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PREFACE 

Migrat ion has  become one of t h e  most cha l l eng ing  i s s u e s  i n  t h e  
o v e r l l l  con tex t  of t h e  economic planning and development of Nepal 
today. The l a rge - sca le  movements of l o c a l  popula t ions  i n  Nepal from 
t h e i r  homesteads i n  t h e  h i l l s  i n  search  of land o r  f o r  wage-earning 
is  t h e  d i s t i n c t  f e a t u r e  of t h i s  problem. The problem has  i t s  r o o t s  
i n  t h e  r a p i d l y  d iminishing man-land r a t i o  i n  t h e  h i l l s  of Nepal, 
which suppor ts  two-thirds of Nepal 's t o t a l  populat ion.  Populat ion 
growth i n  t h e  hills has a l r e a d y  reached a breaking po in t  and t h e  
capac i ty  of t h e  h i l l s  t o  provide increased c u l t i v a b l e  acreage  re-  
= i n s  a c u t e l y  l i m i t e d .  The encroachment on f o r e s t  land,  which has 
followed a s  a  n a t u r a l  c o r o l l a r y  t o  t h e  popula t ion  i n c r e a s e ,  has be- 
gun t o  produce adverse  e f f e c t s  a s  i t  has  a l r eady  u p s e t  t h e  d e l i c a t e  
e c o l o g i c a l  balance of most of t h e  h i l l  r eg ions  of Nepal. S o i l  ero-  
s i o n  has had a c r i p p l i n g  e f f e c t  on a g r i c u l t u r e  and t h e  need f o r  new 
crop l ands  has s e v e r e l y  l i m i t e d  t h e  amount of animal husbandry, a  
v i t a l  suppor t  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  subs i s t ence .  The problem g e t s  even 
more d i f f i c u l t  a s  one l e a r n s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  h i l l  economy of Nepal 
i s  a s u b s i s t e n c e  economy based on h igh ly  r e s o u r c e f u l ,  y e t  p r i m i t i v e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  farming techniques  which a r e  unable t o  cope wi th  t h e  
popula t ion  inc rease .  Land f ragmenta t ion  i s  inheren t  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  
system of t h e  Hindus of Nepal and when proper ty  i s  div ided among 
t h e  sons i n  each pass ing genera t ion ,  t h e  amount of land per owner 
begins  t o  g e t  a larmingly  small .  The e x p l o i t a t i v e  system of Nepal 's  
land t enure  has been respons ib le  f o r  rampant r u r a l  indebtedness.  
These two s o c i a l  f a c t o r s  compound wi th  an  o v e r a l l  shor tage  of land 
has f o r  many yea r s  d r i v e n  some people t o  a  t o t a l  s t a t e  of near  des- 
t i t u t i o n  i n  t h e  h i l l s  of Nepal. 

This  s i t u a t i o n  h a s  been a t  t h e  r o o t s  of t h e  high r a t e  of out-  
migra t ion  from Nepal i n t o  Ind ia .  Migrants  t o  I n d i a  a r e  e i t h e r  of 
a  seasona l  k ind,  going t o  ea rn  j u s t  enough cash  t o  meet b a s i c  year- 
l y  needs f o r  food and c l o t h i n g  o r  a  long-term type ,  se rv ing  i n  t h e  
Indian  o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  army. I n  t h e  c a s e  of t h e  l a t t e r  type ,  they 
help  suppor t  t h e i r  fami ly  back a t  home through r e g u l a r  remi t tances .  

Before t h e  T e r a i  of Nepal was opened f o r  r e s e t t l e m e n t ,  through 
t h e  e r a d i c a t i o n  of ma la r i a ,  very few f a m i l i e s  were a b l e  t o  s e t t l e  
t h e r e .  I n  t h e  r e c e n t  yea r s ,  however, t h i s  deadly  d i s e a s e  has  been 
overcome, and has r e s u l t e d  i n  a  popula t ion  movement from t h e  h i l l  
t o  t h e  Tera l  on an  unprecedented s c a l e .  The response of HMG has 
been t o  adopt a  po l i cy  of a  planned and sys temat ic  r e se t t l ement  of 
h i l l  people through t h e  agency of t h e  Nepal Reset t lement Company. 



The ques t ion  of r e se t t l ement  has a l r e a d y  been s t u d i e d  and published 
by t h i s  I n s t i t u t e  i n  a s e p a r a t e  r e p o r t  (See E lde r ,  J.W. e t  a l .  
Planned Reset t lement i n  Nepal 's Tera i ;  A S o c i a l  Analys is  of t h e  
IChajuraIBardia Punarvas P r o j e c t s ,  INAS , 1976).  

It has been argued t h a t  t h e  c a p a c i t y  of t h e  T e r a i  t o  absorb 
people coming down t o  s e t t l e  i n  i t  i s  n o t ,  c l e a r l y ,  inexhaus t ib le .  
The economic v i a b i l i t y  of t h e  T e r a i  l i e s  i n  keeping i t  a low d e n s i t y ,  
high-productive zone. I f  t h i s  ba lance  is l o s t ,  t h e  p o t e n t i a l i t y  of 
t h e  Tera i  a s  ~ e p a l ' s  v i t a l  economic zone w i l l  a l s o  be l o s t  f o r e v e r .  
There i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a p l e a  i n  some q u a r t e r s  t o  p rese rve  t h e  T e r a i  
a s  a ' bu f fe r  zone' i n  an economic sense ,  between t h e  high-densi ty 
se t t l ement  a r e a s  i n  t h e  h i l l s  and those  a c r o s s  t h e  border i n  I n d i a .  

The problem of migra t ion  i n  Nepal w i l l  no t  be permanently re-  
solved merely by pe rpe tua t ing  the  o ld  economy a s  t h e  Nepal R e s e t t l e -  
ment Company has been t r y i n g  t o  do. The r e s e t t l e m e n t  of people on 
small p l o t s  of land i n  t h e  T e r a i  has no doubt  g iven t h e  l a n d l e s s  
people a sense  of possess ion,  bu t  t h i s  i s  merely a temporary solu-  
t i o n .  The landholdings  of i n d i v i d u a l  farmers  on t h e  r e s e t t l e m e n t  
s i t e s  a r e  by no means l a r g e  enough t o  b r i n g  about  a d e s i r e d  prospe- 
r i t y  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s .  The i n t e r n a l  process  of land-fragmentat ion i n  
t h e  fami ly  i s  no t  e l iminated  i n  t h e s e  r e s e t t l e m e n t  sites.  Therefore,  
the  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  growing a g r a r i a n  pover ty  does  n o t  l i e  i n  t h e  
r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  of inadequate  landholdings .  An a l t e r n a t i v e  economy 
i n  which t h e r e  i s  oppor tun i ty  f o r  employment away from t h e  land 
has t o  be u r g e n t l y  c r e a t e d  t o  check t h i s  problem i n  time. New means 
f o r  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  r e sources  of t h e  h i l l s  a s  w e l l  w i l l  have t o  be 
found t o  he lp  absorb s u r p l u s  people and t h e  p r e s s u r e  of migrants  
on t h e  T e r a i  w i l l  have t o  b e  g radua l ly  reduced. 

A s  a widely occur r ing  phenomenon throughout t h e  h i l l s  of Nepal 
and one t h a t  has  deeply  a f f e c t e d  t h e  socio-economic l i f e  of t h e  
r u r a l  Nepal of t h e  p resen t  day,  migra t ion  q u i t e  n a t u r a l l y  i s  g e t t i n g  
much a t t e n t i o n  from r e s e a r c h e r s  i n  t h e  socio-economic f i e l d  a t  t h i s  
moment. Th i s  I n s t i t u t e ' s  s e l e c t i o n  of migra t ion  i n  the  h i l l s  f o r  
s tudy has been d i c t a t e d  by t h i s  common concern shared wi th  everyone 
e l s e  i n  Nepal. Another reason f o r  s e l e c t i o n  has  been the  p rospec t s  
of a t tempt ing t o  use  an th ropo log ica l  f i e l d  methods f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
t i m e  i n  such a s tudy.  Most previous  migra t ion  s t u d i e s  have been 
based on s t a t i s t i c a l  survey methods c o l l e c t e d  from census d a t a .  
Such methods can cover extended a r e a s ,  but  consequently produce 
r e s u l t s  of an  impersonal na tu re .  It i s  not  our  i n t e n t i o n  t o  deny 



t h e  v a l u e  of survey s t u d i e s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t o  produce complementary 
d a t a ,  taken on a  much smaller s c a l e ,  t o  expand t h e  understanding 
of t h e  human f a c t o r s  of migra t ion .  Anthropologis ts  use  t h e i r  own 
techniques  of c l o s e  obse rva t ion  of t h e  l i f e  of t h e  people they a r e  
s tudying,  and t h e  i n t i m a t e  i n t e r a c t i o n  wi th  t h e s e  people dur ing  t h e  
study-period adds i n s i g h t s  and b r i n g s  ou t  problems unseen i n  genera l  
surveys.  The p resen t  r e p o r t  i s  a  pre l iminary  a t tempt  a t  t h i s  kind 
of r e sea rch .  It has been done i n  two v i l l a g e  panchayats i n  Darchula 
d i s t r i c t .  

I n  t h i s  s tudy one f i n d s  a  r e f r e s h i n g  s h i f t  from t h e  usua l  s t r e s s  
placed on t h e  problem. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  s tudying t h e  economic reasons  
f o r  migra t ion ,  t h e r e  i s  an at tempt t o  b r i n g  out  t h e  e f f e c t s  of migra- 
t i o n  i n  t h e  h i l l s  once t h e  migrants  have l e f t  t h e i r  v i l l a g e s .  The 
s o c i a l  a s p e c t s  of migra t ion  a r e  no less important  f o r  s tudy a s  s o c i a l  
reasons  can be equa l ly  compelling i n  t h e  d e c i s i o n  i n  favour o r  a g a i n s t  
migra t ing  by v i l l a g e r s .  

There w a s  no p r e s s i n g  reason  f o r  s e l e c t i n g  Darchula f o r  t h i s  
s tudy a t  t h e  t i m e  of f i n a l i z i n g  t h e  planning f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  The 
I n s t i t u t e  f e l t  t h a t  a s  t h e  Far-Western Development Region was one 
of t h e  l e a s t  developed r e g i o n s  of Nepal, i t  would be d e s i r a b l e  t o  
l o c a t e  i t s  s tudy  t h e r e ,  i f  only t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  genera l  knowledge 
of t h e  a r e a .  It was found t h a t  Darchula ' s  n e t  annual  migra t ion  
r a t e  approached t h e  genera l  average f o r  any region i n  t h e  h i l l s  
having out-migrat ion.  One f u r t h e r  considered i t  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  Dar- 
chu la ' s  proximity t o  t h e  Indian  border t o  some e x t e n t  would i n d i c a t e  
c e r t a i n  migratory p a t t e r n s  more e a s i l y ,  Some months ago, a  new 
s i t u a t i o n  developed i n  t h i s  border r eg ion ,  a f t e r  t h e  s tudy team had 
departed from t h e  a r e a .  The r e s t . r i c t i o n s  put  on t h e  Nepalese c ross -  
ing  t h e  border i n t o  I n d i a  by t h e  Ind ian  Government d i s t u r b e d  t h e  
rhythm of t h e  p a t t e r n s  of l i f e  of those  people dependent on migra- 
t i o n  f o r  making a  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  region.  Although t h e  present  re- 
p o r t  does not  d i r e c t l y  d i s c u s s  e f f e c t s  a r i s i n g  from t h i s  new prob- 
lem, one can n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  assume t h a t  i t  w i l l  have much m a t e r i a l  
r e l e v a n t  t o  t h i s  new problem. 

I n  t h e  proposal  f o r  t h e  study of h i l l -migra t ion ,  i t  has been 
ou t l ined  t h a t  t h e  migra t ion  s t u d i e s  done i n  smal l  a r e a s  l i k e  t h e  
p resen t  one w i l l  be c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  o t h e r  regions  of Nepal a s  w e l l .  
Only then would such small-scale s t u d i e s  p resen t  a  f a i r l y  r e l i a b l e  
p i c t u r e  of t h e  problem f o r  Nepal a s  a  whole. The I n s t i t u t e  has 
followed up t h i s  p r o j e c t  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  year  and i s  working on t h e  



problem i n  y e t  ano the r  s e c t o r  of t h e  Far--Western Development Region. 
Again, t h e  problem i s  be ing  s t u d i e d  w i t h i n  a b roade r  c o n t e x t  a s  
w e l l  and t h e  r e l a t e d  problem of t h e  m i g r a t i o n  of I n d i a n  N a t i o n a l s  
i n t o  Nepal i n  tlic. r e c e n t  y e a r s  t h e r e f o r e  h a s  a l s o  been s t a r t e d  t h i s  
y e a r .  A l l  of t h i s  i s  expected t o  e n a b l e  u s  t o  unders tand  t h e  prob- 
lem much more c l e a r l y  and a r r i v e  a t  a n  a g r e e a b l e  s o l u t i o n .  

Baisakh 1, 2034. Prayag Raj  Sharma 
Dean, IIJAS 
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Chapter 1 

In t roduc t ion  

I n  t h e  l a s t  few years ,  a  g r e a t  many s t u d i e s  have been done 

concerning t h e  r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  of popula t ions  wi th in  va r ious  sec- 

t i o n s  of Nepal. Nepal is  a country where movement i s  d i f f i c u l t ,  

y e t  s u r p r i s i n g l y , t h e  constant  movement of people through ou t  t h e  

Himalayas seems always t o  have been a conrmon f e a t u r e  of t h e  h i s t o r y  

of t h e  a rea .  The movement of peoples from t h e  regions  nor th  of t h e  

Himalayas i n t o  Nepal can be e a s i l y  deduced from t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  evi -  

dence, i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  these  popula t ions  entered a s  e a r l y  a s  10 th  

century B.C. Subsequent migra t ions  i n t o  Nepal a r e  p a r t  of t h e  h i s -  

t o r i c a l  record  and i n d i c a t e  movements which have continued u n t i l  

q u i t e  r e c e n t l y  (notably  t h e  movements of Kumain Brahmins from t h e  

f a r  w e s t  of Nepal as r e c e n t l y  a s  300 years  ago, see Uprety: 1975). 

Malaria e r a d i c a t i o n  p r o j e c t s  i n  t h e  T e r a i  and t h e  subsequent move- 

ment i n t o  t h e  a r e a  have r e c e n t l y  brought a  g r e a t  d e a l  of a t t e n t i o n  

t o  migratory phenomena i n  Nepal. Rana and Thapa i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i n  

the  l a s t  twenty yea rs  t h e  popula t ion of t h e  T e r a i  has  increased by 

almost 75 percent ,  while t h e  popula t ion has  remained more o r  less 

s t a b l e  i n  the  h i l l s  (1975:43). The s t a b i l i t y  of popula t ion i n  t h e  

h i l l s ,  however, seems more apparent  than r e a l .  Some a r e a s  have had 

drops i n  popula t ion,  some a s  high a s  35 pe rcen t ,  b u t  Darchula, t h e  

main a r e a  of focus i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  has  had a popula t ion inc rease  of 

62 .8  percent  i n  t h e  per iod between 1961 and 1971 according t o  t h e  

d a t a  of t h e  Cen t ra l  Bureau of S t a t i s t i c s  (&rung, 1975:41). This  

could hardly  be termed a s t a b l e  popula t ion,  but  compared t o  a popu- 

l a t i o n  growth of 293.5 percent  i n  t h e  same t e n  year  per iod f o r  Kan- 

chanpur, t h e  main a r e a  fed by migrants  from Darchula, t h e  growth 

seems l e s s  s i g n i f i c a n t .  We are t h e r e f o r e  dea l ing  no t  wi th  s t a b l e  

popula t ions ,but  wi th  a very l a r g e  populat ion growth r a t e  i n  both 



p laces  and i f  one t akes  i n t o  account t h e  problems of  t h e  diminish- 

ing  f e r t i l i t y  of t h e  s o i l  i n  t h e  h i l l s , a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  l o s s  of land 

due e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  t o  l a n d s l i d e s ,  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  by l o s s  of  water  

supply due t o  l a n d s l i d e s  changing a  course  of water  s u p p l i e s ,  we 

a r e  dea l ing  wi th  a  ve ry  s e r i o u s  problem of inc reased  popula t ion  

wi th  f ixed  o r  diminishing resources .  

Recent migra t ions  have c e r t a i n l y  been in f luenced  by changes 

brought about by t h e  government of Nepal and i t s  development pro- 

j e c t s ,  bu t  t h e  e f f e c t s  a r e  f e l t  p r i m a r i l y  i n  d i r e c t i n g  migra t ion  

t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  and a r e  n o t  t h e  cause  of t h e  phenomenon of 

migra t ion  i t s e l f .  Migrat ion can t a k e  many forms, b u t  i n  genera l  

i t  is  the  movement of people brought  about by environmental pres-  

s u r e s  which make movement necessary  f o r  s u f f i c i e n t  food product ion .  

These p ressures  may be l and  s c a r c i t y ,  over  popula t ion ,  o r  they may 

be the  a f f e c t s  of c l i m a t i c  f a c t o r s  which b r i n g  about  c y c l i c a l  move- 

ments throughout the  year .  These c y c l i c a l  movements can be  a  fea-  

t u r e  of t h e  a d a p t a t i o n  t o  t h e  h i l l  and mountain environments and 

a r e  p r a c t i s e d  i n  many p l a c e s  throughout Nepal. From an e c o l o g i c a l  

po in t  of view, t h e  movements of t r a d e r s  must be  viewed a s  a  form of 

migra t ion  brought about  by an a t tempt  t o  o f f s e t  s c a r c i t i e s  i n  t h e i r  

home a r e a s .  The movements of transhumant a g r o - p a s t o r a l i s t s  must 

l ikewise  be  cons idered  i n  a s  a  form of migratorymovement,for  t h e s e  

groups must move through a  series of e c o l o g i c a l  zones which become 

u t i l i z a b l e  i n  d i f f e r e n t  pe r iods  of theyear , abandon ing  o t h e r s  a s  the  

c l i m a t i c  changes make them unexp lo i t ab le  f o r  l i m i t e d  pe r iods  w i t h i n  

the  y e a r l y  cyc le .  The h a b i t a t  of t h e s e  a g r o - p a s t o r a l i s t s  must be 

seen a s  a  range of va r ious  ecozones and no t  a  s i n g l e  a r e a  which i s  

exp lo i t ed .  Both of these  forms a r e  types of migra t ion  necessary  

i n  l i v i n g  i n  r a t h e r  marginal economic a r e a s ,  r ega rd less  of popula- 



tion. Without radical technical change (such as irrigation pro- 

jects and new types of agricultural plants) these areas could not 

be exploited without either the external incomes of the traders or 

without the utilization of the range of environments exploited by 

the agro-pastoralists. 

When the population rises, however, and the needs of one type 

of land use begin to impinge upon another, that is for example, 

when pasture land begins to have to be cultivated, or when carry- 

ing capacity is reached,the carefully balanced system begins to 

run down and an external solution becomes necessary. In order to 

avoid a breakdown in the system. it is necessary to bring down the 

population through one means or another. In some societies where 

resources are limited or reaching theirlimits,infanticide or the 

killing of elders is used. This is not permissible under the moral 

code of peoples in Nepal. In Thakkhola and other areas under Tibe- 

tan influence, the juma system (the system whereby the second son 

and second daughter become part of the Buddhist clergy and hence 

are taken out of the breeding population) helped to keep the popu- 

lation within manageable proportions. Where these are not practis- 

ed, migration of a more permanent nature is the line of least re- 

sistence. In the period following the conquest of Kathmandu Valley, 

migration from one region of the hills to another was quite common, 

but Nepal's population grew and the hills in most regions are now 

fully exploited. Fortunately, malaria eradication projects opened 

up a new geographic area to exploitation and thus temporarily post- 

poned serious difficulties. The outside world also intervened in 

other fortunate ways, making it possible for surplus population to 

be absorbed in the British and Indian armies, which also brought 

cash to the hills. In addition, short-term jobs could be obtained 

in projects of development in both India and Nepal. These both pro- 

vided a way of avoiding permanent migration, yet these by our defi- 



n i t i o n  are forme of migra t ion i n  and of themselves, s i n c e  they in-  

volve movement f o r  t h e  sake  of suppor t ing shor tages  i n  t h e  l o c a l  

systems. 

It is our purpose, then,  t o  p r e s e n t  a s tudy of migra t ion as 

i t  i s  p r e s e n t l y  occur r ing  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  of Darchula and i t s  

"diadic" pa i red  d i s t r i c t  of Kanchanpur, which r e c e i v e s  most of t h e  

out-migrants from Darchula. W e  w i l l  p resen t  migra t ion i n  terms of 

t h e  cond i t ions  which l e a d  t o  i t  and t h e  e f f e c t s  i t  i s  having i n  

human terms, based on an th ropo log ica l  field-work done by t h e  re-  

sea rchers  i n  both  areas. Our goal  is t o  p resen t  va r ious  types  of 

migra t ion a s  dec i s ions  of inc reas ing  s e v e r i t y ,  s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  o f f -  

s e t t i n g  shor tages  and undertaken because of cond i t ions  which pre- 

vent  o t h e r  in te rven ing  s o l u t i o n s  from tak ing  place .  W e  w i l l  a l s o  

r e p o r t  on t h e  e f f e c t  on t h e  h i l l s  of t e n  y e a r s  of migra t ion t o  t h e  

Tera i ,  notably  p resen t ing  d a t a  a s  t o  whether t h i s  migra t ion has  

served i n  any way t o  a l l e v i a t e  t h e  problems of land s c a r c i t y  i n  t h e  

h i l l s .  We w i l l  proceed i n  terms of t h e  typology presented i n  H i l l  

Migration i n  Nepal: t h e  E f f e c t s  of Out-migration i n  a H i l l  V i l l age  

i n  Far-Westem Nepal (A P r o j e c t  Proposal ) .  It should be noted t h a t  

our typology does n o t , f o r  t h e  t imebeing,  take  i n t o  account t h e  des- 

t i n a t i o n  of t h e  h i l l  v i l l a g e r ;  t h a t  is t o  say w e  a r e  no t  he re  study- 

i n g  whether migra t ion i s  rural-urban o r  r u r a l - r u r a l  i n  n a t u r e  i n  

our  typology. Our typology t r e a t s  d e s t i n a t i o n  as i f  i t  were un- 

necessary information,  al though our case  s t u d i e s  c a r e f u l l y  explore  

t h e  d e s t i n a t i o n  of migrants .  I n  our typology our primary concern 

i s  t h e  r e l a t i o n  of the  v i l l a g e r  t o  h i s  v i l l a g e  of o r i g i n ,  h i s  rea- 

son f o r  leaving and t h e  q u a l i t y  of h i s  cont inuing r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  

h i s  v i l l a g e  of o r i g i n  i s  under s c r u t i n y ,  not  h i s  d e s t i n a t i o n .  



In 1973, the Institute of Nepal and Asian Studiee, in produc- 

ing its Handbook, diecussed the nature of research to be undertaken 

by what wasthen called the Sociology section. In the Handbook, it 

was stated that: 

The section is particularly interested in doing 
research concerned with development and social 
change which will be useful to HMG. Projects 
for the study of the social and economic conse- 
quences of the large southward movements of pop- 
ulation in Western Ne~al are being elaborated 
and will be executed in the next two years (p. 14). 

A year went by at the Institute, where senior research staff were 

engaged in individual projects in village ethnographic studies. 

After the completion of the reports from these individual field 

studies, members of Sociology section met and decided to work as 

a research team concentrating on development related projects. We 

decided to return to the earlier stated aim of working on the prob- 

lem of migration in Nepal. 

The problem was obviously a difficult one and due to the geo- 

graphic distances and the complexity of the multiple factors in- 

volved in migration, both ecological and sociological, it was de- 

cided that the problem would best lend itself to a team approach. 

A team composed of two Nepalese anthropologists and one American 

anthropologist was put together and is now undertaking this research. 

A pilot project was outlined which would allow the researchers 

to assess the problems of using a methodology based on anthropologi- 

cal observation to study the migration situation in the hills, first- 

hand, without having to hire addition personnel. Population figures 

for Nepal were studied to locate a site from which there was a strong 

possibility of sufficient out-migration to warrant our attention. At 

the same time, it was necessary to find an area where the numbers 



migrating would not be so excessively large that they could not be 

analysed by three field-workers. The term "social panchayat" was 

devised as the research site to be delineated,' but the necessities 

of relying on government figures, because of the short term of field 

work in this pilot project, made it necessary to drop the term "so- 

cial panchayat" for the sake of the initial project and to utilize 

government figutes for some data, organized by political panchayat 

boundaries. These population figures were supported by information 

received from former residents of the target areas under question 

now living in Kathmandu. This technique allowed us to evaluate 

statistics given by both Zevering (1974) and figures from the Cen- 

tral Bureau of Statistics, HMG. Without these additional inter- 

views, statistical information would have been difficult to evalu- 

ate, first because of the district boundary changes initiated be- 

tween the 1961 and 1971 censuses and secondly, the actual boundaries 

for some of the data, especially data presented in Zevering were 

unclear since they involved grouped districts, often including un- 

specified fragments of districts in these grouped regions. Inter- 

views indicated that there was migration of all kinds remembered 

in the target areas. 

Darchula district in the northwest corner of the Far-Western 

Development Area was selected primarily because of the lack of data 

on the area. Darchula, being close to India and the Tibetan auto- 

nomous region of the Peoples Republic of China was felt to provide 

a large variety of choices to potential migrants. Since the choices 

were there, it was felt that all types of migration behaviour would 

be found in the area. The recent growth of the Terai in this re- 

gion (particularly Kanchanpur already noted to have had a growth 

rate over ten years of 293.5 percent) indicated that sufficient 



numbers of people were migrating out of the western hills to war- 

rant attention, but whether they were leaving Darchula or not was 

problematic. Also if they were leaving Darchula, which section of 

Darchula would have the greatest migration. Zevering's figures in- 

dicated a yearly out-migration of about 0.86 percent in the region. 

The mean net out-migration for areas having out-migration in Nepal 

is about 0.70 percent per year. Therefore, the migration rate in 

Darchula and surrounding districts was quite close to the mean of 

areas having out-migration. For these reasons, Darchula seemed to 

be both interesting and manageable. A final reason for choosing 

the area was the lack of specific ethnographic data on the region. 

The anthropologists felt, therefore, that their own academic goals 

could be furthered, in addition to producing data immediate value 

to planners. Since the southern third of Darchula is most densely 

populated and contained the district headquarters, it was felt that 

this would be the most likely area to find land shortage and hence 

migratory behaviour. We were fortunate in that a group of traders, 
2 the Byanshi were living in the district headquarters at the time 

of our study. In addition, therefore, to our survey of the southern 

third of Darchula, we were also able to add relevant data on the 

northern third of the district as well. 

We held off deciding which panchayat to select for detailed 

study until we arrived in the area. We decided to approach Darchula 

from Dhangarhi, to enable us to survey the general economic situa- 

tion throughout this area. The research team travelled along the 

right-of-way of the as yet uncompleted Dhangarhi-Dandeldhura highway, 

utilizing transport supplied by cooperating roadway officials for 

the first part of the journey. We questioned road labourers as to 

the location of their homes in the hills and it was determined, al- 



mostimediately, that these labourers did not come from our target 

area, but rather were made up in large part of populations of Sher- 

pas from eastern Nepal, Magars from districts such as Palpa, Piu- 

than and Salyan, as well as small numbers of Rais, Gurungs, and 

Tamangs from the Darjeeling area (See Appendix I). Travelling 

north, the researchers noted a sparse population in the area north 

of Godavari to Dandeldhura Bazar. It was also noted that contrac- 

tors found local labourers difficult to find and that food and 

lodging could only be obtained in official housing on the roadway 

itself. Interviews with the Chief District Officer and other dis- 

trict officials in Dandeldhura impressed upon us that there was 

much migration from Dandeldhura, particularly seasonal labourers. 

It was suggested, however, that little migration of any kind occur- 

red either from Baitadi or Darchula districts. We were later to 

find, however, that this was not actually the case. We found that 

between Dandeldhura and Patan in Baitadidistrict,the road travels 

over a 7,758 foot pass at Pilkot Danda. After Patan, it is again 

necessary to climb over another 7,000 foot pass to descend into 

Baitadi Bazar. The presence of these passes made it easier to trans- 

port goods and people via the roads in India, and as a consequence 

there was little traffic from the Baitadi-Darchula area through 

Dandeldhura. Because of this, the local estimates of migration 

were low. The C.D.O. in Baitadi, however, also indicated a low 

level of migration and indicated that Dandeldhura was the point from 

which highest migration took place. Considerably uneasy, yet fair- 

ly convinced that migration had to be taking place, the researchers 

travelled along the valley of Mahakali river (on the Nepal side) 

travelling to Khalanga-Darchula, the district headquarters of Dar- 

chula district. After discussing local conditions with government 



officials, who again minimized local migration, the researchers 

split up for the purpose of visiting several panchayats each with 

varying geographic conditione, to assess which areas had sufficient 

migration to warrant our attention. Migrants in adequate numbers 

were found in all areas, but the types of migration varied in empha- 

sis from panchayat to panchayat. It was decided to study two pan- 

chayats of differing geographic configuration to try to assess 

which factors,inparticular, caused differences in emphasis in vary- 

ing panchayats between one type of migration and another. In other 

words, we tried to assess which ecological factors caused the dif- 

ference in frequencies between migratory types in one area compared 

to another. 3 

In ooth panchayats, life histories of both migrants and those 

remaining were obtained. All cases of migration were studied and 

data about land holdings, economic conditions and social factors 

which led to particular migrations were obtained, second-hand, from 

the remaining relatives of migrants. Information about the nature 

of continuing ties between the migrant and his village of origin 

were also obtained. After a period of time, the researchers switch- 

ed villages and data was checked again, while additional data was 

obtained. Careful study of population figures and land records was 

undertaken and particular attention was paid to the nature of errors 

in those records, so that if any consistency in those errors were 

found they could be noted and included in the data. 

It was the purpose of this study to look at migration from 

the point of view of the hills, utilizing data found in the hills. 

It was discovered, however, that as we questioned villagers on the 

conditions of people who had left, in spite of the fact that their 

information was generally accurate (as found on subsequent checking), 



and that much information could be indirectly gathered on their 

attitudes towards migration, there was much informatiorl missing. 

It was difficult as well to assess the accuracy of the data at that 

time without checking on it. Therefore, as we discovered that vil- 

lagers in this area moved to the Terai in a kind of "diadic" pattern 

(that is to say they settled in clusters in villages next to their 

former neighbours from the hills, so that a village in the hills 

had a corresponding sister village or "diad" in the Terai), it would 

be very easy to find and interview the migrants themselves. There- 

fore, the researchers travelled to the Terai and studied the "diad" 

villages corresponding to the hill panchayats in question, in order 

to verify information gathered in the hills. This diadic pattern, 

was found to be tremendously strong and leads us to say that for 

this region at least, the village of origin of hill migrants in the 

Terai is more important in resettlement patterns than the caste 

standing of the villager in question. The study in the hills was 

thus duplicated in the Terai and all cases were carefully verified. 

The fact that data was remarkably consistent leads us to conclude 

that what we found was accurate. In all cases, the researchers uti- 

lized techniques of data gathering traditionally used by anthropo- 

logists. 

Setting 

The region covered in our study stressed two major areas, as 

well as a tour and a general economic survey of the regions which 

connect them. In the north, the survey centred around two politi- 

cal panchayats (the term "social panchayat" had to be dropped for 

reasons explained above). These two panchayats Hikla and Dhap dif- 

fered from each other in both mean altitude and in the focus of the 

local economy. In addition, a survey was made of a more traditional 



migratory group, t h e  Byanshi t r a d e r s  who spent  t h e i r  w i n t e r s  cen- 

t r & d  around Khalanga panchayat i n  Darchula. With t h e s e  t h r e e  popu- 

l a t i o n s ,  a l l  migratory o p t i o n s  were approached and i t  was t o  s tudy 

t h e  impl ica t ions  of u t i l i z i n g  t h e s e  op t ions  t h a t  our  s t r e s s  was 

placed.  

4 
Dhap panchayat i n  Lekam garkha ,  i s  the  t h i r d  l a r g e s t  pancha- 

y a t  by popula t ion  i n  Darchula d i s t r i c t .  Located on the  Mahakali 

r i v e r ,  t he  border between I n d i a  and Nepal, i t  i s  i n  t h e  southern  

t h i r d  of t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  a r e a  wi th  g r e a t e s t  popula t ion  d e n s i t y .  

Access t o  I n d i a  e x i s t s  i n  t h e  panchayat v i a  a  b r idge  a c r o s s  the  

Mahakali i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Dattu,  a c r o s s  from a  small Indian  v i l -  

l a g e  wi th  access  t o  a  motorable road. There have been repeated a t -  

tempts by t h e  v i l l a g e r s  i n  Dhap gaun t o  g e t  permission t o  b u i l d  

another  b r idge  o r  r e p l a c e  t h e  Dat tu  b r idge  wi th  a  b r idge  from Dhap 

t o  I n d i a .  S ince  t h e r e  is  no v i l l a g e  a c r o s s  from Dhap on the  Indian  

s i d e ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  economic advantage t o  having such a  b r idge  ex- 

cep t  f o r  t h e  convenience of t h e  v i l l a g e r s  i n  Dhap who could then 

take  t h e  bus t o  Khalanga e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  t h r e e  hour walk. 

The popula t ion  of Dhap is  made up of Brahmins (Pantha, B i s t a ,  

Josh i ,  Bhat, Awasthi), Thakuri (Pa l ,  Singh,  hand), Khasya Chhet r i  

(Mahar, Thagunna, Raikhola, A i r i ) ,  Matwali Chhet r i     ha mi, Kunwar), 

Lohar (Blacksmiths) ,  Tamta (Coppersmith), Kol i  (Oi l  p r e s s e r ) ,  Pa rk i  

( reed  worker),  Doli  ( t a i l o r ) ,  Badi (musicians and c l a y  workers) and 

Thakur . 5 

The major i ty  of the  popula t ion  l i v e s  a t  r e l a t i v e l y  low a l t i t u d e  

(between 3,000 and 3,600 f e e t ) .  There i s  s u f f i c i e n t  water  f o r  i rr i-  

gated a g r i c u l t u r e  suppl ied  mainly from the  Nimbu Kheda. This  r i v e r  

i s  noted f o r  t h e  l a r g e  number of water  powered r i c e  mills q u i t e  



densely grouped a t  i ts mouth. Of the  t o t a l  claimed l and  holdings  

i n  Dhap, roughly 42 p e r c e n t a r e i n  t h e  form of i r r i g a t e d  land.  Of 

508 households having land c la ims i n  Dhap roughly 63 pe rcen t  own 

some q u a n t i t y  of i r r i g a t e d  land.  Holdings range from 0.049 a c r e s  
6 

(0.375 ropanis)  t o  7.898 a c r e s  (60.75 ropan i s ) .  The remainder of 

t h e  l ands  a r e  i n  t h e  form of non- i r r iga ted  holdings  a s  w e l l  a s  land 

devoted t o  t h e  production of animal fodder  from t h e  jungle .  This  

jungle  land,  however, i s  p r i v a t e l y  owned i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

The geographical  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  l and  i n  Dhap i s  a t y p i c a l  

f o r  t h i s  a r e a ,  s i n c e  t h e r e  i s  a f l a t  rocky p l a t e a u  between t h e  r i v e r  

l e v e l  and t h e  f i r s t  i r r i g a t e d  f i e l d s .  Th i s  a r e a  i s  too  rocky f o r  

most a g r i c u l t u r a l  purposes and s o  i t  is  u t i l i z e d  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  graz- 

i n g  c a t t l e .  S ince  t h e  t r a i l  between Dat tu  and Khalanga runs  a c r o s s  

t h i s  p la t eau ,  new s t o r e s  and panchayat b u i l d i n g s  and many houses 

have been loca ted  on t h i s  l e v e l  c l o s e  t o  t h e  commercially a c t i v e  a r e a  

below t h e  i r r i g a t e d  f i e l d s .  Dat tu  has  a  more t y p i c a l  v i l l a g e  form 

f o r  t h i s  a l t i t u d e ,  where i r r i g a t e d  f i e l d s  a t  lower a l t i t u d e s  l e a d  

t o  g h a r b a r i  f i e l d s  ( a  type  of u n i r r i g a t e d  land)  a t  an  a l t i t u d e  of 

about 3,300 f e e t .  I n  t h e s e  more t y p i c a l  v i l l a g e s ,  houses a r e  b u i l t  

e n t i r e l y  i n  t h i s  g h a r b a r i  a rea .  Houses a r e  l o c a t e d  a t  t h i s  a l t i t u d e  

i n  Dhap a s  w e l l ,  though t h e  v i l l a g e  c e n t e r  is  s h i f t e d  t o  t h e  lower 

a l t i t u d e .  A t  about 3,600 f e e t ,  i n  both  v i l l a g e s  the  fodder ga ther-  

ing  a r e a  (kharba r i )  begins .  It i s  from t h i s  zone t h a t  firewood 

(both f o r  l o c a l  consumption and f o r  s a l e  i n  Khalanga-Darchula) and 

p i r u l  ( l eaves  gathered t o  f e r t i l i z e  f i e l d s )  a r e  ga thered .  A t  4,500 

f e e t  t h e  lekh l a n d s s t a r t ,  u t i l i z e d  i n  c u l t i v a t i o n .  Above 5,000 f e e t  

begins  another  l e v e l  of kharba r i ,  used f o r  graz ing goa t s  i n  t h e  r a iny  

season and f o r  ga the r ing  animal fodder f o r  r e s t  of t h e  year .  The 

u t i l i z a t i o n  of these  va r ious  eco log ica l  s t r a t a  and t h e  maintenance 



Second Kharbar i  : 1 fodder g a t h e r i n o  
and sumner pasture  

Lrkh l a n d s :  p o t a t o ,  b a r l e y .  
b ~ c k w h e a t ~ w h e a t ,  bethe 
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F i r s t  Kharbari  : fodder  qatker i r lg  

............... 

Gharbari  o r  Oskalo (pakho l a n d ) :  
maize. dry  r i c e .  soybeans. n a p a l ,  
M a .  mustard. b e t h e ,  c h i l l i  

Khet land:  paddy. wheat.  maize 

F i g J  . - H i k l a  T r a n s e c t  ( s c h e m a t i c )  



Second Kharbari : 
fodder gathering 
and summer pasture 

.............. 

F i r s t  Kharbari : fodder gathering 

............ 
Gharbari , settlement: wheat, maize, m i l l e t .  
soybean, mustard, masur, mas dal 

Khet, some settlement and lower grazing area: 
paddy, wheat, maize , dry r i c e  

~ i g . 2 .  - Dhap Transect (schematic) 



of marked boundaries ofutilization, gives the farmers of Dhap a 

great deal of variety in crop strategies and reasonable certainty 

of good crops, even if there is crop failure in any one zone. But 

in these lower altitude villages, reliance on irrigated agriculture 

is the main feature. 

The domestic animal population is relatively small, when com- 

pared to that of panchayats at higher altitudes and seems to be 

limited by the amount of kharbari land available in the area. Only 

51 families (10 percent) own kharbari land and the proportion of 

kharbari to other land types is small. Reliance on animal husban- 

dry is clearly subordinate to agriculture and for the most part 

husbandry is utilized in relation to agricultural production. Al- 

though ghee is sold to India and goats are sometimes slaughtered 

for meat (to be sold to both the Indian and Nepali military in the 

area) production is small and secondary to the use of oxen for 

ploughing and cattle, buffalo, and goats for manure production. 

Goats are never used for the transport of goods and because of the 

high temperature and limited pasturage, sheep are not raised. 

Hikla panchayat, the second major focus of our study, lies at 

the middle altitudes of Duhu garkha. The bulk of cultivated land 

falls between altitudes of 4,500 and 6,000 feet, although there is 

some land (roughly 2.7 percent) below 4,500 feet. Hikla is located 

about four hours walk to the northeast of Khalanga in the hills 

above the Mahakali valley. There is no year around crossing point 

into India in this area, although the motorable road in India goes 

t.his far north. Villagers must cross at Khalanga-Darchula in the 

rainy season, but in the dry season, however, the Mahakali river 

may be forded at several points or crossed by means of temporary 

wooden bridges present only at the time of use, since this is an 



i l l e g a l  a c t .  

The popula t ion of Hikla is  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  popula t ion of Dhap 

except  f o r  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h a r  ( l ineage)  names. There are Khak- 

k e l a  ( J a i s i )  Brahmins7 ( Josh i ,  Bhat , B i s t a )  , Thakuri (Bom) , Khasya 

Chhetri  (Badal, Karki,  Dhami, Sahu, Samal, Kunwar), Matwali Chhetri  

(Dadal) a s  w e l l  a s  Lohar, Tamta, Bhul ( l e a t h e r  workers) and Parki .  

The major i ty  of H i k l a ' s  popula t ion l i v e s  a t  t h e  h igher  a l t i -  

tudes and only  6 percent  own i r r i g a t e d  land i n  t h e  panchayat (one- 

t e n t h  of t h e  number of f a m i l i e s  owning i r r i g a t e d  land i n  Dhap). 

Most f a m i l i e s  own u n i r r i g a t e d  l and ,  and roughly 84.6 pe rcen t  of t h e  

f a m i l i e s  own u n i r r i g a t e d  land and kharbar i .  The geographical  pat-  

t e r n  of land holdings  i n  t h i s  a r e a  i s  t h e r e f o r e  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  

from Dhap. Khara, t h e  f i r s t  major s e t t l e m e n t  l i e s  a t  4,500 f e e t .  

Hikla i s  l o c a t e d  500 f e e t  above Khara. A l l  houses have been b u i l t  

between 4,500 and 5,500 f e e t .  Although an i r r i g a t i o n  p r o j e c t  was 

s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  planned t o  draw water  from t h e  Kaligad,  i t  

was not  completed, s o  a l l  land above 4,500 f e e t  p r e s e n t l y  i s  un irr- 

gated,  al though a s a t i s f a c t o r y  water  supply e x i s t s .  Hikla panchayat i s  

surrounded on t h r e e  s i d e s  bymounta ins ,wi th  t h e  western s i d e  open. 

The southern  s i d e  of t h e  panchayat,  i .e .  a n o r t h  f a c i n g  e lope ,  has  

been severe ly  sca r red  by land s l i d e s  and much a g r i c u l t u r a l  land has  

been l o s t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  s l i d e s  have made t h e  access  r o u t e s  t o  

t h e  v i l l a g e  hazardous. The land u t i l i z a t i o n  i s  t h e  same a s  i n  Dhap 

( t h a t  is, i r r i g a t e d  l and  followed by g h a r b a r i ,  followed by kharbar i ,  

followed by lekh l ands ,  followed by a second l e v e l  of k h a r b a r i  a s  

one ascends t h e  h i l l s i d e ) ,  bu t  t h e  p ropor t ions  of t h e s e  land types ,  

however, d i f f e r  g r e a t l y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  amount of k h a r b a r i  land 

a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  and t h e  number of f a m i l i e s  holding khar- 



bari, which is much greater (400 families in Hikla own kharbari 

land). 

The greater amount of kharbari holdings allow a very large 

animal population and therefore one finds a much greater reliance 

on animal husbandry related activities in Hikla. In addition, the 

panchayat's larger and higher pastures allows families with suffi- 

cient investable capital to take part in trade, utilizing animal 

transport. Sheep are raised and owned by 30 families in Hikla 

panchayat and are used in transport for trade. Cottage industry 

is beginning to flourish in the village, centering mainly on the 

spinning and weaving of locally grown wool into suiting materials 

which are sold either in Khalanga or brought down to the Terai for 

distribution by the traders themselves. Salt is still being brought 

from Tibet and traded in the middle hill region, while grain, raw 

sugar, tobacco, and sundry goods are taken to Tibet. There is also 

still a wool trade with Tibet and the finest quality cloth is said 

to be made from this wool, but the local people for the most part 

wear cloth made from local wool. These traders are Hindus and work 

in competition with the Byanshi who will be discussed below. 

The reliance on animal husbandry may be noted in a comparison 

of animal populations between Dhap and Hikla panchayats. (see Table 

1 below). Although the absolute numbers of animals in Hikla may 

have been overestimated, the large numbers of people bringing down 

animal fodder from the kharbari areas was immediately noted during 

our stay. Huge stacks of fodder were carried down by the women and 

sometimes if more was gathered than one could carry, the stacks were 

bound and simply rolled down the hill. This large amount of fodder 

is contrasted with areas along the Mahakali around the route to Hik- 

la, where women could be seen gathering nettles to feed the animals, 



Table 1 Comparison of Animal Populations in Dhap and Hikla. 

Dha p Hikla 

Cattle 2,500 9,000 4,000 male 
1 

5,000 female 

Buff a10 2,000 3,000 

Goats 1,200 
2 

1,000 
2 

Sheep 0 4,000 
- 

1. Local dialectical terms are: balda for oxen, goru for female, 
in other parts of Nepalgoru means bullock. 

2. Goats in both villages are bakhara type. 

a slow, difficult and often painful task. The large kharbari re- 

sources in Hikla made this task unnecessary and large stacks of 

collected fodder ( g o )  could be seen in front of virtually every 

house even in front of the local temple. The reliance on husbandry 

was further under-scored by the constant activity of every male 

above childhood in the village, who were constantly spinning wool 

even as they spoke to the anthropologists. This was not seen in 

Dhap, but was noted among the Byanshi traders as well. Cows and 

buffalo are used for milk and manure production and this economic 

stress on animal husbandry was further noted in the fact that fod- 

der is sold within the village for cash. 

The third site of our study was Khalanga-Darchula, the district 

headquarters itself. Khalanga-Darchula contains two totally inde- 

pendent populations during the winter months (we remained in the 



a r e a  f o r  t h e  months of January and February).  The base  popula t ion  

of Khalanga-Darchula is s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  popula t ion  of Dhap and Hik- 

l a ,  made up of Hindu c a s t e s  such a s  Brahmins, Thakuris,  Chhet r ie  

a s  w e l l  a s  a l l  s e r v i c e  c a s t e s  inc lud ing  Thakurs from Ind ia .  This  

popula t ion  f u n c t i o n s  both  a s  a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s  and as c o m e r c i a 1  

o p e r a t o r s ,  mainta in ing a smal l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  bazar  town. The com- 

merc ia l  f a c i l i t i e s  of  t h e  town a r e  f o r  t h e  most p a r t  run  by Awa- 

s th iBrahmins ,who have d ry  goods s t o r e s  and small t e a  shops,  i n  

a d d i t i o n  t o  running s e v e r a l  government sponsored s t o r e s  such as 

t h e  Nat ional  Trading o u t l e t  and a government seed and f e r t i l i z e r  

s t o r e .  The commercial economy i n  t h e  a r e a  seems f o r  t h e  most p a r t  

t o  be depressed,  s i n c e  small q u a n t i t i e s  of almost any i t em can be 

purchased wi thout  having t o  paydu ty ,more  cheaply,  simply by cross-  

i n g  t h e  Mahakali r i v e r  and buying them i n  t h e  bazar  i n  Ind ia .  A 

shop-keeper i n  Nepal, however, would have t o  pay duty on s u f f i c i e n t  

q u a n t i t i e s  of most goods. To make a p r o f i t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  h i s  p r i c e s  

would au tomat ica l ly  be h igher  than those  i n  Ind ia .  Some goods a r e  

s e n t  d i r e c t l y  from Mahendranagar i n  s e a l e d  t r u c k s  and t h e r e f o r e  

duty  need n o t  be  pa id ,  s i n c e  t h e  goods go from Nepal t o  Nepal v i a  

t h e  Indian  road. These goods (such as r i c e ,  d a l ,  c i g a r e t t e s ,  soap 

and matches) a r e  t h e r e f o r e  cheap and p l e n t i f u l ,  bu t  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  

t o  base an e n t i r e  bus iness  on those  goods a lone  (al though a few 

s t o r e s  manage t o  do so ,  s u c c e s s f u l l y )  and f o r  t h e  most p a r t  t h e  

. s t o r e s  i n  Nepal do a minimal bus iness ,  wi th  both Ind ian  and Nepa- 

l e s e  currency used a s  a  medium of exchange. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  is  

a f a i r l y  l a r g e  and f a i r l y  r i c h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a r e a  i n  the  panchayat,  

which i s  u t i l i z e d  f o r  the  most p a r t  by t h e  Hindu popula t ion .  The 

geographical  land d i s t r i b u t i o n  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  of Dhap wi th  t h e  

commercial a r e a  below the  i r r i g a t e d  f i e l d s .  We did  n o t  t a k e  land 
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figures for the area, since they did not seem to differ sufficient- 

ly from Dhap in the agricultural sphere to warrant attention within 

our limited time. 

Khalanga-Darchula is the district headquarters of Darchula 

district and lies at an altitude of 3,000 feet next to the Mahakali 

river which is the border between India and Nepal. A steel suspen- 

sion bridge connects the bazar with Dharchula, a fairly large hill 

town in India whose major function seems to be support for a large 

military garrison in the area. In addition, Dharchula in India is 

connected by motorable road to Askot, Pithoragarh and other major 

cities in northern India, as well as to the railhead at Tanakpur. 

Dharchula is a town with electricity, movie theaters for the army 

and a junior college, and as a consequence Dharchula generates a 

strong attraction to Nepalese to cross over for shopping, as well 

as for short term jobs and access to larger cities. 

The second main population of Darchula-Khalanga comes only in 

the winter months. In this period the entire population of Byans 

panchayat migrates with panchayat offices, schools and most of the 

population to Darchula-Khalanga. This population is made up of en- 

tirely of Tibeto-Burman speaking Hindus of a group locally known as 

Sauka. The Sauka, in addition, live throughout the hills of Garhwal 

and Kumaon, but here we are concerned primarily with the Nepalese 

population, whose homeland is in Byans panchayat in the northern- 

most section of Darchula district. We will use the term Byanshi to 

refer the strictly Nepalese populations of the Sauka. 

The Byanshi live into two major sections of Darchula-Khalanga. 

The northernmost section is called Banga Bagar and contains the 

population of the Byanshi village of Chhangru as well as the pan- 

chayat offices and one of the schools. On the southern side of the 



bazar is another  community c a l l e d  T inkar i  Kheda, made up of t h e  

people of Tinkar,  t h e  second major v i l l a g e  of Byans panchayat. 

Both groups now l i ve  i n  f i n i s h e d  permanent s tone  houses of a  q u i t e  

l a r g e  s i z e .  P r i o r  t o  1964, however, t h e  Byanshi l i v e d  i n  small 

c a t t l e  shed-l ike s t r u c t u r e s  (poths)  i n  which t h e  Byanshi f a m i l i e s  

l i v e d  wi th  t h e i r  l i v e s t o c k .  It was from these  small s t r u c t u r e s  

t h a t  t r a d i n g  exped i t ions  were launched. I n  t h e  l a t e  18001s,  t h e r e  

was a d i s p u t e  between t h e  Byanshi and t h e  h igh Nepali c a s t e s  over 

land i n  t h e  p resen t  Dethala, Dhuligada and Khalanga panchayats. The 

Byanshi claimed t h a t  s i n c e  they came from t h e  high a l t i t u d e  north- 

e r n  regions ,  they needed land on which t o  spend t h e  win te r .  Since 

t h i s  land had been t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  win te r  home of t h e  Byanshi, they 

f e l t  they should cont inue  t o  spend t h e i r  win te r s  here .  The high 

Nepali c a s t e s ,  however, f e l t  t h a t  s i n c e  they had been c u l t i v a t i n g  

t h e  land and s i n c e  t h e  Byanshi came only i n  t h e  win te r ,  t h e  Nepali 

c a s t e s  should have t h e  r i g h t  t o  t h e  l ands  throughout t h e  year.  This 

c o n f l i c t  between d i f f e r i n g  needs f o r  t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  of t h e  s a m e  

land continued u n t i l  1904 A.D., when t h e  then Prime Min i s te r ,  Chan- 

d r a  Shumshere s e n t  a  sanad t o  t h e  Byanshi saying t h a t  f o r  t h e  s i x  

months t h e  Byanshi l i v e d  i n  t h e  reg ion  they would be allowed t o  l i v e  

on and u t i l i z e  t h e  land,  while f o r  t h e  remaining s i x  months t h e  

Nepalese h igh c a s t e s  could r a i s e  t h e i r  crops.  Tax would be paid  by 

t h e  Nepalese h igh c a s t e s .  But t h i s  d id  not  end t h e  d i spu te ,  s i n c e  

when a Byanshi a r r i v e d ,  he had t o  fence  i n  a r e a s  t o  con ta in  h i s  

l i v e s t o c k .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  small  go th - l ike  s t r u c t u r e s  and court-  

yards  were b u i l t .  When t h e  Byanshi re turned t o  Byans i n  t h e  summer, 

t h e  courtyard was ploughed wi th  t h e  rest of t h e  land i n  t h e  com- 

pound and i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h e s  were o f t e n  run s o  c l o s e  t o  houses t h a t  

they had t o  be repa i red  each year .  Feel ing got  so  high t h a t  a min- 



i s t e r  was s e n t  on s p e c i a l  depu ta t ion  (daudaha) t o  se t t le  t h e  d is -  

pute .  It was decided t h a t  t h e  land under d i s p u t e  would be given 

t o  t h e  Byanshi i n  r e t u r n  f o r  cash  payment and t h e  Byanshi would 

then take  over payment of t h e  land t ax .  Once t h i s  was s e t t l e d ,  the  

Byanshi began t o  b u i l t  permanent houses, al though a g r i c u l t u r e  con- 

t i n u e s  t o  be p r a c t i s e d  i n  t h e  summer months by t h e  h igh Nepali  

c a s t e s  on a share-cropping b a s i s .  I n  t h e  w i n t e r m o n t h s , t h e  land 

under ques t ion  i s  u t i l i z e d  a s  l i v i n g  space and a s  p l a c e  f o r  animals 

This does not  c r e a t e  any economic hardship ,  however, s i n c e  t h e  land 

i n  ques t ion i s  only very  smal l  p ropor t ion  of t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  land 

a v a i l a b l e  i n  these  panchayats, mostly below t h e  primary i r r i g a t e d  

f i e l d s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  land under ques t ion  becomes q u i t e  f e r t i l e  

a s  i t  i s  u t i l i z e d  as sheep pens and c o r r a l s  f o r  o t h e r  l i v e s t o c k  i n  

t h e  winter  and much manure i s  produced. When t h e  h igh  c a s t e s  u t i -  

l i z e  i t  dur ing the  summer months, t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  y i e l d s  a r e  q u i t e  

high. ., 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  Byanshi and t h e  l o c a l  Nepali  popu la t ions ,  

t h e r e  a r e  some government o f f i c i a l s  l i v i n g  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  Many of 

these  o f f i c i a l s  come from reg ions  ad jo in ing  Darchula t o  t h e  south  

such a s  B a i t a d i ,  al though t h e r e  a r e  people from t h e  T e r a i  and even 

some Newars from Kathmandu. These groups a r e  f o r  t h e  most p a r t  a r e  

t r e a t e d  a s  o u t s i d e r s  and s e e  t h e i r  s t a y  a s  being temporary. 

The bulk of our s tudy concen t ra tes  on popula t ions  from these  

t h r e e  panchayats. S p e c i f i c a l l y  under cons ide ra t ion  a r e  t h e  popu- 

l a t i o n s  of Dhap, Hikla and t h e  Byanshi groups l i v i n g  i n  Khalanga- 

Darchula. It has  been mentioned t h a t  t h e  resea rchers  have a l s o  

worked i n  t h e  "diad" v i l l a g e s  of t h e  Tera i  a s  w e l l ,  t h a t i s , v i l -  

l a g e s  i n  which migrants  from s p e c i f i c  p laces  from t h e  h i l l s  always 



seem t o  se t t le  i n  groups. The d i a d i c  v i l l a g e s  corresponding t o  

Hikla  and Dhap were s tud ied .  These v i l l a g e s  a r e  a s  fol lows:  f o r  

Dhappanchayat, t h e  corresponding d i a d i c  v i l l a g e s  a r e  Gauji ,  Amthala, 

Musepani and Barakunda a l l  i n  Suda gaun panchayat,  Haldukhal i n  

Mahendranagar panchayat and T i l k a n i  i n  Bhujela panchayat; f o r  Hikla,  

Jimuwa and T i l k a n i  i n  Bhujela panchayat,  Haldukhal and Ti lachaur  i n  

Mahendranagar panchayat and Amthala, Barakunda and Gauj i  i n  Suda 

panchayat. It must be noted  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  some over lap ,  t h a t  is  t o  

say,  t h e r e  a r e  migrants  from both  Dhap and Hikla  i n  s e v e r a l  v i l l a g e s .  

For t h e  most p a r t ,  however, t h e r e  i s  a c l e a r  dominance of one group 

o r  another  i n  each of t h e s e  v i l l a g e s .  Of t h e  20 panchayats i n  Kan- 

chanpur d i s t r i c t ,  s i x  a r e  dominated by h i l l  migrants ,  t h e  o t h e r  four- 

t een  a r e  p o l i t i c a l l y  and s o c i a l l y  dominated by Rana Tharus who a r e  

t h e  people n a t i v e  t o  t h e  a rea .  These Rana Tharus a r e  Pradhan pan- 

chas and ward members f o r  t h e s e  four teen  non-Pahadi panchayats.  

There a r e  a l s o  Dangaura Tharus i n  t h e  a r e a ,  who a r e  themselves f a i r -  

l y  r ecen t  migrants  from t h e  Dang v a l l e y .  Of t h e  s i x  remaining pan- 

chaya t s  only  Suda, Mahendranagar and Bhujela panchayats have migrants  

from t h e  a r e a  under s tudy  and t h e s e  l i v e  only  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  l i s t e d  

above. 

Kanchanpur is  an a r e a ,  which has  experienced tremendous growth 

i n  t h e  l a s t  t e n  yea r s .  Harka Gurung n o t e s  f o r  t h i s  per iod  t h e  popu- 

l a t i o n  of Kanchanpur has  grown by 293.5 pe rcen t .  This  phenomenal 

growth had been due f o r  t h e  most p a r t  t o  in-migrat ion from s e v e r a l  

major po in t s .  The f i r s t  p o i n t  has  been t h e  migra t ion  of  Tharus from 

t h e  Dang v a l l e y  mentioned above, b u t  t h i s  migra t ion  is  a l i t t l e  con- 

ce rn  t o  us  f o r  i f  l o c a l  sources  a r e  c o r r e c t  t h e  migra t ion  took p l a c e  

over a century  ago and hence does no t  account f o r  t h e  r e c e n t  growth 

of populat ion.  Looking however more c a r e f u l l y  a t  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of 



the three panchayats under question, we get a good example of the 

tremendous variety of migrants now living in these panchayats. Tila- 

chaur village in Mahendranagar panchayat, for example, is a single 

ward of this panchayat. Within this single ward are several sec- 

tione, which we might call tols (neighbourhoods), each made up of 

populations from totally different areas of western Nepal. This 

ward contains populations from Dailekh, Surkhet, Dang, Salyan, Bai- 

tadi and Bajhang, in addition to those from Darchula district. 

Other wards in each of these six panchayats have similar structures, 

so that a tremendous variety is found within very small political 

areas. In addition to these migrants from all over western Nepal, 

are also many migrants made up of Nepalese populations formally liv- 

ing in Burma and India. These populations began arriving in the 

area around 1961 from areas such as Dehradun, Manipur, Dharamsala, 

Delhi, Assam, Rangoon, Machina and most importantly the village of 

Myu in Burma. This tremendously varied population is, of course, 

the basis of a totally separate study in and of itself, we will 

therefore confine ourselves to Darchula migrants at this time. 

The three panchayats under study are located for the most part 

north of the east-west highway of Nepal and north and northwest of 

Mahendranagar bazar in Kanchanpur district within a three hour's 

radius by foot. None of this area is presently under the Punarvas 

resettlement program and with the exception of one case involving 

the Burmese, the land has all been illegally settled. The land in 

the panchayat under question is all Terai land, that is to say flat 

land at an evaluation of below 1,000 feet. This land is particularly 

dry and irrigation is a tremendous groblem. Agriculture is tli~ typical 

three crop per year pattern described in Bista (1975), two paddy 

crops per year and one crop of wheat. 



I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  panchayats mentioned above, t h e  r e s e a r c h e r s  

a l s o  t r a v e l l e d  between Dhangarhi and Darchula on f o o t  v i a  Dandel- 

dhura and Ba i t ad i .  During t h i s  t r a v e l  per iod  ques t ions  were asked 

concerning labour and migra t ion  p a t t e r n s  ( see  Appendix 1) and com- 

ments on t h e  f i n d i n g s  from t h i s  a r e a  w i l l  be made a s  they apply 

throughout t h e  paper. A s  t h i s  s tudy was n o t  sys temat ic  i n  t h e s e  

r eg ions ,  the  d a t a  w i l l  only be used t o  suppor t  d a t a  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  

ga thered ,  t o  sugges t  f u r t h e r  a r e a s  f o r  r e sea rch  and t o  en la rge  t h e  

scope of the  a v a i l a b l e  da ta .  



Chapter I1 

Migration Typology 

The definition of any migrant typology is always problematic, 

especially in a country where there are many kinds of constant move- 

ment. There are always numerous alternatives for ways to group in- 

dividuals at any moment as they move from a variety of points of 

origin to a variety of destinations for a great many individual 

purposes. Studies in migration thus far presented portray these 

movements as being due to regional imbalances, that is differences 

in opportunities or resources available in one area over another. 

We, of course, agree that migration always has an economic bases, 

but economic imbalances between regions can be often more perceived 

than real. Although this study concentrates on relationships cen- 

tering on only one area, we have tried to provide a holistic pic- 

ture based not only on hard data of production and shortages, but 

also based on the limited knowledge of villagers, which is the 

basis for their own decision making. This information is certainly 

more limited than information available to economic planners, but 

this information vitally effects the outcomes of the policies of 

these planners and must be taken into account particularly when 

those policies are based on trying to change human behaviour. 

So far, no systematic definition of a typology of migration 

exists as it relates to Nepal. There have been attempts, however, 

and each can be criticized for inadequacies. The CEDAISFIT study 

(1973), for example, categorizes four types of migratory movements: 

i) seasonal migration ii) traditional settlers iii) former shut- 

tlers and iv) permanent settlers. In this typology it is difficult 

to differentiate between traditional settlers and permanent set- 

lers, since only an arbitrary time period separates the two. These 



categories create no useful differences between settler's inten- 

tions in the two categories nor does it establish differences in 

their relationships to their villages of origin. These definitions 

have a Terai based point of reference, regardless of the settler's 

point of origin, and fails to establish an economic hierarchy in- 

volving more and more serious or permanent dissolution of ties to 

the villagers point of origin. 

CEDA (1973), on the other hand, produces three categories of 

migratory movements: 1) seasonal 2) recurrent and 3) permanent. 

Although these categories are quite clearly defined and do estab- 

lish the relationship between the point of origin and the point of 

destination, they are not exhaustive in describing all possible 

patterns of migration in Nepal. Especially missing are migrations 

which do not involve movement into the Terai, that is to say intra- 

hill migrations and again it is unclear as to what changes in re- 

lationships are involved when a seasonal migrant becomes a recur- 

rent migrant. Again it seems that the two terms are divided pure- 

ly by arbitrary time factors. 

A typology of migration must exhaustively describe and allow 

for all possible points of origin, to all possible points of desti- 

nation, whether they be in the hills or the Terai. These catego- 

ries must also be based on some sort of comparable unit, defined 

in such a way that the differences between the types of migration 

are clearly placed on a single axis, so that they can be seen as 

solutions to economic problems of varying magnitude. We have stat- 

ed that we feel migration is due to the economic factors, parti- 

cularly those perceived by villagers themselves. For this reason, 

in creating our own migration typology we have keyed this typology 

to the major economic resource in the village, that is, land. It 



i s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of t h e  migrant t o  land i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of o r ig in  

t h a t  w i l l  become t h e  s i n g l e  a x i s  on which c a t e g o r i e s  of migra t ion 

can be o r i e n t a t e d .  I n  l i g h t  of our c r i t i c i s m  of t h e  typo log ies  

presented above a s  w e l l  a s  those  presented i n  Manzardo, Rai  and 

Dahal: 1975, w e  have t r i e d  t o  produce a  typology of migra t ion which 

w e  f e e l  t o  be more adequate t o  desc r ibe  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Nepal a s  

a  whole. I n  t h i s  typology, w e  have t r i e d  t o  avoid t h e  s e t t i n g  up 

of c a t e g o r i e s  which only  apply t o  a s i n g l e  geographic p o i n t  of re- 

f e rence  and y e t  a t  t h e  same t i m e  relate t h e  s u b j e c t ' s  p o i n t  of o r i -  

g i n  t o  h i s  p o i n t  of d e s t i n a t i o n  i n  terms of a  s i n g l e  concept, t h a t  

is t h e  migrant ' s  r e l a t i o n  t o  h i s  l a n d ,  We have t r i e d  t o  avoid a rb i -  

t r a r y  t i m e  f a c t o r s  a s  t h e  main p o i n t s  of d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  and u t i l i z e  

r a t h e r  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  s o c i a l  f a c t o r s  which w i l l  become ev iden t  a s  

w e  d i s c u s s  our  typology. The comparabi l i ty  f a c t o r  w i l l  be r e l a t i o n -  

sh ip  t o  land i n  t h e  p lace  of o r i g i n  and t h e  s o c i a l  f a c t o r s  which a r e  

n e c e s s a r i l y  e n t a i l e d  a s  a  consequence of t h a t  ownership. 

As long a s  a  man maintains r i g h t s  t o  land i n  a v i l l a g e ,  he  must 

a s  a  r e s u l t  of owning t h a t  land mainta in  a galaxy of s o c i a l  r e l a -  

t i o n s h i p s  t o  the  members of t h a t  v i l l a g e  whereever he chooses t o  

r e s i d e .  A s  long a s  these  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  maintained,  h e  must be 

considered t o  be a  p a r t  of t h a t  v i l l a g e .  I n  our s tudy ,  w e  have 

noted t h a t  a l l  migrants  s t i l l  owning land i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  were known 

t o  the  v i l l a g e r s  remaining i n  t h e  h i l l s ,  and d e t a i l s  of t h e i r  pre- 

s e n t  l i f e ,  r egard less  of res idence ,  were kep t  t r a c k  of and e a s i l y  

r e c a l l e d .  I n  t h e  Nepali context ,  t h e  land owner wants t o  be con- 

s ide red  a  p a r t  of h i s  v i l l a g e  and a s  long a s  these  t i e s  a r e  main- 

t a ined ,  the  permanence of h i s  migra t ion must be c a l l e d  i n t o  ques- 

t i o n .  



Most r e p o r t s  stress t h a t  migrat ion is  caused by t h e  hardship 

brought about by e i t h e r  a l a c k  of s u f f i c i e n t  land o r  by h o s t i l e  

c l ima te  which l e a d s  t o  i n s u f f i c i e n t  food production. This  is  s o  

pervas ive  an explanat ion a s  t o  become meaningless by i t s e l f ,  f o r  

i t  f a i l s  t o  exp la in  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  e u f f i c i e n t  d e t a i l  t o  provide 

any c l u e s  t o  t h e  s o l u t i o n  of t h e  problems. I n  t h e  chap te r s  which 

fol low, w e  in tend  t o  desc r ibe  t h e  va r ious  forms of migra t ion a s  

they p r e s e n t l y  e x i s t  i n  t h e  h i l l s  of far-western Nepal and w i l l  

produce s p e c i f i c  case  s t u d i e s  involving land shor tage  and i n s u f f i -  

c i e n t  food production as w e l l  as t h e  d e t a i l e d  s t e p s  which v i l l a g e r s  

t ake  t o  remedy t h e i r  problems. The assumption is, f o r  t h e  most 

p a r t ,  t h a t  migra t ion is a s t e p  taken only r e l u c t a n t l y .  The s o c i a l  and 

economic hardship  caused by l eav ing  a v i l l a g e ,  which i s  of course 

t h e  b a s i c  s o c i a l  world of a v i l l a g e r ,  is undertaken only as a last 

r e s o r t .  This  i s  ind ica ted  by t h e  Nepali word f o r  migra t ion,  basain ,  

which has  nega t ive  connota t ions  of t h e  v i l l a g e r  l eav ing  h i s  v i l l a g e  

due t o  t o t a l  economic f a i l u r e .  It i s  only  when economic cond i t ions  

i n  t h e  h i l l s  a r e h o p e l e s s , t h a t  a v i l l a g e r  w i l l  c u t  h i s  last t ies  

and permanently migrate.  

I n  some cases ,  however, temporary migrat3rln may t a k e  p lace  f o r  

the  purposes of investment. Such cases  w i l l  be  descr ibed below; 

but  they l ead  us  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  migra t ion is  a phenomenon f o r  both 

the  r i c h  and t h e  poor, t h e  middle group s t a y s  where they a r e .  Forms 

of temporary migra t ion which might come ou t  of a temporary o r  per- 

manent need t o  supplement t h e  y e a r ' s  income, may o r  may not  lead t o  

a chain of events  which can lead a v i l l a g e r  t o  permanently l eave  

h i s  p lace  of o r i g i n .  The economic dec i s ions  which l e a d  t o  t h i s  

chain of events  i s  unfor tunate ly  very d i f f i c u l t  t o  e x t r a p o l a t e  from 

the  typologies  which have been presented i n  t h i s  f i e l d  thus  f a r .  By 



emphasizing land ownership and its concominant social ties, we au- 

tomatically compare reversible migrants (those who leave themselves 

the option of returning to their village of origin by maintaining 

their rights to a place in that village by maintaining their rights 

to land in the village) to non-reversible migrants (those who no 

longer have the option of returning since their place in the vil- 

lage has disappeared with their loss of land in the village). It 

is by recognizing that villagers understand that there are these 

options and that each of these options has both costs and benefits 

that we can put our study of migration into perspective. By asses- 

sing each of these options and the conditions which lead up to the 

need to abandon one solution and take up an alternative one, that we 

can greatly expand our model of migration behaviour. If we can re- 

construct to some extent the social and economic realities of the 

village decision maker, we can perhaps present a set of possible 

options for the planner himself, so that solutions can be made with 

a minimum of social distress. 

a) Non-Migrants 

The non-migrant is, in effect, the man in the middle. For the 

purposes of this initial characterization, one might simplify by say- 

ing that this group is of a middle income level, living in a mild 

climate area. The effects of mild climate enter, for example, in the 

case of some Byanshi, where the majority of population lives above 

10,000 feet for a least part of the year, and who are forced as a re- 

sult of climate to cyclical migration. There are, however, some popula- 

tions of Byanshi living at 7,000 feet, in places such as Rapla pan- 

chayat of Darchula district. This group can raise crops on their 

land throughout the year and as a result are a sedentary,only mini- 

mally trading community of the same ethnic group. This indicates 



some of the effect that climatic factors have in inducing migration. 

It is therefore the land poor, with no options; the wealthy with 

many options created by capital and education and those whose cli- 

mate is not suitable to make a living throughout the year that 

must migrate. Those in the middle, those with sufficient land and 

suitable climate to maintain themselves throughout the year do not 

migrate, except in usual circumstances involving severe social dis- 

turbance. These cases are exceptions to the rule and will be cover- 

ed in the more detailed description which follows below. The op- 

tion of leaving (i.e. migrating) is potentially there, but the non- 

migrant owns no land outside of his social milieu nor does he earn 

money through labour outside his own village, except in the sale of 

certain surplus commodities or in occasional labour. Occasional 

labour differs from temporary labour migration in its irregularity, 

since the temporary labour migrant sets out, once the year during 

a predictible season to earn money. Occasional labourers go at 

irregular intervals and only for very short periods. 

Those who do not own land, but work as retainers or share- 

croppers may belong to this group of non-migrants, but almost all 

have to seek work during slack seasons. Some retainers are attach- 

ed to wealthy landowners who after purchasing land in another eco- 

zone for the purposes of investment might send these retainers to 

the new farms to work on the new investment land, thus even if 

settled, this group of poor non-migrants may be forced to migrate 

at any time and thus lead a tenuous existence. 

Non-migrants therefore make up a group which is neither great- 

ly prospering nor caught in a downward spiral and are for the most 

part landowners who earn a comfortable living from their present 

holdings. If there is a surplus, investment is made in either 



capital improvements or the purchase of land in their own village 

area. 

b) Migrants 

b. 1 Reversible migrants 

The reversible migrant continues to maintain access to land 

in the village of origin regardless of his present place of resi- 

dence and mode of employment. The ownership of this land continues 

to provide him the option of returning to his village of origin, 

either during part of the year when conditions permit cultivation 

(as in the case of those areas where harsh climate prevents culti- 

vation at some part of the year), or if his economic condition im- 

proves (such as sufficient cash is earned to pay off outstanding 

loans), or if the conditions in his present place of residence be- 

come undesirable. He may also shuttle between his village of ori- 

gin either seasonally or as time permits (home leave etc.), or for 

specific social purposes (such as attendance at weddings, ancestor 

worship etc.). The reasons for themigrant'sleaving his village 

of origin are usually due to either climate, insufficient food pro- 

duction (due to either harsh climate, poor land, insufficient land, 

temporary set-backs in financial condition) or the desire to pro- 

fit either by commerce or by investment in additional land to pro- 

duce cash crops. Any of these migrating individuals, by necessity, 

continue to maintain their social ties with the village of origin. 

Reversible migration can only be stable if outside opportunities 

(particularly outside employment) continue to remain available. 

Reversible migration can of course be a transitional or temporary 

state, indicative of a more permanent migration to come if no 

steady employment can be found and if conditions don't improve. 

If conditions do improve, such as through the purchase of more land, 



reversible migracte can once again become non-migrants by returning 

to their village of origin in a position to earn their total income 

there. If conditions continue to deteriorate, however, the rever- 

sible migrants may find themselves having to sell their entire hold- 

ings in the village of origin thus becoming non-reversible migrants, 

using the proceeds of the sale either to purchase land in another 

area, or by becoming part of a government resettlement scheme or by 

being absorbed into labouring classes. The category of reversible 

migrant can be further subdivided according to the strategy used 

for maintaining the ovnership of land in the village of origin. 

A. Trading and Transhumance 

These two groups are taken here as a single unit because both 

trading and transhumant agro-pastoralism are traditional means 

of dealing with insufficient food production in an area due to poor 

soil or harsh climatic conditions. What unifies the two groups is 

their reliance on animal husbandry to augment deficient a cultivation 

system. Both groups own land in what we might often have to arbi- 

trarity tern as a point of origin (since these groups tend to move 

in a regular yearlycycle),yet both groups may also own land or 

have rights to land in several subsidiary regions in differing 

ecozones as well. 

In the case of trade, animal husbandry is utilized for the pro- 

duction of some trade goods, usually of a limited quantity, but this 

does not usually account for the major bulk of the trade flow. In- 

stead, animalhusbandry does give these traders a transport advan- 

tage allowing sufficient quantities of trade goods to be carried 

to create sufficient profit at the very least to make up for food 

insufficiencies. The flexibility of these trading groups has al- 

ready been noted in the literature, particularly in groups such as 



the Sherpa, Thakali, Khamba and in this region the ~~anshi.' What 

separates the trading groups from the other agro-pastoral transhu- 

mant groups isaccess, for someperiod, to one of the trans-Himalayan 

trade routes. These trade routes are quite limited in number and 

without access to such a route trade is impossible. Access to these 

routes permit the groups to take advantage of the long stand- 

ing differential of production brought about by differences of cli- 

mate and adaptation between the Tibetan plateau and the middle hills 

of Nepal. The Tibetan plateau has long emphasized husbandry, hence 

produces a large surplus of animal products such as wool, yet is 

grain deficient (particularly in wheat because of the high altitude). 

The middle hills produces a grain surplus, but has always had a 

shortage of animal products due te lack of pasturage, particularly 

at low altitudes and has always been short of salt which is found 

in abundance on the Tibetan plateau. This means that groups with 

sufficient animal transport conditioned to crossing the high passes 

of the Himalaya have access to profits created by the differences 

in supply and demand between the north and the south. 

Where such trade routes are absent or monopolized by other 

groups, local people must survive by utilizing a series of ecolo- 

gical zones in a regular cycle throughout the year. To some extent 

this characterizes the agriculture of much ofNepal'shills, but a 

heavy reliance on animal products and the utilization of high pas- 

ture, often at some distanceaway,characterize these groups which 

are here termed agro-pastural transhumant groups. The literature 

of this adaption is only now starting to grow, but some good des- 

criptions are beginning to be produced. 2 



As population increases or when there are external changes in 

the political climate, it is the trading groups which are usually 

the first to respond and most successful in dealing with this change. 

Since traders often accumulate capital (and today this means cash), 

the closing of a trade route or the increase of population beyond 

the carrying capacity of the village of origin leads not to chaos, 

but to the group migrating or better expanding, resettling primarily 

along what were once the way-stations of their former trade routes 

and creating new businesses to take advantage of new opportunities 

which have occurred as a result of ~hange.~ These groups also have 

the cash to send their young to be educated and thus the groups 

change to reflect new ways. 

The agro-pastoral transhumant groups are only marginally ef- 

fected by closing of trade routes (since small localized trade often 

continue to serve them after a major route has closed), but over- 

population does effect these groups very seriously when the separa- 

tion of functions between various ecozones break down as a result 

of pressures on the group to extend the utilization of one zone into 

a neighbouring zone. This is potentially a dangerous situation, 

since a shift in the utilization of these zones to alleviate prob- 

lems brought about by population growth can lead to a permanent 

break down in the total cycle and lead to the degradation of the 

environment itself, through landslides and the resulting loss of 

water supply. 

The Byanshi are the local group of traders in the Darchula 

area and present us with an almost classic Himalayan trading group. 

There are some transhumant elements in Hikla panchayat as well, but 

this is by no means as good an example as can be found elsewhere 

in Nepal, such as in the Ganesh or Manaslu regions, or perhaps in 



o t h e r  p laces  i n  Darchula. Since t h e s e  reg ions  were n o t  s tud ied ,  

however, we w i l l  p resen t  t h e  d a t a  w e h a v e , n o t i n g  some of t h e  d i f -  

f e rences  wi th  more c l a s s i c  cases  of transhurnance. 

B. Labour Migration 

The second category of r e v e r s i b l e  migra t ion i s  t h e  labour m i -  

g rant .  These migrants ,  al though a l l  land-owners, f a l l  i n t o  two 

ca tegor ies .  The f i r s t  i s  t h e  short- term seasona l  l abour  migrant 

who works f o r  a  s h o r t  t i m e  a t  t h e  same per iod of each year  normally 

f o r  cash wages. The purpose behind t h i s  form of migra t ion  i s  the  

earning of a d d i t i o n  income t o  make up f o r  shor tages  i n  food due t o  

i n s u f f i c i e n c y  of land dur ing t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s l a c k  season. The 

second form of labour migra t ion i s  long-term i n  n a t u r e .  Such m i -  

g r a t i o n  i s  usua l ly  brought about by l o c a l  , labour s u r p l u s e s ,  t h a t  is  

t o  say where t h e r e  i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  land t o  provide work f o r  a l l  

members of t h e  extended family making i t  necessary  f o r  one o r  more 

male members of t h e  family t o  go o u t s i d e  t h e  l o c a l  v i l l a g e  and seek 

work f o r  extended pe r iods  elsewhere. The usua l  s i t u a t i o n  i n d i c a t e s  

t h a t  labour s u r p l u s  i s  more important than land shor tage  i n  t h e  case 

of long term migra t ion,  s i n c e  t h e  wives and economically i n a c t i v e  

ch i ld ren  f o r  t h e  most p a r t  cont inue  t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  support- 

ed by t h e  l o c a l  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  wi th  only  a  small added income from 

those  working ou t s ide .  The money which i s  s e n t  back by t h e s e  m i -  

g r a n t s  usua l ly  goes towards t h e  improvement of household c a p i t a l  

goods (such a s  houses) o r  t h e  purchase of new land e i t h e r  i n  t h e  

v i l l a g e  o r  i n  t h e  T e r a i  toward t h e  repayment of deb t s .  

B .1 .  Short  Term-Seasonal Labour Migrat ion 

I n  t h e  Darchula a r e a ,  many cases  of such s h o r t  term migrat ion 

were found. I n  Hikla panchayat, f o r  example, because of t h e  re- 

l i a n c e  on u n i r r i g a t e d  land and t h e  c l ima te  t h e r e  i s  a  s l a c k  season 



i n  agriculturalwork,between t h e  months of Poush and Phagun (December 

through March), where labour  requirements i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  a r e  only 

minimal. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  is  considerable  snowfall  i n  Hikla i n  

t h e  months of Magh and Phagun. Therefore,  a s i d e  from t h e  co l l ec -  

t i o n  of firewood and fodder (women's work) t h e r e  is  l i t t l e  l o c a l  

work t o  be done. Since  most of t h e  land i s  not  i r r i g a t e d  and there-  

f o r e  t h e  i r r i g a t i o n  of wheat (necessary a t  lower a l t i t u d e s )  is  mini- 

mized, males can be e a s i l y  spared f o r  o u t s i d e  work dur ing t h i s  t h r e e  

month period.  I n  t h e  case  of short-term labour migra t ion t h e r e  is  

t h e r e f o r e  a temporary su rp lus  of labour r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  yea r ly  agr i -  

c u l t u r a l  cycle .  I n  Hikla,  560 short-term labour migrants  were found. 

I n  Dhap panchayat,  where t h e r e  i s  a g r e a t e r  r e l i a n c e  on i r r i g a t e d  

a g r i c u l t u r e  and a milder c l ima te  wi th  no snowfall ,  t h e r e  is  l e s s  

s h o r t  term labour  migra t ion wi th  only 200 cases  repor ted .  Since 

t h e r e  is  more l o c a l  work t o  be done a t  t h e  lower a l t i t u d e s  dur ing 

t h i s  per iod,  fewer men a r e  a b l e  t o  spa re  t i m e  t o  work i n  o t h e r  a r e a s .  

Short-term labour migra t ion u s u a l l y  t akes  t h e  form of migrants  

going e i t h e r  t o  I n d i a  o r  less commonly t o  o t h e r  p laces  i n  Nepal f o r  

short-term work, e i t h e r  a t  pub l i c  works p r o j e c t s ,  such a s  construc- 

t i o n  gangs i n  road bu i ld ing  o r  i r r i g a t i o n  works cons t ruc t ion ,  build-  

i n g  of r e t a i n i n g  w a l l s  and o t h e r  labour i n t e n s i v e  engineer ing pro- 

grams. Migrants l eave  t h e i r  v i l l a g e s  i n  l a t e  Mangsir and r e t u r n  

i n  t h e  f i r s t  week of Chait .  The d a i l y  wage ranges from four  t o  n ine  

rupees ( Indian currency) o r  roughly one U.S. d o l l a r  pe r  day. Af ter  

paying f o r  food and lodging a v i l l a g e r  can save roughly 701- rupees 

per  month, p a r t  of which is  brought back i n  cash and the  rest i n  

t h e  form of c l o t h  o r  food. 



B.2. Long Term Migration 

Long-term labour migration involves leaving the village for 

extended periods of time, usually through signing some form of con- 

tract to work outside of the village area. Such labour involves 

work in the army or police forces of either India or Nepal, work 

as chowkidars or private industrial guards or work as lower grade 

cfvil servants in India. This labour involves the removal of the 

migrant from the village for an extended period of time and there- 

fore is in no way related to the yearly agricultural cycle. A vil- 

lager signing up for the Indian army will remain there from one to 

fifteen years of his life. Fifteen years is the goal of most of 

these migrants, since a pension is given at this time and ensures 

a small but steady income to the villager even after he ceases to 

work outside the village. This pension can tide him through dif- 

ficult periods and can be invested during prosperous years, since 

it is given in the form of cash. Likewise, members of Nepal's po- 

lice force strive to work at least 18 years in order to receive 

their pensions. Although these migrants are removed from the vil- 

lage labour force for long periods of time, they are not removed 

from the economy of the village, since many regularly sent back 

cash and bring cloth and food when they return to their villages 

during leaves. 

Both short-term and long-term migrants maintain strong ties 

to the village of origin. For long-term migrants, the presence of 

wives and children in the households of the migrants relatives act 

as a marker of the migrants continued membership in the village 

and mark the retension of their share of their patrimony. Since the 

bulk of the daily agricultural work in these villages is done by 



women and men's work is usually of a seasonal and generally short- 

term nature in areas where there are extended families with many 

male members, yet no large quantities of land, the males are more 

easily expended, while the women who must daily go out and collect 

fodder for the animals are not. In such cases, then, the families 

of the long-term migrants contribute to the necessary forms of la- 

bour, while the migrants are removed from their own redundant 

positions inside the village. Mter the long-term migrant 

permanently returns his savings can be utilized in the enlargement 

or improvement of the family house or in the purchase of land from 

local sellers (such as permanent migrants) or in the purchase of 

land for investment in the Terai. 

The return of the short-term migrants in the month of Chait 

(signaled by certain festivals, discussed below) ensures his con- 

tinued participation in the life of the village. Both forms of la- 

bour migration, as in the case of trading and transhumance, are 

ways of dealing with minimal shortages or population imbalances, 

short of total migration, the difference being that ,for the most 

partslabour migration relies on the availability of jobs for the 

migrants which for the most part are related to development related 

activities (in this case technical development) usually created by 

either the Indian or Nepalese government or jobs related to the 

functioning of government itself (army, police or civil service), 

while trade and transhumance is related strictly to climatic factors 

or accessibility to separated regions suffering from reciprocal im- 

balances in availability of needed goods. 



C. Extended Farms 

Extended farms are brought about not by poverty, shortages or 

overpopulation, they are brought about rather by wealth and the 

desire to invest. We have mentioned that migration is something 

which involves either the rich or the poor; the extended farm is 

rich men's migration. Extended farm owners are farmers who have 

sufficient cash to purchase land outside of their home area for the 

purpose of investment through the production of cash crops. In Hill 

Migration in Nepal the authors have defined the extended farm own- 

ers as: 

farmers who have sufficient capital to pur- 
chase land outside their home area for the 
purpose of investment and cash crop produc- 
tion. This investment land is purchased in 
addition to subsistence land in the village 
of origin and is usually purchased in an eco- 
logical zone different than that of the vil- 
lage of origin. A member of the extended 
family usually will shuttle between the va- 
rious land holdings. Sufficient labour can 
be obtained to simultaneously maintain both 
farms, although different seasons might cause 
one farm or the other to be emphasized. This 
group might show up as migrants in census re- 
cords (p. 30). 

Since the extended farm is a rich man's strategy for invest- 

ment, one would assume that the numbers involved in such invest- 

ment in any one panchayat would be sma1,l. This has been substan- 

tiated by the figures obtained in Dhap and Hikla panchayats. There 

are altogether only eight households which fit our minimal criteria 

for extended farms with only thirty-eight persons involved. These 

figures were much smaller thanexpected,indicating that the condi- 

tions in the far-western hills leave little surplus for investment. 



Case studies taken in both Dhap and in the Mahendranagar area in- 

dicate that the source of this investment capital ie often savings 

and pensions from long-term labour migration experience. Hence 

there is a strong relationship between long-term labour migration 

and the capital base necessary for beginning of an extended farm. 

Salaries from long-term labour migrationareby no means the only 

way of getting this capital together, since wealthy farmers and 

jimmawals already exist in the Darchula area. The phenomenon of 

the extended farm is probably more common in other areas of Nepal, 

however, particularly in those sections of the Terai which have 

settled for longer periods of time and have higher quality agricul- 

tural land. The key here is that the land in Mahendranagar is of 

a too poor quality to encourage any large-scale investment (see 

Chapter V, below). 

Another phenomenon closely related to the extended farm are 

types of reversible and non-reversible migration brought about by 

the extended farm holder bringing down traditional labourers from 

the areas surrounding his hill land holdings to work on his newly 

acquired Terai land. This type of situation is more common in 

places likeBajhang, according to several informants, but uncommon 

in Darchula. A more common situation is where a farm village leader 

might take over land in the Terai and after establishing himself on 

a rather large tract of land, invites other neighbours down as more 

or less permanent migrants (non-reversible migrants) to take over 

the excess land which he is unable to cultivate. In this way, the 

important villager is able to recruit members from his old social 

milieu to enable him to recreate his high social position in the 

hills in the new physical milieu. This pattern can be found with 

both extended farmers and non-reversible migrants, but is more com- 



mon with the latter for reasons to be discussed below. 

D. Non-reversible Migrants 

Non-reversible migration takes place when the ties of land 

and social interaction with the village of origin are completely 

severed. This may occur for various reasons but comes about when 

for one reason or another land owned in the village of origin is 

lost, sold or otherwise disposed of. Along with the loss of land 

eventually comes the concomitant loss of social relations with the 

village of origin. Since his land is now in different hands, so- 

cial ties cannot be reinstated, even if the villager finds his new 

conditions to be unsatisfying or even if his financial condition 

is changing for the better. A seasonal migrant who does not return 

to the village might lose his land to a creditor or he may remain 

in the new area after attaining good employment or a satisfactory 

marriage and give up his land in the hills. A villager might sell 

his land to pay off creditors for loans received to pay for marriage 

or funeral rites or after having reached the point of insufficiency - 

brought about by the selling of small quantities of land, piece by 

piece, to pay off creditors. In some cases family fights, social 

stigma, personal or political disputes might cause an individual 

to sell out his share in a villageoutright, causing him to sever 

ties which cannot be reinstated even if the cause for conflict or 

stigma disappears. Ultimately most of these disputes can be traced 

to the shortage of land, overpopulation, or other economic causes, 

though social friction may cause some one to sell out before the 

actual financial problems become acute. Disasters such as land- 

slides or loss of water supply due to landslides or other ecologi- 



c a l  s h i f t s  might cause one t o  permanently abandon land.  Permanent 

migra t ion ,  however, i s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  s t e p  and i t  is  our  f e e l i n g  t h a t  

most, i f  n o t  a l l  forms of migra t ion  d iscussed above a r e  s t r a t e g i e s  

t o  avoid t ak ing  t h i s  s t e p .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  i t  is  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  

h i s t o r y  of Nepal and t h e  Himalayan a r e a  i n  genera l  demonstrates t h a t  

migra t ion  is the  t r a d i t i o n a l  way of coping wi th  i n s o l u b l e  l o c a l  prob- 

l e m s  brought about  by overpopula t ion  o r  o v e r - u t i l i z a t i o n  of ecolo- 

g i c a l  resources .  The migra t ions  of Tibeto-Burman popula t ions  from 

t h e  nor th ,  of t h e  Nepali  c a s t e s  from w e s t  t o  e a s t  and of t h e  'Madeshi' 

popula t ions  from t h e  south  repea ted ly  demonstrate t h e  r e c u r r i n g  

u t i l i z a t i o n  of t h i s  temporary s o l u t i o n  of permanent r n i g r a t i ~ n . ~  Re- 

c e n t  advances, p a r t i c u l a r l y  the  e r a d i c a t i o n  of ma la r i a  i n  t h e  T e r a i  

have made c e r t a i n  new a r e a s  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  Tera i  and t h e  Inner 

T e r a i )  a v a i l a b l e  t o  migrants .  We must, however, stress t h e  obvious 

and s t a t e  t h a t  ma la r i a  e r a d i c a t i o n  d id  no t  b r i n g  about  permanent 

migra t ion ,  nor d i d  any government program br ing  about  migra t ion .  

Migrat ion i s  an  o l d  s o l u t i o n  and perhaps t h e  only s o l u t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  

t o  h i l l  dwe l l e r s  given t h e i r  problems and l e v e l  of t e c h n i c a l  devel-  

opment and r e s e t t l e m e n t  has a c t e d  merely t o  channel t h e  d i r e c t i o n  

i n  which t h e s e  popula t ions  have moved. Without t h e s e  programs, 

movement and perhaps c o n f l i c t  would have a r i s e n ,  s i n c e  t h e  amounts 

of land a v a i l a b l e  f o r  migra t ion  w i t h i n  t h e  h i l l s  have been severe ly  

deple ted  i n  t h e  l a s t  two hundred y e a r s  and t h e  a v a i l a b l e  " f r o n t i e r "  

i s  n e a r l y  non-existant .  This  s o l u t i o n  i s  always temporary, f o r  t h e  

problems of o v e r - u t i l i z a t i o n  always r e t u r n  a s  t h e  popula t ion  again  

begins t o  grow. It must be s t r e s s e d  t h a t  movements, p a r t i c u l a r l y  

those  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  groups a r e  made wi th  r e g r e t  and a r e  avoided 

i f  o t h e r  s t r a t e g i e s  can be followed. I f  noth ing e l s e ,  t h e  forms 



of migra t ion  d iscussed above demonstrate t h e  l e n g t h s  people w i l l  

go i n  adapt ing  t o  avoid a  permanent migra tory  movement. 

Movement t o  t h e  T e r a i  invo lves  a  r a d i c a l  change i n  environment 

f o r  the  h i l l  v i l l a g e r .  This  r a d i c a l  change, p a r t i c u l a r l y  now when 

there i s  l i t t l e  cho ice  of where t o  m i g r a t e ,  i s  a  p a i n f u l  th ing ,  

s i n c e  i t  involves  a t o t a l  change of t h e  shape of t h e  pe rcep tua l  

world f o r  t h e  migrant ,  I n  o rde r  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h i s  r a d i c a l  percep- 

t u a l  change t h e  migrant  t r ies  t o  ma in ta in  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  s o c i a l  

world of t h e  v i l l a g e  of o r i g i n  as o f t e n  a s  p o s s i b l e  when they m i -  

g r a t e .  I n  order  t o  ma in ta in  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of t h i s  s o c i a l  world, 

the  migrant  moves wherever p o s s i b l e  i n  a  d i a d i c  p a t t e r n ,  t h a t  i s  

t o  say he t r ies  t o  l i v e  among migrants  from t h e  same v i l l a g e  of 

o r i g i n .  I n  t h e  s e c t i o n  on extended farms above, w e  mentioned the  

case  of v i l l a g e  n o t a b l e s  who a f t e r  s e t t l i n g  i n  t h e  T e r a i  conscious- 

l y  s e t  ou t  t o  r e c r e a t e  t h e i r  own farmer s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  v i l -  

l a g e  of o r i g i n ,  by i n v i t i n g  and encouraging members of t h e i r  own 

v i l l a g e  of o r i g i n  t o  s e t t l e  i n  t h e  new a r e a .  Very o f t e n  t h e s e  form- 

mer v i l l a g e  no tab les  r e t a i n  t h e i r  o ld  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n s  and a r e  found 

a s  Pradhan Panchas o r  sadasyas i n  t h e s e  new T e r a i  v i l l a g e s  and a l -  

though many of t h e s e  migrants  a r e  ' i l l e g a l  s e t t l e r s ' ,  and a s  such 

not  o f f i c i a l l y  recognized by t h e  government, they v o t e  i n  panchayat 

e l e c t i o n s  and have r e c r e a t e d  a l l  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of a  normal h i l l  

v i l l a g e .  The former v i l l a g e  n o t a b l e ,  who i s  now a  pahadi  Pradhan 

Psnclla i n  a  T e r a i  panchayat,  a c t s  a s  a  symbol of the  o ld  v i l l a g e  

s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  and a s  a  c e n t r a l  o rgan iz ing  p r i ~ l c i p l e  f o r  t h e  

new migrants, whi le  a t  the  same time r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  h i s  own fami- 

l i a r  s o c i a l  r o l e  and p lace  i n  t h e  world i n  t h e s e  new and a l i e n  sur-  

round ings  . 



Wherever, p o s s i b l e  t ies wi th  t h e  v i l l a g e  of o r i g i n  a r e  main- 

t a ined ,  p re fe rab ly  by maintaining ties t o  t h e  land i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  

of o r i g i n  as w e l l  a s  through a t tendance a t  r e l i g i o u s  rites and o t h e r  

s o c i a l  o b l i g a t i o n s .  Informants s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  major f a c t o r  f o r  

going t o  t h e s e  func t ions  is t h e  chance t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  t e r r a i n  and 

c l ima te  p r e f e r r e d ,  bu t  once r i g h t s  t o  t h e  land i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of 

o r i g i n  a r e  l o s t  t h i s  becomes less and less l i k e l y  t o  occur. Children 

growing up i n  t h e  new a r e a  soon cease t o  see t h e  h i l l s  a s  t h e i r  home, 

un less  they have land i n  t h e  h i l l s .  

We have presented a genera l  typology of migra t ion f o r  t h e  chap- 

ter above. Below (see  Fig. 3) is a schematic r epresen ta t ion  of t h e  

va r ious  types  of migra t ion presented.  I n  t h e  chap te r s  which fol low, 

w e  w i l l  d i s c u s s  t h e  v a r i o u s  forms of migra t ion a s  they a r e  p r e s e n t l y  

p r a c t i s e d  i n  t h e  h i l l s  of our  t a r g e t  a r e a ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  T e r a i  

v i l l a g e s  which have come under s tudy.  
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Chapter I11 

TRADITIONAL FORMS OF MIGRATION: TRADE AND TRANSHUMANCE 

As we have mentioned in Chapter 11, both trading and transhu- 

mant agro-pastoral groups are taken as a single unit in this paper, 

since both types are here considered to be traditional strategies 

for dealing with insufficient food production due either to poor 

soil or harsh climatic conditions or both. What unifies the two 

groups is the reliance on animal husbandry to make up for deficien- 

cies in cultivation. Trade and transhumance represents a fixed cate- 

gory for the study of Nepal as a whole, but we do not mean that the 

two forms occur together. These forms represent slightly different 

patterns of adaptation involving differences in economic opportuni- 

ties to be exploited. In the Darchula area, transhumant agricul- 

tural patterns do not exist unless one greatly streches the defini- 

tion. Instead the opportunities permit a heavy reliance on trade 

in areas where marginal agriculture exists, to avoid the necessity 

of migration of a more permanent nature in order to undertake full 

scale agriculture. 

In the case of these traders,ani-l husbandry is utilized for 

the production of some tradegoods, in addition to supplementing the 

diet of the traders. These goods are most often of a limited quan- 

tity and in no way account for the major bulk of tra& goods. In- 

stead, husbandry here gives a tremendous advantage to the traders 

through the utilization of the animals for transport purposes. It 

is through the transport of goods utilizing animals rather than 

human beings that groups begin to be able to move sufficient quan- 

tities of goods to make this adaptation both efficient enough to 

allow enough cash or barter input (most importantly in the form of 



grain to make up for food insufficiencies due to inadequacies in 

local cultivation brought about by climatic or soil difficulties) 

and perhaps to create tremendous profits as well. 

Groups involved in the agro-pastoral adaptation utilize a 

series of ecological zones, created by differences in exposure, 

hydrographic features, and altitude in the neighbourhood of the 

settlement. The utilization of these different ecozones in a pat- 

tern following a regular yearly cycle allows sufficient crop yields 

as well as allowing the raising of animals whose products can then 

be utilized to improve agriculture and supplement the diet. This 

pattern requires a good deal of ingenuity both in zootechnical us- 

age and mastery of agricultural techniques of a great variety,rang- 

ing from irrigated agriculture in the lowest wet valley floors to 

the growing of potatoes in the cold and arid higher altitude re- 

gions. In fact, there are features of this multi-levelled agricul- 

ture in nearly all sections of Nepal outside of the Terai, but what 

defines the agro-pastoral group, is the reliance on animal husbandry 

for the survival of the group as well as the yearly transhumant cycle, 

moving flocks or herds over changes in altitude throughout the year, 

often over great distances, as well as the assignment of some por- 

tion of the male population of the village to the overseeing and 

management of the flocks during some portion of the year. Examples 

of this kind of adaption have been discugsed and exemplified in 

Messerschmidt (1974) and Alirol (1976) in writings about Gurungs 

in the Ganesh and Lamjung Himal regions. Two of the panchayats 

studies in the Darchula region (as well as many other areas in 

Nepal) share some of the features of the Gurung groups. Both pan- 

chayats utilize several ecological zones for agriculture. Both 

groups rely to some extent on husbandry and the utilization of 



animal products. What is missing, however,in the area studied in 

Darchula is the yearly organized movement of flocks to high moun- 

tain pastures in the summer and their return to the environs of the 

village in winter. Instead, flocks in the higher altitude Nepali 

caste villages are utilized in trade expeditions and the reliance 

of flocks for agricultural purposes is secondary,even though the 

production of animal goods (such as wool) is of great importance 

to the local economy, while in the low altitude villages, usage of 

husbandry is merely peripheral. 

What allows the transhumant pattern to become a trading pattern 

is simply the proximity to one of a limited number of trans-Himala-. 

yan trade routes and a local ecology suitable to the raising of 

animals proper to transporting that trade. An economic differential 

exists between the economy of the Tibetan plateau and the economies 

of the lower middle hills of Nepal. The Tibetan plateau is tradi- 

tionally short of grain, particularly the luxury grains such as rice, 

which cannot be grown at high altitudes. The middle hills are tra- 

ditionally short of salt and animal products because of a shortage 

of pasturage. In recent years,Furer-Haimendorf among others has 

noted the influx of salt from India has to some extent lessened the 

demand of salt in much of the middle hills (Haimendorf 1975: passim) 

but in the more remote regions, however, the traditional salt trade 

from Tibet still continues. With transport costs included, the 

Tibetan salt is often cheaper in these locations and it is consi- 

dered to be of higher quality. Problems in transport often keep 

the Indian salt from filtering up this far. This trade, however, 

remains for the most part viable only for those who are willing to 

barter on a small scale in localized areas. In addition to trade 

in salt and grain, there is often a demand for high quality Tibetan 



wool ( sa id  t o  be t h e  b e s t  l o c a l l y  a v a i l a b l e )  a s  well a s  f o r  specia l -  

t y  items such a s  yak t a i l s  used i n  r e l i g i o u s  ceremonies through- 

o u t  I n d i a  and Nepal. Earax, ana sundry goods a r e  a l s o  taken from 

Tibet .  Manufactured goods, medicine, c l o t h a s  w e l l  a s  g r a i n  a r e  

taken t o  Tibet .  These i t e m s  a r e  a l l  f a i r l y  compact and cont inue  

t o  be  t r aded  i n  t h e  Darchula a r e a  i n  s p i t e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  re- 

s t r i c t i o n s  have r e c e n t l y  a r i s e n  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  r easonp ,as  w e l l  a s  

i n c r e a s e s  i n  s u p p l i e s  of Ind ian  manufactured goods which have taken 

p lace  a s  a r e s u l t  of the  b u i l d i n g  of roads  i n  some of t h e  a r e a s  un- 

d e r  ques t ion .  Much has been w r i t t e n  about  t r a d i n g  groups i n  Nepal. 

Haimendorf (1975), most no tab ly ,  p r e s e n t s  a good g e n e r a l  account  of 

t h e  trans-Himalayan t r a d e  i n  Nepal. Many more l o c a l i s e d  ethnogra- 

phic  s t u d i e s  (such as Messerchmidt and Gurung, 1972; Golds te in ,  

1975; Furer-Haimendorf 1963; Bista 1967 and 1971; Manzardo, 1976, 

F i she r  1974, Jest, 1975,to name a few) have been p resen ted  a s  wel l .  

Many of t h e s e  s t u d i e s  i n d i r e c t l y  i n d i c a t e  t h e  importance of mono- 

p o l i s t i c  c o n t r o l  of t r a d e  r o u t e s  caused e i t h e r  by s t r a t e g i c  o r  po- 

l i t i c a l  f a c t o r s ,  i n  mainta in ing a r e g u l a r  and p r o f i t a b l e  income from 

these  ventures .  The f l e x i b i l i t y  of t h e s e  groups i n  r e l a t i n g  t o  

change i n  circumstance imposed from t h e  o u t s i d e  and t h e  r e l i a n c e  

on educat ion  as w e l l  a s  t h e  c u l t u r a l l y  d i c t a t e d  fo l lowing  of r i s k  

t ak ing  behaviour i n  t h e s e  groups have been noted  a s  w e l l .  

The key f a c t o r  i n  whether o r  n o t  a group w i l l  r e l y  on t r a d e  

ortranshumanceseems t o  be r e l a t e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  a c c e s s  t o  an easy  

and p r o f i t a b l e  t r a d e  r o u t e .  Success depends on t h e  a b i l i t y  of t h e  

group o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  group t o  mainta in  monopol is t ic  o r  nea r ly  

monopolist ic  c o n t r o l  over t h e  r o u t e  and good r e l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  mar- 

ke ts ,keeping c l o s e  touch wi th  o t h e r  ephemeral demands. I f  t h e s e  

f a c t o r s  a r e  a l l  p r e s e n t , a  group r e l y i n g  on animal husbandry can then 



t r a n s f e r  t h e i r  b a s i c  adap ta t ion  from one based on a g r i c u l t u r e  and 

husbandry t o  one based on t r ade .  A no tab le  example i s  found among 

t h e  Byanshi, a  t r a d i n g  group l i v i n g  i n  our t a r g e t  a rea .  The Byanshis' 

major form of a g r i c u l t u r a l  production is  b i t t e r  buckwheat, y e t  t h e i r  

s t a p l e  consumption g r a i n s  a r e  wheat and r i c e ,  which a r e  no t  grown 

i n  t h e  l o c a l  a r e a ,  which l ies  a t  10,000 f t .  o r  h igher .  Wheat and 

r i c e  a r e  obta ined e n t i r e l y  through b a r t e r  o r  cash purchases (cash 

coming from t h e  s a l e  of r a k s h i  and c o t t a g e  indus t ry  products  i n  

  arc hula-Khalanga). This  s i t u a t i o n  has  been noted f o r  t h e  Sherpas 

a s  w e l l ,  who need rice f o r  p a r t i c u l a r  ceremonies y e t  produce none 

themselves, even though a t o t a l  r e l i a n c e  on t h e s e  t raded g r a i n s  was 

never noted except  f o r  t h e  r i c h e s t  f a m i l i e s  (Furer  Haimendorf, 1963). 

The Thakal is ,  as w e l l ,  were h igh a l t i t u d e  dwel l e r s  who consumed r i c e ,  

i n  s p i t e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  they do no t  grow any themselves. This  i s  

a l s o  t h e  case  among Humla Tibetans ( see  Haimendorf: 1975). 

Traders a r e  b a s i c a l l y  temporary migra tors  who move t o  avoid 

permanent migra t ion .  Not a l l  t r a d e r s  make h igh p r o f i t s ,  i n  f a c t ,  

i f  t h e  t r a d e  r o u t e  i s  no t  of high p o t e n t i a l ,  t he  adap ta t ion  can be 

only a marginal  one, which production provides high enough g r a i n  

input  t o  make up f o r  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e f i c i t .  Incomplete r o u t e s ,  

t h a t  i s  r o u t e s  which do no involve  a trans-Himalayan c i r c u i t  but  

merely involve  t h e  br inging of  c e r t a i n  commodities from a market 

t o  a  r e l a t i v e l y  poor "cul  de  s a c  " can provide only added income, 

t h a t  i s  only enough t o  enhance t h e  t r a d e r s  own i n s u f f i c i e n t  g r a i n  

production,  b u t  produce no l a r g e  p r o f i t s  which a l low c a p i t a l  

accumulation (no tab le  examples can be found i n  the  Jumla and Dai- 

lekh reg ions  d iscussed i n  CEDA SFITl1973). Because t h e r e  i s  no ex-- 

change between high production a r e a s  wi th  d i f f e r e n t i a l  needs, c r e a t -  

ing  a s i t u a t i o n s  where t r a d e  i s  exponential1 and t h e  customers of 

t h e  t r a d e r s  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  poor, t h e  p r o f i t s  remain minimal. Here, 



however, t h e  migra t ion of t r a d e r s  t o  prevent  permanent migrat ion 

i s  more c l e a r l y  o u t l i n e d  s i n c e  i t  i s  t h i s  marginal  t r a d e  which make 

s u r v i v a l  i n  an otherwise impossible c l ima te  f e a s i b l e .  

There are two groups of t r a d e r s  i n  our  t a r g e t  area. The f i r s t  

group is t h e  Byanshi which has  been discussed i n  Manzardo, Dahal 

and Rai (1976), bu t  t h e  s a l i e n t  p o i n t s  w i l l  be reviewed here .  The 

second group a r e  30 households, a l l  of high Nepali  c a s t e  l i v i n g  i n  

Hikla panchayat i n  Darchula d i s t r i c t .  

r The Byanshi l i v e  i n  two t o t a l l y  s e p a r a t e  areas dur ing t h e  

course of t h e  year .  During t h e  summer t h i s  group l i v e s  i n  Byans 

panchayat i n  t h e  northernmost s e c t i o n  of Darchula d i s t r i c t ,  c l o s e  

t o  t h e  border between Nepal and t h e  Tibetan  Autonomous Region of 

t h e  People 's  Republic of China. This  a r e a  i s  i n  t h e  rainshadow of 

t h e  Himalayas and thus  i t  is f r e e  from t h e  monsoon p r e s e n t  f u r t h e r  

south. The v i l l a g e s  of these  Byanshi l i e  a t  an average a l t i t u d e  

of around 12,000 f t  , t h u s  a g r i c u l t u r e  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  h igh a l t i t u d e  

crops such a s  buckwheat, b a r l e y  and s p e c i e s  of small gra ined wheat, 

i n  add i t ion  t o  pota toes .  Winter b r ings  heavy snows and as a conse- 

quence a g r i c u l t u r e  i s  no t  p o s s i b l e  dur ing these  months. Since the 

yea r ly  a g r i c u l t u r e  of Byans panchayat i s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e  

y e a r ' s  needs, t h e  group has  had t o  f i n d  a way of making up f o r  t h i s  

g r a i n  insuf f i\ciency. I n  o rder  t o  comfortably su rv ive  t h e  winter  

months, t h e  Byanshi migrate t o  a r e a s  surrounding t h e  d i s t r i c t  head- 

q u a r t e r s  of Darchula and take  up res idence  the re .2  Darchula-Kha- 

langa i s  a town of about 2,800 i n h a b i t a n t s  excluding t h e  Byanshis. 

The migrat ing Byanshi number around 2,000. A s  a consequence Dar- 

chula-Khalanga near ly  doubles i n  s i z e  dur ing t h e  win te r  months. 

Darchula-Khalanga is  a t  an a l t i t u d e  of about 3,000 f t .  i n  t h e  semi- 

t r o p i c a l  v a l l e y  of t h e  Mahakali River. Here i r r i g a t e d  a g r i c u l t u r e  



is normally practised with rice, maize and wheat as staple crops. 

The Byanshi own land in this area, yet do not practice agriculture. 

Instead, they rent out what agricultural land they have and devote 

their time primarily to trade purposes. Women weave various wool 

products, while otherwise unoccupied males spin wool into yarn. 

Other males distill and sell liquor in small bhattis, but the bulk 

of the men are off on trading expeditions throughout the winter. 

The fact that this group relies on trade rather than cultivation or 

husbandry (except as it relates to trade), takes this group out of 

a transhumant migratory pattern into what might be termed a season- 

ally based trade pattern. In many ways this pattern represents the 

same kind of situation found with the ~hakalis,~ where trade moves 

north in the summer and south in the winter with the opposite roads 

being impassable in the offseason. A central area, notably Tukuche 

acted as an entrepot for storage, anticipating the change in trade 

directions. No such clear entrepot exists for the Byanshi, where 

both Darchula-Khalanga and Byans act as temporary entrepots in the 

stressed seasons. Hence, Byanshi trade is more mobile and less pro- 

fitable that the warehouse based Thakali Trade. 
4 

The Byanshis trade cycle therefore is divided into two season- 

al segments: the summer segment is between Byans and the most im- 

portant remaining Tibetan market, Taklakot (~urang) and the winter 

segment in the middle. Until recently, there were two major routes 

to Taklakot, the first throughLipu La(pass) and the second through 

the more difficult Tinkar La, which necessitates traversing a 20,000 

ft. pass. Lipu La which runs through Indian Territory is now closed 

to trans-Himalayan traffic and so all trans-Himalayan trade must go 

through the Tinkar pass route. After the crops have been planted 

in ~aisakh~ (April-May) , the traders begin their movement toward 



Taklakot .  The Byanshis i n  bo th  Nepal and t h e  I n d i a n  " ~ ~ a n s h i s "  

(which we have r e f e r r e d  t o  e l sewhere  as Sauka) used t o  t r a d e  a l l  

over  wes tern  T i b e t  ( a s  f a r  a s  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  of wks te rn  T i b e t  i n  

Gartok) p r i o r  t o  t h e  coming of t h e  Chinese i n  1959. A s  o f  1962 

( t h e  t ime of Sino-Indian War) t h e  Sauka ( I n d i a n  Byanshi popula t ions)  

were no longer  al lowed t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t r a d e  w i t h  T i b e t .  The Nepali  

Byanshi,  however, con t inue  t o  t r a d e  and can  t r a v e l  a s  f a r  n o r t h  a s  

Taklakot .  P r i o r  t o  t h e s e  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  Byanshi and Sauka t r a d e r s  

monopolised t r a d e ,  o p e r a t i n g  o u t  of Taklakot  and s h u t t l e d  f o r  s i x  

months o u t  of t h e  y e a r  between Tak lako t ,  Gutak and Thokar. Af t e r  

t h e  coming of t h e  Chinese,  however, two of t h e s e  sub -cen te r s  were 

c losed  and o n l y  Taklakot  remained. Trade ,  however, w a s  no  longe r  

between i n d i v i d u a l s .  I n s t e a d  t h e  Byanshi had t o  t r a d e  w i t h  s t a t e  

agen t s ,  except  i n  t h e  c a s e  of  c e r t a i n  f o o d s t u f f s  ( such  as d r i e d  

r add i sh )  which s t i l l  can be  i n d i v i d u a l l y  t r aded  and c e r t a i n  forms 

of black-market t r a d e .  Byanshis  l i v i n g  i n  t h i s  a r e a  b u i l t  houses 

each year  w i t h  fou r - s tone  w a l l s  and a  wooden frame ove r  which t e n t  

c l o t h  i s  s t r e t c h e d  a s  a  r o o f .  Permanent houses  ( i . e .  houses  w i t h  

a  permanent r o o f )  were n o t  a l lowed,  s i n c e  a  man w i t h  a  roofed  house, 

under T ibe t an  custom, could  c l a i m  T ibe t an  c i t i z e n s h i p .  

The house i s  bo th  a  s t o r e  and a  dwe l l ing  a r e a .  A f t e r  t h i s  

s i x  month per iod  i s  o v e r ,  t h e  house i s  d ismant led  and t l ~ e  wooden 

frame s t o r e d  e i t h e r  w i t h  T ibe t an  f r i e n d s  o r  p laced  i n  a  cave .  I n  

s p i t e  of s h o r t a g e  of wood i n  t h e  a r e a ,  t h e r e  has  neve r  been a  c a s e  

of t h e s e  framevor~cs be ing  s t o l e n .  I n  t h e  n e x t  s eason  t h e  framework 

i s  a g a i n  e r e c t e d  and t h e  shop a g a i n  b e g i n s  o p e r a t i o n s .  

S ince  t h e  Sauka were excluded i n  1962, t h e  Nepa l i  Tyanshi have 

come t o  t o t a l l y  monopolise  t h i s  t r a d e ,  b r i n g i n g  food g r a i n s  from 

Bajhnng, Darchula and B a i t a d i  d i s t r i c t  a w e l l  a s  c l o t h ,  sundry 



goods (bishatakhana), purchased in India and dried radishes and 

other local produce from Byans. These were bartered against salt, 

wool, goats (chyangra), sheep (chhyanglu) and yak. Since Chinese 

currency is needed to purchase goods in Tibet and such currency is 

not legally available to outsiders. The barter system for the most 

part is therefore still used, though black marketing is known to 

exist. When trading with Tibet,the Byanshi always used trade routes 

which go through Nepal. 

No fixed member of the family necessarily heads a trading ex- 

pedition. Any clever family member, be he an elderly man or a young 

son can be the family trade representative. Except for a few mem- 

bers who remain to look after the agriculture (most agricultural 

labour is done by hired workers). The whole family goes to Takla- 

kot and settles in a kheda (neighbourhood) with other members us- 

ually of the same lineage. Byanshi traders emphasize the nuclear 

family, but often brothers will pool their resources (such as live- 

stock or investment cash). When cash investments are made, after 

the expedition is finished, individual families will retrieve their 

initial investment and profits will be equally shared regardless 

of the initial investment size. 

In the winter, after the Byanshi have returned to Darchula- 

Khalanga, they begin trade throughout the middle hills and the 

Terai. At this point, salt is traded for the grain which has begun 

to be harvested in Bajhang, Darchula and Baitadi for later trade 

with Tibet and internal consumption. Both short-distance trade and 

long-distance trade are practised. Wool is either converted to 

useful items or brought raw down to the Terai. Short-distance 

trade involves the bringing salt, gur (unrefined sugar), cloth and 

sundry goods from villages, even in very remote areas. Sheep 

that have returned even from the longest journeys are seldom kept 

idle when short-term trade is possible. 



Long-distance t r a d e  u t i l i z i n g  mules a s  w e l l  a s  sheep i s  prac- 

t i s e d ,  f i r s t  by making long hau l s  of goods down t o  t h e  T e r a i ,  follow- 

ed by a series of shutt le: ;  between t h e  Mahendranagar o r  Dhangadi 

a r e a s  and s e v e r a l  markets  w i t h i n  t h e  h i l l s  such a s  D o t i ,  Bajhang, 

and Bajura. The Byanshi t r a n s p o r t  goods f o r  o t h e r s  a s  w e l l .  For 

example, goods may be shipped from Mahendranagar t o  Dandeldhura, a 

journey which t akes  s i x  days f o r  t h e  loaded f l o c k s ,  and c o s t s  a 

shop-keeper 50 rupees  per  maund (37.37 kg.)  f o r  t ramspor t .  Goods 

a r e  t r anspor ted  t o  Dot i  and Bajhang a s  we l l .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  J e s t  

(1974) has  noted t h a t  t h e r e  is a permanent se t t l en ien t  of Nepali  

Byanshi running r e t a i l  e s t ab l i shments  i n  Chainpur i n  Bajhang a s  

well .  I n  t h i s  way, t h e  Byanshi a r e  beginning t o  u n i f y  t h e i r  t r a d e ,  

handling whole-saling, r e t a i l i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  t r a n s p o r t  of goods 

throughout t h e  year .  F igure  4 below, p r e s e n t s  a schematic diagram 

of the  t r a d e  p a t t e r n s  of t h e  Byanshi throughout  t h e  yea r .  
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It must be noted that in the case of a Byanshi,there is tremendous 

reliance on animal husbandry to transport sufficient goods to make 

trade profitable. Without knowledge of the proper methods of zoo- 

technology and an ecologically satisfactory area of habitation,with 

a high enough altitude and sufficient fodder production for pastur- 

age, this type of adaptation would not bepossible. Hence,there are 

seldom long-distance traders in the lower hills of Nepal, since the 

use of large areas of land for irrigated and non-irrigated agricul- 

ture cuts off the possibility of utilizing the land for pasturage, 

even for animals which can live at lower altitudes. For this rea- 

eon, animal populations, particularly populationsof animals useful 

for transport tend to be low. The prevalence of disease make sheep 

production impossible at lower altitudes, given present patterns of 

disease in the species of Nepal. At higher altitudes, however, less 

land can be utilized for agricultural purposes and the environment 

is more conducive to the raising of certain species of animals due 

either to the greater abundance of fodder growing areas, freedom 

from disease or in the case of yak or dzoba, the suitability of the 

high altitudes to the animals built in biological needs. Table 2 

below gives a census of the domestic animal population of Byans 

panchayat. 

Table 2 

Domestic Animals in Byans Panchayat 

Yak ( d l )  - 8 

Dromu ( 9 ) - 2 

Jopu ( 8 ) - 125 

Jomu ( ) - 3 0 

Tolba ( 3) - 9 0 

Tolbini ( 3 ) - 3 0 



cattle ( fl I $ 1 - 200 

Horses - 40 

Mules - 150 

Sheep - 1500 

Chyangra (goat) - 400 

Pure breds and jopu (dzoba -9 the first cross: usually between 

a male yak and a female Bas taurus?. A cross between a male - Bos 

taurus? and a female yak is also possible, but is considered unhealthy 

and does not live long) are used for transport of goods across the 

Himalayas. Tolba (a local name for the second cross, i.e. that be- 

tween a jopu and a - Bos taurus) is not used for long-distance trans- 
6 

porkas it is not considered strong enough for this work. Horses, 

mules, sheep and chyangra (goat) are used for transport both in 

the higher and lower altitudes. Jopu are used at lower altitudes 

as well and have been spotted by the researchers south of Darchula- 

Khalanga,below an altitude of 3,000 ft. Sheep and goats are parti- 

cularly useful, since they can be used on small, more difficult 

trails where the larger animals cannot pass. It has been estimated 

by the researchers that a flock of 200 sheep can carry as much as 

2.23 metric tons carried in small bags (karkha: Bys.) harnessed in 

pairs to the backs of the sheep or goats. Mules are even more 

valuable, since a single mule can earn as much as 2,000.00 Rs. (N. 

C.) in a season for its master, since it can carry more than 2 

maunds (74.64 kg.) at a time with relative ease. Without these 

animals and the environment necessary to raise them, such trade 

would be impossible. This explains why those people living in pro- 

ximity to a trade route and at a high enough altitude to allow suf- 

ficient pasturage, control trade. Therefore, a double monopoly is 



necessary t o  c r e a t e  a s t r o n g  t r a d i n g  group; f i r s t  t h e  c o n t r o l  over 

the  t r a d e  r o u t e  i t s e l f  and second, c o n t r o l  of summer pas turage  suf-  

f i c i e n t  t o  r a i s e  t r a n s p o r t  animals. 

A second t r a d i n g  group i n  our  a r e a  c o n s i s t s  of 30 households 

of high c a s t e  Nepalese l i v i n g  Hikla panchayat i n  Darchula d i s t r i c t .  

This  i s  by no means t h e  only such group of high c a s t e  t r a d e r s  i n  

t h e  a r e a ,  b u t  t h e  groups i n  which t h e s e  t r a d e r s  a r e  found have the  

s a m e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  f e a t u r e s  d iscussed above, which make t r a d e  pos- 

s i b l e .  These f e a t u r e s  conform t o  t h e  genera l  r u l e  about what fea-  

t u r e s  a r e  necessary  f o r  a t r a d i n g  adap ta t ion .  I n  Rai ,  Manzardo, 

Dahal (1976) w e  compared t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  f e a t u r e s  of two panchayats 

(Dhap and Hikla)  t o  a s s e s s  reasons  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  migratory 

p a t t e r n s  f o r  t h e  two a r e a s .  It was noted t h a t  Dhap panchayat had 

a g r e a t e r  r e l i a n c e  on i r r i g a t e d  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  s i n c e  t h e  h a b i t a t i o n a l  

a r e a  of t h e  panchayat was loca ted  a t  a low a l t i t u d e  and thus  had 

more i r r i g a t a b l e  land a v a i l a b l e  t o  i t .  Because of t h i s  low a l t i t u d e ,  

sheep were n o t  r a i s e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  and goa t s  were r a i s e d  only f o r  

meat and manure production.  Since i r r i g a t e d  a g r i c u l t u r e  demanded 

a good d e a l  of labour ,  t h e r e  was no t  enough spa re  time t o  organize  

t r a d i n g  exped i t ions .  There was a l s o  no l a r g e  labour su rp lus .  Animal 

husbandry was l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  r a i s i n g  of c a t t l e  and buf fa lo .  Hikla ,  

on t h e  o t h e r  hand, was loca ted  a t  a h igher  a l t i t u d e  and thus  had 

much l e s s  i r r i g a t e d  land,  y e t  t h e r e  was much more pas turage  a v a i l -  

a b l e  and fodder production i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  was heav i ly  s t r e s s e d .  The 

h igher  a l t i t u d e  allowed t h e  r a i s i n g  of sheep and t h e  panchayat a r e a  

had nea r ly  f o u r  thousand head (owned by these  30 f a m i l i e s )  i n  addi- 

t i o n  t o  l a r g e  numbers of b u f f a l o  and c a t t l e .  Goats were used f o r  

t r a n s p o r t  r a t h e r  than meat production i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e .  A t  t h e  same 

time, roughly 137 l a n d l e s s  people were p resen t  i n  the  panchayat and 



a v a i l a b l e  t o  do a g r i c u l t u r a l  labour .  We have es t ima ted  t h a t  a  mini- 

mum of a t  l e a s t  s i x t y  people (two from each household) were working 

a s  t r a d e r s ,  y e t  t h e  a c t u a l  number i s  probably much h igher ,  i f  one 

were t o  inc lude l o c a l  employees who a r e  u t i l i z e d  i n  d r i v i n g  t h e  

f locks .  The added income from t r a d e  i n  t h e  form of g r a i n  permits  

( a s  i n  t h e  case  of t h e  Byanshi) t h e  payment of both  h i r e d  agr icu l -  

t u r a l  l aboure r  and h i r e d  husbandry labour ,  a s  w e l l  a s  s u f f i c i e n t  

f r e e  time f o r  t h e  h igh c a s t e  f a m i l i e s  t o  go o u t  on t h e  t r a d e  expe- 

d i t i o n s .  Again, both  t h e  people of Dhap and t h e  people of Hikla 

have access  t o  a v i a b l e  t r a d e  r o u t e ,  bu t  only t h e  people of Hikla 

have s u f f i c i e n t  fodder and enough high a l t i t u d e  pas tu rage  t o  r a i s e  

s u f f i c i e n t  numbers of t r a n s p o r t  animals t o  make t r a d e  v i a b l e .  This 

t r a d e  i s  on a smaller s c a l e  than t h a t  of Byanshi, p a r t l y  because 

of t h e  s t ronger  r e l a t i o n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  between t h e  Byanshi and the  

Tibetans (due p r imar i ly  t o  t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  and c u l t u r a l  f a c t o r s ) ,  b u t  

mainly because t h e  Byanshi have t h e  l a r g e r  t r a n s p o r t  animals (such as  

yak, jopu and mules),  which can c a r r y  g r e a t e r  q u a n t i t i e s  of goods i n  

r e l a t i o n  t o  food consumption and hence a r e  more economical. The 

c l o s e r  proximity t o  Tibet  a l s o  a l lows a g r e a t e r  number of s h u t t l e s  

wi th in  t h e  g ivenseason,between market and e n t r e p o t .  For t h e  most 

p a r t ,  however, t h e  people of Hikla fo l low very  much t h e  same t r a d e  

rou te  and t r a d e  t h e  same commodities a s  t h e  Byanshi. P r i o r  t o  1962, 

t h e  people of Hikla owned mules a s  w e l l ,  bu t  a f t e r  t h e  Sino-Indian 

war they were no longer allowed t o  fo l low t h e  r o u t e  t o  T ibe t  through 

Ind ia .  Horses and mules cannot t r a v e l  v i a  t h e  road between Rapla 

and Byans on t h e  Nepali s i d e  and s i n c e  t h e  people of Hikla  could no 

longer use  t h e  Indian r o u t e  t h e  mules because d i s f u n c t i o n a l .  Since 

t h e  Byanshis l i v e  i n  Byans panchayat,  t h e  Ind ians  a l low them t o  

t r a v e l  t o  t h e i r  homes v i a  t h e  Indian rou te ,  s t i p u l a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  

rou te  i s  not  t o  be used f o r  t r a d e  wi th  Tibet .  S ince  t h e  Byanshis 
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a r e  allowed t o  b r i n g  t h e i r  own v i a  t h i e  rou te ,  t h i s  s t ipu-  

l a t i o n  is  i n  e f f e c t  very d i f f i c u l t  t o  enforce.  Hence t h e  Byanshi 

gain an a d d i t i o n a l  t r a d e  advantage through t h i s  t e c h n i c a l i t y .  Since 

t h e  road through N e p a l i s  exceedingly d i f f i c u l t ,  i t  a l s o  c u t s  down 

tremendously on t h e  number of t i m e s  t hese  high Nepali c a s t e s  can 

s h u t t l e  between market and en t repo t ,  and c u t s  down on how much can 

be c a r r i e d .  The Nepali  government's Local Area Development Depart- 

ment has been involved i n  a p r o j e c t  t o  widen and improve t h i s  road, 

and i f  t h i s  work i s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  completed, i t  w i l l  g r e a t l y  improve 

the  cond i t ion  of t h e  high c a s t e  t r a d e r s  and inc rease  t h e  amount of 

t r a d e  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  whi le  helping t o  balance t h e  Byanshi 's advantage 

i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n .  

The H i k l a t r a d e r s ,  howeuer,own more than twice a s  many sheep 

a s  t h e  Byanshi and t h e r e f o r e  t h e  production of wool (sometimes s o l d  

t o  t h e  Byanshi) and woolen c l o t h  i s  more g r e a t l y  emphasized i n  Elik- 

l a .  Various c o t t a g e  indus t ry  programs have been e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  

panchayat,  notably  two such f a c t o r i e s  f o r  t h e  manufacture of woolen 

s u i t i n g  m a t e r i a l  s t a r t e d  by Brahmins and Thakuris s i n c e  1974. This 

c l o t h  o r  raw wool is usua l ly  so ld  l o c a l l y .  I n  t h e  season when wool 

i s  not  a v a i l a b l e  (sheep a r e  sheared i n  October and Apri l )  co t ton  

thread i s  purchased from Ind ia  and t h e  looms a r e  used t o  manufac- 

t u r e  dhaka c l o t h .  

Both groups of t r a d e r s  must be looked a t  a s  p a r t  of an even 

l a r g e r  network, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  the  more souther ly  regions  of the  

Far.-West. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the  Byanshi and the  people of Hikla 

(emblematic of 'nigh c a s t e  t r a d e r s  throughout these  rno-~:,: no r the r ly  

regions)  a r e  a l s o  Thalcuri gro1l;s from places  l i k e  Humla (noted by 

(Haimendorf: 1975) and Jumla (see  Shrestha,  1973), who f o r  the  most 

p a r t  use only sheep f o r  t r a n s p o r t ,  a s  we l l  a s  groups such a s  the  



Dangali Khambas ( see  R a i ,  1973) and many o t h e r  groups who p ly  t h e  

t r a d e  r o u t e s  of t h e  Far-West o f t e n  in d i r e c t  compet i t ion  w i t h  one 

another.  Some a r e  l i k e  t h e  Byanshi ( inc luding t h e  Ind ian  Sauka), who 

a r e  engaged i n  what w e  have c a l l e d  exponen t ia l  t r a d e ,  whi le  o the rs  

must be s a t i s f i e d  wi th  poorer  p r o f i t s  because of t h e i r  t r a d e  routes 

a r e  p a r t  of a  more l o c a l i s e d  system of b a r t e r i n g  s a l t  from t h e  Terai 

a g a i n s t  whatever l o c a l  produce f a i r l y  impoverished v i l l a g e r s  can 

spare.  

It has  been noted t h a t  t h e r e  has been a  s h i f t  i n  t h e  s a l t  t rade  

i n  t h e  more e a s t e r l y a r e a s  of Far-Western Nepal. This  s i t u a t i o n  i s  

one where s a l t  was t r a d i t i o n a l l y  brougkt from Tibe t  has  been replac-  

ed by s a l t  from I n d i a .  I n  our a r e a ,  t h e  proximity of a  motorable 

road has made Ind ian  s a l t  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  a r e a  f o r  some time, y e t  

because Tibetan is  s a l t  s a i d  t o  t a s t e  b e t t e r ,  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  a  

market f o r  t h i s  s a l t  i n  t h i s  region.  I n  a r e a s ,  where the  d i f fe rence  

i n  c o s t  outweighs t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t a s t e ,  however, Ind ian  s a l t  has 

made inroads  i n  t h e  l o c a l  markets and has  changed p a t t e r n s  of t r ade ,  

but  t h i s  example (even though i t  i s  o u t  of our t a r g e t  a r e a ) ,  v e r i -  

f i e s  c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of transhumance t o  t r a d e .  

Before t h e  change i n  markets, groups such a s  t h e  Khampa and t r a d e r s  

i n  Humla brought s a l t  down from Tibe t  i n  t h e  summer months and i n  

t h e  win te r  brought t h e i r  sheep down t o  t h e  middle h i l l s  f o r  pastu- 

rage ,  where they remained f o r  t h e  most p a r t  i d l e .  Af te r  t h e  market 

s h i f t e d ,  however, t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was reversed and most t r a d e  took 

p lace  i n  t h e  winter  months. Here these  popula t ions  moved f u r t h e r  

south ,  t r ad ing  f o r  s a l t  i n  t h e  T e r a i  and i n  t h e  summer moved nor th  

and continued t o  some e x t e n t  t h e i r  t r a d e  wi th  T i b e t ,  b r ing ing  Tibe- 

t a n  s a l t  t o  more l o c a l i s e d  markets. Given the  d i s t a n c e s  involved 

and t h e  amount of s a l t  t h e  sheep can c a r r y ,  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of 

t h e  s a l t ,  both i n  t h e  nor th  and t h e  south  has increased t h e  t r a d e  



p o t e n t i a l  of t h e s e  groups ,  making i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e s e  ~ e n p l c  t o  

t r a d e  i n  bo th  phases  of t h e  p a s t o r a l  c y c l e .  The needs of t h e  an-  

i m a l s  a r e  f i x e d ,  t hey  must move sou th  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  and n o r t h  i n  

t h e  sumller t o  avoid  t h e  dangers  of t h e  monsoon. I f  markets  can be 

obta ined  i n  bo th  a r e a s ,  t h e  l i m i t e d  c a r r y i n g  c a p a c i t y  of t h e  a n i ~ a l s  

can be overcome and s e p a r a t e  t r a d e  networks formed, each a  sr . l f  

conta ined  s e a s o n a l  " cu l  d e  sac" t y p e  of t r a d e  ( c f .  Haimendorf 1075) 



Chapter IV 

REVERSIBLE MIGRATION: PART 

In Chapter 11, we divided the category of reversible migrants 

into three general types: labour migrants, trade or transhumant 

migrants and extended farmers. In Chapter 111, we discussed the 

trade or transhumant category of migration in terms of its being 

one of the traditional means of coping with insufficient food pro- 

duction related to either climatic-or geomorphic factors. In the 

following chapter, we will discuss the extended farm and its rela- 

tion to migratory phenomena. This chapter is specifically concern- 

ed with the two types of labour migration and examples of their 

causation and functioning in our target area. 

We have divided labour migration into two general types. The 

first form is the short-term or seasonal migration which involves 

leaving the village of origin for short periods of time (usually 

only three months out of the year - maximum) at certain points at 
the agricultural cycle each year. Unlike trade or transhumance, 

which requires many individuals both on the trade expeditions and 

at home to supervise agriculture, short-term seasonal migration is 

an adaptation of agriculturists who can be spared for periods of 

time during an agricultural slack season and have access to employ- 

ment outside the village. 

Long-term migration is of a totally different nature. This 

migratory form is outside of the yearly agricultural-cycle, since 

it involves the removal of the villagers from the village itself 

for extended periods of time. This kind of migration seem,to oc- 

cur most frequently in villages relying on irrigated agriculture 

or both irrigated and non-irrigated agriculture, with little or no 



reliance on husbandry except as in adjunct to agriculture (such as 

in ploughing or manure production). In these villages, where land 

is limited (that is to say new land is unavailable to be placed un- 

der cultivation as the populationrises), yet were the land already 

under cultivation is sufficient or nearly sufficient for the year's 

production, is where such labour migration is most likely to occur. 

In such villages there is usually enough to eat, but not enough work 

to keep all villagers occupied or a situation where the addition of 

labour cannot increase food production, so some prefer to take the 

opportunity to work outside the home area rather than remaining idle. 

In this way, the yearly income of the migrant's family can be sup- 

plemented and either broughtup toor beyond sufficiency for the year 

(as in the case of short-term labourers). Additional capital which 

can be accumulated throughsavings, either for investment in land made 

available in the village or in other areas, for the improvement of 

capital on one's own farm can be brought in by long-term migrants as 

well. Long-term labour migration often produces a continuing income 

as well in the form of a pension if pursued for a long enough time. 

Such pensions can act as a continuing supplement or as a source for 

investment cash, even after the period of work is finished, although 

many long term labourers do not work for a long enough period to 

earn pe,lsion rights. Long-telm labourers can work as little as a 

year, but if they are absent for an entire agricultural cycle, they 

clearly belong to this category. 

Short-Term Labour Migration 

Short-term seasonal labour migrants were found in both Dhap 

and Hikla panchayats. There were, however, no such seasonal la- 

bourers found among the Byanshi. This is because the Byanshi are 

heavily involved in trade or cottage industry if there is a slump 



in market activity. The trade keeps the Byanshi so busy that local 

labour is hired for agricultural work in Byans panchayat (~ibetan 

refugees) and for caring for the livestock in Darchula-Khalanga. 

In Dhap, the lower altitude irrigation agriculture centred site, 
1 

we found that out of an active population of 2,598, two hundred 

males were found to be short-term labour migrants. In Hikla pan- 

chayat, a higher altitude non-irrigated agriculture site, 560 out 

of a total active population of 2,041, were short-term labourers. 

The reason in the difference in the frequency was related to clima- 

tic and cultivation factors. Since Hikla has a two month snow-fall 

(where there is little or no agriculture practised) there is a clear- 

ly demarcated agricultural slack season were the only work which has 

to be done is traditionally done by the women. This leaves the men 

free to travel out of the panchayat and work as seasonal labourers. 

In Dhappanchayat,repair of irrigation facilities and the continued 

agricultural activity (since there is no snowfall) means that there 

is acontinualdemand on local labour throughout the year and the 

slack season is not so clearly defined. Both villages send only 

males to do short-termlabour,and if roughly half the population 

can be assumed to be female, it means that half the active males 

in Hikla panchayat leave each year as short-term labour migrants, 

while only about a tenth of the active makes in Dhap are able to 

leave. Of the males that remain in Hikla, at least sixty are in- 

volved in trade and the remainder work in spinning wool for cottage 

industry programs during the slack season. There are no traders 

in Dhap, and those who remain work in agriculture or collect and 

sell wood in Darchala-Khalanga if there is a free moment. 



Short-term labour begins a s  e a r l y  a s  Mangsir, bu t  begins t o  

i n t e n s i f y  i n  t h e  months of Poush, Magh and Phagun (roughly l a t e  

November t o  the  beginning of March). Although men may go a s  ind i -  

v i d u a l s ,  most go i n  organized groups. I n  Hikla and i n  Dhap most 

l aboure r s  merely c r o s s  t h e  b r idge  a t  Darchula-Khalanga and work 

d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  the  border i n  p r o j e c t s  i n  Ind ia .  

When t h e  migra t ion  season begins,  a  man c a l l e d  - m e t  (usua l ly  

a  member of t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f )  c o l l e c t s  the  l aboure r s  and t akes  

them a s  a  group t o  I n d i a ,  a c t i n g  a s  the  intermediary between t h e  

c o n t r a c t o r s  and l aboure r s .  During t h e  f i e l d  work per iod ,  migrants  

from Hikla  were going mostly t o  Didihat  o r  Dharchula. When they 

a r r i v e , t h e y  f i n d  lodging i n  small h u t s  (:chhapro) o r  i n  caves. The 

v i l l a g e r s  might t a k e  t h e i r  own bedding o r  purchase i t  a f t e r  earning 

some money on t h e  job. V i l l a g e r s  may s t a y  anywhere from ten  days 

t o  two months, bu t  from time t o  t ime,  i f  t h e r e  is  s u r p l u s  labour i n  

a  fami ly ,  a  migrant  might s t a y  a s  long a s  f i v e  months. 

There a r e  p r e s e n t l y  seven met i n  Hikla panchayat. These - met 

a c t  a s  foremen on t h e  job a s  w e l l  a s  being h i r e d  by t h e  c o n t r a c t o r s  

t o  b r i n g  down t h e  labourers .  Each c o n t r a c t o r  has a  l i m i t e d  number 

of met and a s  a  consequence some v i l l a g e s  do no t  have t h e i r  own 
2 

met. This  means t h a t  when an i n d i v i d u a l  from a v i l l a g e  without  a  - 
m e t  tries t o  f i n d  work, he o f t e n  w i l l  have d i f f i c u l t y .  A labourer  - 
ea rns  anywhere from 4/00 t o  7/00 rupees (I.C.) per  day and, a f t e r  

expenses, might e a r n  a s u r p l u s  of 70.00 rupees per  month i f  he l i v e s  

c a r e f u l l y .  

Some short- term labour migrants  work on t h e  Nepal s i d e  a s  we l l ,  

e i t h e r  a s  c a r p e n t e r s ,  s t o n e  masons o r  a s  manure c a r r i e r s .  The ma- 

j o r  employers i n  t h i s  a r e a  a r e  t h e  Nepalese government and the  Byan- 



s h i ,  who a s  we noted normally h i r e  o u t s i d e  labour  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e  

and husbandry. Labourers work a s  c o o l i e s , m o s t l y  c a r r y i n g  s tones  

on road c o n s t r u c t i o n  sites and o t h e r  b u i l d i n g  programs. 

Earnings a r e  used t o  purchase r i c e ,  c l o t h ,  gur (unref ined 

s u g a r ) ,  s a l t ,  mustard o i l ,  soap and shoes.  

Dhap migrants  c l a im t o  work a s  f a r  away a s  P i thoragarh ,  but  

never go f a r t h e r  from home than t h i s .  P r e s e n t l y ,  however, t h e  ma- 

j o r i t y  of t h e  l a b o u r e r s  from Dhap a r e  working e i t h e r  i n  Dharchula 

o r  Didihat  i n  I n d i a .  For t h e  Dhap people,  short- term labour  migra- 

t i o n  i s  a  r e l a t i v e l y  new phenomenon. Migrat ion of t h i s  type  has  

begun t o  have taken p l a c e  only  s i n c e  opening of road c o n s t r u c t i o n  

s i t e s  n o r t h  of P i thoragarh  ( a f t e r  1962). 

The a v a i l a b i l i t y  of c a p i t a l  f o r  t h i s  work comes through govern- 

mentspending,  e i t h e r  i n  I n d i a  o r  i n N e p a l ,  o r  c a p i t a l  improvement on 

t h e  p a r t  of wealthy l o c a l  people from o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Therefore, 

t h e s e  jobs  a r e  never se l f -genera ted  by t h e  v i l l a g e r s  o r  t h e  l o c a l  

economyand a l low v i l l a g e r s  t o  make up l o c a l  shor tages  i n  t h e i r  ag r i -  

c u l t u r a l  product ion  only s o  long a s  t h e s e  o u t s i d e  genera ted  p r o j e c t s  

cont inue .  Local informants s t a t e  t h a t :  

s i n c e  t h e r e  i s  no work i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h i s  
work g ives  u s  c e r t a i n  i tems we need f o r  house- 
hold use, we go o u t  t o  work. Besides,  whi l e  w e  
were outworking,we a r e  g e t t i n g  food and saving 
t h e  household g ra in .  

This  underscores t h e  supplementary n a t u r e  of t h e  s a l a r i e s  f o r  t h i s  

work and so  long a s  t h e  o u t s i d e  generated spending con t inues ,  peo?le 

need no t  migra te  and can mainta in  themselves i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  f o r  

most of t h e  year .  Dhap produces more g r a i n  than Hikla .  They pro- 

duce income from s e l l i n g  ghee and meat t o  t h e  Ind ians  a s  w e l l  a s  



t h i s  s u r p l u s  g ra in .  I n  Hikla ,  t h e r e  i s  less a g r i c u l t u r a l  production 

and a  g r e a t e r  r e l i a n c e  on animal based i n d u s t r i e s  on the  one hand 

t r a d e  and on t h e  o t h e r  t o  c o t t a g e  indus t ry .  Those who have a hand 

i n  n e i t h e r  must supplement t h e i r  income by working o u t s i d e  the  v i l -  

l a g e  a t  l e a s t  p a r t  of t h e  yea r ,  s i n c e  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

s u r p l u s  t o  s e l l .  Dhap's a g r i c u l t u r e  a l lows l e s s  f r e e  time, but  pro- 

duces more s u r p l u s  g r a i n  hence t h e r e  is  less short- term migrat ion.  

Short-term labour migra t ion  a l s o  c r e a t e s  increased demands on 

t h e  p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e r s .  An informant i n  Dhap mentioned t h a t  be- 

f o r e  1962, farmers  had no demand f o r  soap, shoes,  kerosene o r  s p i c e s .  

With migra t ion  and t h e  beginning of a  small  cash income f o r  the  

workers as w e l l  a s ,  f o r  many, t h e  f i r s t  s i g h t  of a  market town c rea t -  

ed t h e s e  new demands, a s  we l l  a s  an increased a b i l i t y  t o  buy t:iese 

new commodities. Perhaps t h e  new demands have ea ten  up much of 

t h e  newly earned incomes and helped t o  some e x t e n t  i n  keeping t \ e  

income pure ly  supplementary, rat-her  t l ~ a n  producing even a  small  sav- 

i n g s  component f o r  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  f o r  use  i n  improving t h e i r  own 

cond i t ions .  Many v i l l a g e r s  have complained t h a t  they have been 

cheated by t h e  Indian  c o n t r a c t o r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  I n  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r ' s  

use  of a  s o r t  of 'company s t o r e '  where i tems a r e  bought on c r e d i t  

be fo re  t h e  s a l a r y  i s  paid .  People r e l a t e  t h a t  a f t e r  t h r e e  months 

ofwork,  they might be  deeply i n  debt  by t h e  t i m e  they a r e  ready t o  

l e a v e  f o r  home. 

Bisamas i s  t h e  b igges t  f e s t i v a l  ce leb ra ted  by t h e  people of 

Duhu Garkha ( i n  which Hikla i s  l o c a t e d ) ,  though t h i s  i s  c e l e b r a t -  

ed wi th  l e s s  pomp by the  people of Lekam Garkha (where Dhap i s  

l o c a t e d ) .  The f e s t i v a l  i s  ce lebra ted  a t  the  end of Chait ( ea r ly  

Apr i l )  and t h e r e  i s  tremendous p ressure  exe r t ed  on a l l  v i l l a g e r s  

t o  r e t u r n  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  This  is, i n  f a c t ,  t h e  s i g n a l  f o r  shor t -  



term labour migrants  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  home v i l l a g e s .  I f  i t  i s  

poss ib le ,  however, the  migrants  r e t u r n  home i n  time t o  c e l e b r a t e  

Maghe Sankran t i  ( : l o c a l l y  known a s  Narahari  Tihar)  ce lebra ted  ear-  

l ier  ( i n  mid-January). 

Long-Term Labour Migrat ion 

The p r i n c i p l e  d i f f e r e n c e  between short- term and long-term l a -  

bour migra t ion i s  t h e  removal of t h e  labour from t h e  y e a r l y  a g r i -  

c u l t u r a l  cyc le  i n  long-term migrat ion.  W e  d e f i n e  long-term labour 

migra t ion a s  labour done o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  of o r i g i n  f o r  a period 

which keeps t h e  migrant o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  f o r  a t  l e a s t  one e n t i r e  

y e a r l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  cycle .  The most obvious example of long-term 

labour  migra t ion i s  t h e  mercenary s o l d i e r .  I n  our t a r g e t  a r e a ,  

s e r v i c e  wi th  t h e  Indian army is most commonly encountered,  al though 

i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  of Nepal one might f i n d  migrants  s e r v i n g  wi th  t h e  

B r i t i s h  army a s  w e l l .  One signs up wi th  t h e  Ind ian  army f o r  a t  

l e a s t  a year ,  bu t  a s  a pension can only be obta ined a f t e r  1 5  years  

of service, longer terms a r e  usua l ly  found. At ta in ing  one ' s  pen- 

s i o n  is t h e  i d e a l  and one tries t o  serve i n  t h e  army as long a s  - 
poss ib le .  Se rv ices  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  f o r  7 t o  15  y e a r s  a r e  com- 

mon. Another form of long-term migra t ion is wi th  t h e  Nepalese 

army, o r  more commonly wi th  t h e  Nepalese p o l i c e  fo rce .  Here one 

must work 18 years  t o  r e c e i v e  a pension,  both  t h e s e  forms remove 

a v i l l a g e r f r o m  a l o c a l  v i l l a g e  labour  f o r c e  f o r  extended pe r iods  

of t i m e  and are no way r e l a t e d  t o  s l a c k  seasons i n  a y e a r l y  a g r i -  

c u l t u r a l  cycle ,  a s  i n  t h e  case  of t h e  short- term migrants .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  long-term work i n  t h e  army and p o l i c e  f o r c e s ,  

v i l l a g e r s  may a l s o  seek work a s  lower grade c i v i l  s e r v a n t s  i n  ei- 

t h e r  t h e  Indian o r  Nepali c i v i l  s e r v i c e .  These v i l l a g e r s  o f t e n  



work much more c l o s e l y  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  of o r i g i n  and can r e t u r n  a t  

l e a s t  once a year  dur ing annual l eave  periods.  

I n  s p i t e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  these  v i l l a g e r s  a r e  e f f e c t i v e l y  out- 

s i d e  t h e  labour  pool of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  they a r e  by no means ou t s ide  

t h e  economy of t h e  v i l l a g e .  Long-term migrants  r e g u l a r l y  send back 

cash t o  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  and b r ing  back food and c l o t h  when they re- 

t u r n  on leave .  I n  Dhap panchayat,  46 v i l l a g e r s  a r e  considered a s  

long-term migrants ,  while i n  Hikla 53 a r e  long-term migrants .  The 

percentage of long-term migrants  t o  t o t a l  a c t i v e  populat ion i n  these  

two panchayats a r e  f a i r l y  c l o s e ,  wi th  a s l i g h t l y  higher percentage 

of long-term migrants  i n  Hikla panchayat. ( see  appendix). It should 

be noted,  however, t h a t  Hikla has  a h igher  percentage of l a n d l e s s ,  

hence Hikla  has  a h igher  labour surplus .  This however does not  

imply t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  l a n d l e s s  who go f o r  long-term migra t ion types  

od employment. The r a t h e r  s t r i n g e n t  requirements f o r  ob ta in ing  a 

p lace  i n  t h e  army o r  t h e  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  makes i t  more l i k e l y  t h a t  

educated sons  of land ho lders  would be more i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  be 

re ta ined  i n  s u c h p o s i t i o n s , w h i l e  t h e  poorer l a n d l e s s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  

would be  h i r e d  t o  take  t h e  x i g r a n t ' s  p lace  i n  the  v i l l a g e  economy 

doing necessary  a g r i c u l t u r a l  labour i n  t h e i r  absence. There i s  no 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  frequency of v i l l a g e r s  a c t i n g  a s  shor t -  

term migrants  and those  a c t i n g  as long-term migrants .  The frequency 

of short- term labour migra t ion is a d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  seasonal  

labour su rp luses  due t o  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  s l a c k  season, while long- 

term labour migra t ion p a t t e r n s  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  absolute  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

labour su rp luses  and degree of education,  hence both Dhap and Hikla 

panchayats can be assumed t o  have a roughly equal absolute  labour sur-  

p l u s ,  wi th  a s l i g h t l y  l a r g e r  su rp lus  i n  Hikla due t o  t h e  l a r g e r  number 

of l a n d l e s s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Much of t h i s  su rp lus ,  however, i s  taken 



up i n  animal husbandry r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s ,  s i n c e  many of t h e s e  

a c t i v i t i e s  do no t  have t o  done by t h e  animal owners themselves. A 

p a t t e r n  emerges where t h e  w e a l t h i e r  y e t  more educated second and 

t h i r d  sons migra te  l eav ing  much of t h e  l o c a l  labour  t o  t h e  l o c a l  

poor. This  i s  more economical i n  t h e  sense  t h a t  those  who a r e  i n  

a p o s i t i o n  t o  ea rn  a b e t t e r  l i v i n g  o u t s i d e  a r e  f r e e  t o  do s o ,  and 

thus  by accumulating c a p i t a l  improve t h e  l o t  of their fami ly  i n  the  

v i l l a g e .  Whereas, i f  they  remained in t h e  v i l l a g e ,  they would serve  

a t  worst  l i t t l e  f u n c t i o n  a t  a l l  and a t  b e s t  would b e  doing agr i cu l -  

t u r a l  labour  which doesn ' t  u t i l i z e  t h e i r  l ea rned  s k i l l s  and which 

would be more economically done by poor h i r e d  l a b o u r e r s ,  p a r t i c u -  

l a r l y  when t h e i r  ea rn ing  c a p a c i t y  o u t s i d e  i s  t aken  i n t o  account .  

The Byansni and t h e  l o c a l  Brahmin and Thakuri  t r a d e r s  never 

undertake long-term labour  c o n t r a c t s ,  a s  f i r s t  of a l l  fami ly  labour 

is needed f o r  the  t r a d e  and hence t h e r e  i s  no labour  s u r p l u s ,  and 

secondly (even i f  one were t o  t a k e  t h e  pens ions  i n t o  account)  t h e  

s a l a r i e s  of long-term labour  migrants  a r e  nowhere nea r  as high a s  

t h e  p r o f i t s  from t rade .  The advantage of long-term labour  migra- 

t i o n ,  however, i s  t h a t  a s i d e  from t h e  investment i n  educat ion  re -  

qui red  f o r  most of t h e s e  p o s t s ,  u n l i k e  t r a d e ,  no a d d i t i o n a l  c a p i t a l  

i s  needed t o  ea rn  money. This  migra t ion  form has t h e  e x t r a  advantage 

of a l lowing an  educated v i l l a g e r  a l i f e  o u t s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and 

a glimpse of t h e  world. 

A long-term labour migrant  can i f  he s o  d e s i r e s  accumulate sub- 

s t a n t i a l  savings ,  al lowing him t o  make c a p i t a l  purchases.  There a r e  

s e v e r a l  s t r a t e g i e s .  One q u i t e  common s t r a t e g y  i s  f o r  t h e  cash  which 

i s  s e n t  back t o  the  v i l l a g e  t o  be used t o  purchase land w i t h i n  the  

v i l l a g e .  This  is  important  because i t  g i v e s  o t h e r  v i l l a g e r s  i n t e r e s t -  



ed in either permanent migration to the Terai or extended farming 

a purchaser for their land in the hills and a source of capital for 

their own purchases in the Terai. Another strategy is using savings 

to make capital improvements within thevillage, such as house con- 

struction, enlargements or repairs or the purchase of items to make 

technical improvements on their local agriculture. Direct invest- 

ment in land in the Terai is seldom done while the migrant is work- 

ing outside and is usually done on his return from the job because 

of the difficulties in supervision and getting the labour necessary 

to initially clear new land in the Terai. 

Nepalis serving in the Indian army get two months paid leave 

each year, thus return initially to find a wife and later to work 

with the family on improvements in the village holdings. The mini- 

mum expected from a sepoy returning from a year's service in the 

army is Rs. 2,0001.C., in addition to cloth, mustard oil, gur and 

other supplementary foodstuffs. We must emphasize that this is the 

minimum expectation for the lowest grade soldier and as his service 

continues a higher return is expected, so the financial contribution 

of these long-term migrants is substantial. 

An example of long-term migration is in the case of a young 

Brahmin boy, now serving as a driver in the Indian army. This boy 

returns each year for his two month leave. The anthropologists 

encountered the boy and discovered him to be well dressed, with a 

wrist watch. In addition to speaking Hindi, Nepali and the local 

dialect, he was also able to carry on a conversation in English 

and was eager to improve his command of that language. On this 

leave he brought with him Rs. 2,000.00 cash (I.C.) in addition to 

clothes for each member of his family (10 members) as well as mus- 

tard oil for family consumption. The cash in this case was to be 



spent  on paying a debt  which t h e  family had incur red  and t h e  pay- 

ment served t o  lower t h i s  debt  t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  by h i s  next  leave 

t h e  family would be t o t a l l y  f r e e  of debt .  S ince  t h e  boy was j u s t  

20 yea rs  o ld ,  h i s  expec ta t ions  f o r  ea rn ing  a cons ide rab le  amount 

of cash i n  t h e  remainder of h i s  c a r e e r  were q u i t e  high.  H e  s t a t e d  

t h a t  only t h e  poor send people t o  I n d i a  a s  u n s k i l l e d  l aboure r s ,  thus 

implied t h a t  those  wi th  educat ion expect  t o  go i n t o  t h e  more p r o f i t -  

a b l e  forms of labour .  I n  t h e  case  of t h i s  family ,  t h e  landholding was 

not  s u f f i c i e n t l y  l a r g e  enough t o  feed t h e  e n t i r e  family and there-  

f o r e  t o  prevent  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of going deeper i n t o  debt  and even- 

t u a l l y  having t o  s e l l  o f f  land t o  pay back d e b t s ,  thus  p u t t i n g  t h i s  

Dhap family i n t o  more d i f f i c u l t  s t r a i t s .  The family decided t o  take 

advantage of t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  Brahmin emphasis on educat ion and sen t  

t h e i r  educated son t o  e a r n  money o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A s  i n  t h e  case  of many resea rchers  who go ou t  t o  work i n  remote 

v i l l a g e s ,  our  func t ion  was no t  e n t i r e l y  understood by t h e  v i l l a g e r s .  

A t  one p o i n t ,  i t  was decided by t h e  v i l l a g e r s  t h a t  t h e  resea rchers  

had t h e  power t o  a s s i g n  land i n  t h e  T e r a i  t o  p o t e n t i a l  migtants .  It 

i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  note  t h a t  t h i s  young Brahmin requested  t h a t  we 

a s s i g n  him such land and implied t h a t  he  would l e a v e  t h e  army i f  

he  could g e t  i t .  To us ,  t h i s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he  was no t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

happy i n  h i s  army c a r e e r  and had a good impression of t h e  Tera i .  H i s  

family ,  however, seemed anxious t o  have him cont inue  i n  the  army, 

a s  t h i s  was t h e  s o l u t i o n  which allowed them t o  cont inue  l i v i n g  i n  

t h e  h i l l s .  

A second more anamolous example i s  t h e  case  of t h e  family of 

Narayan Singh of Dhap, a  Matwali Chhetr i  family.  Narayan Singh had 

t h r e e  sons. When he d ied ,  t h e  land was not  p a r t i t i o n e d  and t h e  

o l d e s t  son remained i n  c o n t r o l  of about 5 ropan i s  (9.65 a c r e s )  of 



i r r i g a t e d  land and one ropani  (0.13 ac res )  of non-irr igated land.  

The second b ro the r  went t o  work f o r  t h e  army road cons t ruc t ion  com- 

pany i n  Simla i n  1968. The t h i r d  b ro the r  l i v e d  with t h e  o l d e s t  bro- 

t h e r  u n t i l 1 9 7 0 ,  when he abducted ano ther ' s  wife and l e f t  f o r  Mahen- 

dranagar,  l eav ing  h i s  own f i r s t  wife  and ch i ld ren  i n  t h e  h i l l s .  H e  

worked f o r  a  while i n  t h e  p o l i c e  and then gave i t  up going t o  work 

a s  a  coo l i e .  H i s  second wife  d ied  i n  1973 and he then re turned t o  

the  h i l l s  and brought h i s  f i r s t  wife  and daughter wi th  him down t o  

the  Tera i .  I n  add i t ion ,  t h e  second b r o t h e r ' s  wife  went down t o  

Mahendranagar t o  l i v e  wi th  the  family of the  t h i r d  b ro the r .  For 

the  per iod from 1968 t o  1974, t h e  second b ro the r  s e n t  money t o  sup- 

por t  h i s  own wi fe  and make improvements on t h e  family land holding 

t o  t h e  family  of t h e  o l d e s t  brother .  After h i s  wi fe  moved t o  Ma- 

hendranagar t o  l i v e  wi th  h i s  younger brother ,  t h e  money went t o  t h e  

T e r a i  family t o  he lp  support  h i s  l a n d l e s s  wife. Although t h e  sec- 

ond b ro the r  s t i l l  has  r i g h t s  t o  t h e  land i n  Dhap, i t  i s  unclear  

what he would do i f  he decided t o  r e t u r n  t o  Nepal. H e  is  no longer 

sending money t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  of o r i g i n ,  although he maintains 

r i g h t s  t o  the  land i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  This example demonstrates a  

major d i f f i c u l t y  f o r  t h e  long-term migrants ,  f o r  even though the  

second b ro the r  is  c e r t a i n  t o  have had a  hand i n  many of t h e  deci- 

s i o n s  l ead ing  t o  t h e  fragmentat ion of t h i s  family,  i n  h i s  absence 

th ings  can t o  f a l l  a p a r t  and t h e  v i l l a g e r  might r e t u r n  t o  a  g r e a t l y  

changed s i t u a t i o n  a f t e r  h i s  work is f in i shed .  One must balance t h e  

cos t  and t h e  p r o f i t s .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  example, the  long-term migra- 

t i o n  served t o  u n i t e  t h e  family and keep i t  i n  the  h i l l s ,  i n  t h e  

second example, t h e  family has  been fragmented and t h e  t i e s  of v i l -  

l age  of o r i g i n  a r e  tenuous. 



m e  phenomena of long-term migra t ion p r e s e n t s  n v i l l a g e r  w i t h  

many t h r e a t s .  I t  i s  the  source of both p o s s i b l e  adventure and pos- 

s i b l e  tragedy. There i s  much anx ie ty  on the  p a r t  of r e l a t i v e s  who 

remain i n  the  v i l l a g e  f o r  those  who migra te  o u t s i d e .  One s t o r y  was 

r e l a t e d  t o  us by a  r e l i a b l e  source ,  bu t  i t s  t r u t h  i s  i r r e l e v a n t  i n  

the  sense t h a t  i t  can be taken a s  p iece  of l o c a l  f o l k l o r e  demonstrat- 

ing  some of t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of good men tu rn ing  bad and the  fea r  

of the  v i l l a g e r s  toward t h e  o u t s i d e r s  migrants  have t o  l i v e  among. 

Ayoung man,so i t  was t o l d ,  went t o  I n d i a  (supposedly from 

Dhap) looking f o r  work. H e  m e t  a  s e t h  (businessman),who was in-  

volved i n  b lack marketing. I n  t h a t  f i r s t  y e a r ,  t h e  migrant suppos- 

ed ly  earned Rs. 50,000.00 and brought i t  back home where he bought 

land i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  This sudden wealth a t t r a c t e d  h i s  cousin who 

re turned t o  I n d i a  wi th  him. This t i m e  when they re tu rned  they 

brough back about R s .  10,000.00, thus  a t t r a c t i n g  another  cousin and 

t h r e e  of them went t o  I n d i a  toge the r  t h e  fo l lowing year .  A four th  

man, j ea lous  of t h e  good fo r tune  of t h e  o t h e r s  a l s o  went t o  Ind ia  

t h a t  year  and t o l d  t h e  s e t h  t h a t  t h e  t h r e e  young men were s t e a l i n g  

h i s  money. The s e t h  discharged them and h i r e d  t h e  f o u r t h  man. Even- 

t u a l l y  t h e  f o u r t h  man was k i l l e d  on a  bus iness  t r i p  c a r r y i n g  

R s .  70,000.00 i n  cash and nobody ever  found t h e  murderer, but  the  

t h r e e  boys had been a r r e s t e d  and were now being held  f o r  t h e  murder. 

This s t o r y  p resen t s  the  magical elements going o u t s i d e  and 

ea rn ing  huge amounts of cash ,  money t h e  l i k e s  of which had never 

been seen i n  the  v i l l a g e  before .  I f  a  man can go ou t  and ea rn  

Rs. 2,000.00 i n  cash i n  a  year t:~rough army s e r v i c e ,  why not  

R s .  10,000.00, R s .  50,000.00 o r  even R s .  70,000.00 from the  myste- 

r i o u s  businessman from the ou t s ide .  But the s t o i y  t e l l s  o f  tlle 

dangers a s  wel l :  a  man can loose h i s  r e s p c c t n b i l i t y  mixin!: with 



t h i eves  and becoming one himself and even l o s e  h i s  l i f e .  For these  

long-term migrants ,  t h e  s t a k e s  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  high,  bu t  the  dangers 

a r e  thought t o  be  equa l ly  g r e a t .  

Aside from s o l d i e r s  and t h e  members of t h e  p o l i c e  f o r c e  whose 

work by i ts n a t u r e  can t ake  them f a r  from t h e i r  homes, long-term 

migrants  from our  t a r g e t  a r e a ,  l i k e  t h e  short-termmigrants,seldom 

go f a r  from t h e i r  homes t o  work. N a i n i t a l  seems t o  be the  l i m i t  of 

d i s t a n c e  t r a v e l l e d  f o r  long-term migra t ion  a s i d e  from the  Indian  

army. The l o c a t i o n  of work f o r  long-term migrants ,  however, tends  

t o  b e  r e l a t e d  t o  r e g i o n a l  f a c t o r s .  Even though people from Darchula 

seldom migra te  beyond Nan i t a l ,  people from o t h e r  a r e a s  (notably  Ba- 

jhang, Dot i ,  Bajura,  and even some people from Jumla) migra te  a s  f a r  

south  a s  Bombay o r  even Banglore where they might work i n  f a c t o r i e s  

f o r  up t o  f o u r  y e a r s  wi thout  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  of o r i g i n .  On 

t h e i r  r e t u r n  they might b r i n g  back r a d i o s ,  p ressu re  lamps and l a r g e  

amounts of cash.  These people have been c a l l e d  D o t e l i s  o r  i n  t h i s  

region l a h u r e s  ( taken from t h e  term f o r  Gorkha s o l d i e r s  i n  o t h e r  

a r e a s ) .  While t h e  an th ropo log i s t s  were t r a v e l l i n g  v i a  road from 

P i thoragarh  t o  t h e  T e r a i ,  bus d r i v e r s  were d i scuss ing  p repara t ions  

f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  of a t  l e a s t  70 busloads of these  ' l ahures ' .  This  

occurs  a t  t h e  beginning of March and a t  t h i s  time many small  b h a t t i s  

a r e  opened t o  t a k e  c a r e  of these  r e t u r n i n g  migrants ,  the  genera l  

expec ta t ion  being t h a t  f o r  these  r e t u r n i n g  migrants  money i s  no ob- 

j e c t  and any p r i c e  can be charged them. 

WithinDarchula,  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  r a d i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  labour 

migra t iona l  p a t t e r n s ,  bu t  many of t h e s e  a r e  ou t s ide  of our t a r g e t  

a rea .  L a l i  panchayat (one day 's  walk south  of Dhap) i s  s a i d  t o  

have l a r g e  popula t ion  of long-term labour migrants ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  

those  se rv ing  i n  the  Indian  Army. We were no t  a b l e  t o  v e r i f y  t h i s ,  



but  t h e  lesser a v a i l a b i l i t y  of land i n  t h a t  panchayat has  c rea ted  

s u r p l u s  labour  i n  t h a t  panchayat t o  much g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  t h a t  i n  

e i t h e r  Dhap o r H i k l a .  I n  a d d i t i o n , t h e  popula t ion i s  l a r g e l y  made up 

of Thakuris and Brahmins who have a f a i r l y  adequate educat ion.  A s  

a  consequence, t h i s  excess  popula t ion can be  absorbed a s  s o l d i e r s  

meeting t h e  g r e a t e r  educa t iona l  demands requ i red  f o r  t h i s  form of 

migrant labour.  Therefore,  c l o s e  a t t e n t i o n  must be pa id  t o  t h e  

f a c t o r s  of s c a r c i t y  of land,  e t h n i c i t y  v a r i a b l e s  and proximity of 

t h e  road be fore  p r e d i c t i o n s  of both  t h e  type  and amount of migrat ion 

can be made f o r  an a rea .  

I r o n i c a l l y ,  t h e  proximity of t h e  road accounts i n  a l a r g e  ex- 

t e n t  f o r  those  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e s  t r a v e l l e d  by t h e  Darchula migrants  

i n  comparison t o  migrants  from Bajhang, Dot i  and s o  on. Since  t h e  

t a r g e t  a r e a  of our s tudy is d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  from an Indian 

motorable road, short- term migra t ion i s  probably more common than 

i n  p laces  l i k e  Bajhang o r  Dot1 where t h e  e n t i r e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s l a c k  

season might be taken up i n  t r a v e l  t o  a p lace  where employment might 

b e  obtained.  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, long-term migrants  from Darchula 

a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  work c l o s e b y , i n  o r d e r  t h a t  they might frequent-  

l y  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  wives and f a m i l i e s  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  cheap and f a s t  

l o c a l  t r a n s p o r t .  More work has  t o  be done i n  h i l l  a r e a s  f u r t h e r  

t o  t h e  e a s t  of our t a r g e t  a r e a  wi th  d i f f e r e n t  conf igura t ions  of 

roads and a v a i l a b i l i t y  of labour  i n  o rder  t h a t  t h e s e  p a t t e r n s  can 

be f u r t h e r  c l a r i f i e d .  

A f i n a l  note ,  dur ing our s t a y  i n  t h e  f i e l d  t h e  Nepalese army 

held t h e i r  f i r s t  recruitment d r i v e  i n  Darchula d i s t r i c t .  Nearly 

60 people app l i ed ,  inc lud ing  school t eachers  and those  appearing 

i n  t h e  S.L.C. examination being given a t  t h a t  time. Brahmins, 

Chhetr is  and Thakuris a l l  appl ied  mainly because of d i f f i c u l t i e s  



with t h e  S.L.C. and t h e  new demands on teachers  brought about by t h e  

New Education Plan then being introduced.  This s i t u a t i o n ,  however, 

a l s o  r e f l e c t s  t h e  phenomenon discussed i n  Upre t i  (1976) i n  Limbuwan, 

where t h e  number of h ighly  educated l o c a l s  f a r  o u t s t r i p s  t h e  l o c a l  

demand f o r  such educated young people, hence t h e  tendency is  to  look 

t o  t h e  o u t s i d e  t o  f i n d  jobs  which a r e  both f i n a n c i a l l y  rewarding and 

chal lenging enough t o  be i n  l i n e  wi th  t h e i r  own self-images due t o  

t h e i r  education.  More and more i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  such educated h i l l  

dwel lers  w i l l  probably t u r n  t o  forms of long-term migra t ion,  which 

may become permanent migra t ions  with t i m e .  C e r t a i n l y  our experience 

with t h e  Brahmin d r i v e r  noted above shows t h a t  t o  some e x t e n t  educat- 

ed v i l l a g e r s  a r e  looking t o  t h e  o u t s i d e  a s  a p lace  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e i r  

dreams. 



Chapter V 

REVERSIBLE MIGRATI0N:PART I1 

Extended farms a r e  t h e  least common form of migra t ion i n  t h i s  

t a r g e t  a rea .  I n  Dhap panchayat on ly  t h r e e  households ( involving 

t e n  ind iv idua l s )  have been determined by our  c r i t e r i a  t o  be c l a s s i -  

f i a b l e  as extended farms. I n  Hikla ,  f i v e  households (28 individuals)  

a r e  involved i n  t h e  extended farm type opera t ion .  This  i s  e a s i l y  

understandable s i n c e  as w e  have def ined extended farms above, t h i s  

i s  c l e a r l y  a form of migra t ion u t i l i z e d  only by those  who have sur-  

p l u s  cash  which can be used f o r  investment and e i t h e r  s u r p l u s  labour 

o r  enough excess  lahour  t o  man farms both i n  t h e i r  home a r e a  and i n  

t h e  new a r e a ,  u s u a l l y  i n  an e c o l o g i c a l  zone d i f f e r e n t  than t h a t  of 

t h e  v i l l a g e  of o r i g i n ,  most o f t e n  i n  t h e  Tera i .  Th i s  form of migra- 

t i o n  i s  perhaps more common i n  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  of Nepal where migra- 

t i o n  has  been going on f o r  longer  per iod of t i m e .  

A c a s e  s tudy  should p resen t  t h e  genera l  o u t l i n e  of t h e  extend- 

ed farm type of migra t ion i n  t h i s  a rea .  A Thakuri  man had s i x  sons. 

The two o l d e s t  b r o t h e r s  along wi th  t h e  f i f t h  b r o t h e r  remained i n  the  

h i l l s  whi le  t h e  t h i r d ,  f o u r t h  and s i x t h  sons moved down t o  Kanchan- 

pur d i s t r i c t  i n  1966 where they c lea red  s i x  b ighas  of unreg i s te red  

( a i l a n i )  land.  A l l  l abour  u t i l i z e d  i n  c l e a r i n g  of t h e  land was done 

by t h e  b r o t h e r s  themselves. I n  t h e  case  of t h i s  f ami ly ,migra t ion  

was due t o  land shor tage ,  s i n c e  t h e  family i n  t h e  h i l l s  had only 

small p l o t s  of land (about 1 .3  a c r e s ) .  T h e i r ' s  was roughly one half  

t h e  average land holding i n  Hikla  panchayat and cons ide r ing  t h a t  

t h e r e w e r e s i x  b ro the rs ,  each claiming a s h a r e  of t h i s  land i t  i s  

apparent  t h a t  t h e r e  wasland shor tage  involved. 1960 i s  claimed by 

informant (and supported by t h e  h igh f requenc ies  i n  a l l  forms of 

migra t ion f o r  t h a t  and t h e  fol lowing y e a r , s e e  appendix) t o  have 



been a per iod of near  famine and s o  i t  w a s  necessary f o r  these  

b ro the rs  t o  f i n d  some land i n  which they could r a i s e  food. After 

applying and being turned down by t h e  rese t t l ement  program, these  

Thakuris c u t  down jungle and began t o  farm. The informant noted 

t h a t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  four  years ,  he w a s  unable t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  v i l -  

l age  because he  had n e i t h e r  t h e  t i m e  nor t h e  money. The informant 

a l s o  noted t h a t  h i s  family has  never re turned t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  of 

o r i g i n  s i n c e  they had o r i g i n a l l y  l e f t  t h e  p lace .  Since h i s  T e r a i  

land is n o t  completely c lea red  a s  o f y e t , a n d  s i n c e  t h e r e  is no irri- 

ga t ion  and t h e  y i e l d  of t h e  land i s  poor (10-12 maunds p e r  crop i s  

t h e  t o t a l  y i e l d  f o r  t h e  s i x  bighas,  and only two crops  per yea r ) ,  he 

has  been unable t o  send money o r  food t o  t h e  h i l l s .  This  example 

seems more l i k e  a case of permanent migra t ion a t  f i r s t  s i g h t ,  but  

a l l  of t h e  b r o t h e r s  have maintained t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  t h e  land i n  t h e  

h i l l s ,  p l u s  money is being s e n t  from t h e  h i l l s  t o  t h e  T e r a i  when- 

ever p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  purpose of improvement of t h e  T e r a i  holding. 

What d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  t h i s  p a t t e r n  from t h e  more common p a t t e r n  of 

extended farm found i n  t h e  e a s t  of Nepal and described i n  our de f i -  

n i t i o n  is t h a t  in t h i s  case  t h e  extended fanner  is  not  a wealthy 

maninves t ing,  bu t  r a t h e r  a poor man escaping s c a r c i t y .  Because of 

t h e  poor q u a l i t y  of t h e  land i n  western T e r a i  and t h e  l a c k  of irri- 

g a t i o n f a c i l i t j e s ,  t h i s  land is  less l i k e l y  t o  be bought f o r  t h e  pur- 

pose of investment than t h e  b e t t e r  q u a l i t y  land f u r t h e r  east. There- 

f o r e ,  our  examples a r e  n e i t h e r  numerous nor a r e  they t h e  c l a s s i c  

cases  w e  hoped t o  f i n d ,  nor  a r e  they t h e  kind of cases  t h a t  we know 

t o  e x i s t  i n  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  of Nepal. The s c a r c i t y  of examples and 

t h e  i n a b i l i t y  f o r  u s  t o  c l e a r l y  f i t  them i n t o  our d e f i n i t i o n  does 

not  mean t h e  extended farm does no t  e x i s t  i n  Nepal. Rather. i t  

causes us  t o  search f o r  t h e  reasons f o r  i t s  non-existence i n  t h i s  



region. Clearly our example established the links between the mi- 

grants and the brothers remaining in the hill village and if the 

hill villagers were wealthier and the Terai landbetter, the close 

ties of the joint family would certainly be strong enough to link 

the two. Instead, we find two sets of brothers, three in the hills 

and three in the Terai, each living as corporate units, but in se- 

parate economic groups one in the hills, the other in the Terai with 

strong sentimental ties yet without the economic means to link the 

units. In this way we have something which is neither an extended 

farm in the pure sense of the term, nor a completelv permanent 

migration with the severence of ties to the land and the concomitant 

loss of social ties with the village of origin. Instead, we have a 

case where either a permanent break or an extended farm can evolve, 

a transitional phase unable to be turned into a single unit because 

of lack of money, yet showing an unwillingness to give up the ties 

and security of the village. 

Two cases from Hikla (see Appendix 11) show another similar 

situation in this area which points to the extended farm being a 

sort of transitional phase for this area. In both cases there were 

two brothers and their families each sharing a single plot of land. 

The land, however, was found to be insufficient to support both 

families, particularly as the families had began to grow in size. 

One brother migrated to the Terai, leaving his family in the hills 

with the remaining brother. This migrating brother got a job in 

the Terai, usually as an unskilled labourer and began to clear the 

jungle on a plot of unregistered land. While he was clearing this 

land, the brother in the hills either borrowed money, sold some 

livestock or invested cash either from pensions (if he had been in 

the army or was some other form of long-term migrant, though cash 



from short-term labour  can be inves ted  a s  we l l )  and sen t  i t  t o  t h e  

brother  who was then bu i ld ing  up t h e  T e r a i  farm. This  opera t ion 

usua l ly  t akes  s e v e r a l  yea r s ,  s i n c e  t h e  T e r a i  brother  must a l s o  work 

f o r  h i s  l i v i n g  a t  an o u t s i d e  job. Once the  i n i t i a l  crop was harvest-  

ed, t h e  b ro the r  s e n t  f o r  h i s  family i n  t h e  h i l l s  and immediately sev-- 

ered t i e s  wi th  h i s  brother .  Depending on which phase of t h i s  evolu- 

t i o n  t h e  farm is s tud ied ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  might show up a s  e i t h e r  

an  extended farm o r  a permanent migra t ion,  f o r  whi le  the  investnient 

from t h e  h i l l s  goes on and r i g h t s  t o  t h e  land i n  t h e  h i l l s  i s  re- 

t a ined ,  t h e r e  i s  i n  f a c t  an extended farm, according t o  our d e f i -  

n i t i o n .  Once t h e s e  t ies  a r e  severed,  however, t h e  T e r a i  migrant 

g ives  up h i s  r i g h t  t o  t h e  land and except f o r  sending a - muri o r  two 

of r ice t o  t h e  h i l l s  once a yea r ,  c l a h  t o  have repaid  t h e  h i l l  

b r o t h e r ' s  investment i n  t h e  T e r a i  by giving him h i s  r i g h t s  t o  t h e  

a n c e s t r a l  land in t h e  h i l l s .  Because n e i t h e r  farm can maintain 

both  b r o t h e r s  and because n e i t h e r  farm is p a r t i c u l a r l y  r i c h  and 

thus  a good r e t u r n  on investment, t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  po in t  i n  maintain- 

i n g  l i n k s  between t h e  two, except  f o r  sent imenta l  o r  r e l i g i o u s  pur- 

poses such a s  ances tor  worship. The examples from Hikla were s t i l l  

found t o  be  i n  a l inked phase, thus  were counted a s  extended farms, 

b u t  aga in  t h e  c l a s s i c  p a t t e r n  described i n  Chapter 11 was not  found 

i n  t h e  t a r g e t  a rea .  

I n  t h e  far-west ,  i n  our  t a r g e t  a r e a ,  no c l e a r  c u t  examples of 

t h e  extended farms were found and those  included i n  t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  

d a t a  were, a s  i n  t h e  above cases ,  only t echn ica l  examples. More 

c l e a r c u t  examples of t h i s  kind of system has been noted by t h e  re -  

sea rchers  i n  p laces  l i k e  Chitwan and Jhapa d i s t r i c t s ,  where t h e  

land i n  t h i s  T e r a i  i s  a much of higher q u a l i t y  than t h e  land found 

i n  t h e  far-western T e r a i  and t h e  number of wea l th ie r  h i l l  dwel lers  i . e .  



those who are capable of lsrge investments are more numerous in the 

hills. A nearly classic example of this kind of situation has been 

noted in the f ar-east where one hill family , for example, had 260 - ro- 

panis of land in the hills. In 1960, the only son and head of the 

family went down to the Terai and for about Rs.6,000.00 purchased 

ten bighas of relztively high quality land. The money was obtained 

by selling a parcel of land to a British soldier (: lahure, a long- 

term migrant). While the husband was in the Terai, his wife took 

care of the family and managed all the land in the hills, utilizing 

hired labour, then available, for the bulk of the agricultural la- 

bour. When land reform was implemented and malaria eradication was 

underway, labour became scarcer in the hills and so it was necessary 

for the family to sell off all but 190 ropanis of ,the hill land. At 

present the wife cultivates 15 ropanis by herself and the rest is 

given on a share-cropping basis, while the father manages the land 

in the Terai, returning to the village of origin only when there is 

a land dispute or during festivals or socially important events. 

During the slack season from Magh to Phagun, a herdsman is hired 

to watch the cattle and buffalo, and a member of the family, 

usually a daughter, watches over.the house while the rest of- 

the family will go down to the Terai to spend their winter months, 

thus avoiding the harsh climate of the hills. On their return in 

the spring, they bring - dal and rice from the Terai, thus supplement- 

ing their production in the hills, selling off the rest of the crop 

for cash. Again, this classic example comes from the eastern hills 

and Terai and no examples of this situation were found in Darchula 

area. 

This type of extended farm is quite clearcut and is usually 

a type of migration for wealthier individuals who are able to be 



entrepreneurs. But the quality of the land in Far-Western Terai 

does not warrant much investment and many of the wealthy land hold- 

ers in the Far-Western Hills are content to continue buying addi- 

tional land in the hills from the poor who sell their land and move 

permanently down to the Terai, as it becomes available. 

One example of such entrepreneurship, however, can be found 

with the Byanshi. Three families have purchased land in Banjarai 

and have organized farms down their to produce cash crops while 

maintaining their links with the Byanshi trade network. Since they 

continue to interact within the social and economic structure of 

the Byanshi, these migrants can be termed extended farmers. Peti- 

tions have been filed with the government on behalf of 180 Byanshi 

households for resettlement in the Terai. The Byanshi claim that 

since they have been dependent on trade and cottage industry and 

since the Chinese have come to Tibet they claim this trade has 

slackened and since their agriculture can only support them for 

three months out of the year, they feel they are suffering hard- 
1 ship. They wish to be resettled in the Terai as a group, yet once 

they are resettled one feels that they will give up neither their 

land in Byans, nor in Darchula Khalanga nor their trade. Instead 

as classic entrepreneurs,the Byanshi are trying to gain access to 

land in the Terai in addition to the land and trade they already 

possess in the hills. 

There are, of course, other entrepreneurs in the hills in our 

target areas and these are, of course, wealthy enough to invest 

when the opportunities arise. In Dhap, however, where there are 

only three households involved in what we might call extended anna 

(by stretching the definition and confirming to this spirit of the 

movement rather than the actual economic shape of the movement) a 



mre common p a t t e r n  f o r  t h e  wealthy i s  t o  i n v e s t  i n  l and  i n  t h e  

h i l l s  themselves. S ince  t h e  land i n  t h e  T e r a i  d i r e c t l y  sou th  of 

Darchula is only of marginal q u a l i t y , i t  i s  no t  r e g u l a r l y  inves ted  

i n .  Rather, a poor farmer who does no t  have enough l and  f o r  food 

s u f f i c i e n c y  and who i s  unable t o  s p a r e  t h e  t i m e  tc migra te  f o r  shor t  

pe r iods  w i l l  even tua l ly  f i n d  himself i n  a s i t u a t i o n  where i t  i s  

necessary t o  se l l  h i s  small quan i ty  of h i l l  l and ,  even though i t  i s  

of a h igher  q u a l i t y  and o p t  f o r  a l a r g e r  q u a n t i t y  of lower q u a l i t y  

land i n  t h e  Tera i .  Most o f t e n ,  t h i s  farmer w i l l  t a k e  over  unregis-  

t e r e d  land and set up a farm t h e r e .  Even though t h e  land f o r  the  

most p a r t  has  no p r i c e ,  s i n c e  i t  is i l l e g a l l y  gained,  t h e  farmer 

w i l l  need money t o  suppor t  himself and h i s  family  be fore  t h e  f i r s t  

crop comes i n .  H e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  must s e l l  what l i t t l e  l and  he  has  

l e f t  i n  t h e  h i l l s  and start aga in  a s  a permanent migrant  t o  t h e  

Tera i .  The need t o  se l l  t h e  land i n  t h e  h i l l s  of course  prevents  

t h e  poor man from being a b l e  t o  form an extended farm. I n  add i t ion ,  

s i n c e  he  has  no t  cash t o  h i r e  l abour  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  h i l l s  o r  T e r a i ,  

he is  unable t o  work both  farme even i f  he  d i d  n o t  have t o  sel l .  

A s  a consequence s e l l i n g  one 's  land i n  t h e  h i l l s  is simply a ra t ion-  

a l  d e c i s i o n  of a man of l i m i t e d  means t o  pu t  a l l  h i s  energy i n t o  

a s i n g l e  venture .  The wealthy man comes i n  and purchases t h e  land 

i n  t h e h i l l s , g i v i n g  t h e  poorer  man c a p i t a l  t o  begin  aga in  on h i s  

unreg i s te red  land i n  t h e  Tera i .  Therefore,  t h e r e  is a c l a s s  of 

people who i n v e s t  i n  h i l l  land and accumulate v a r i o u s  s m a l l  p l o t s  

of land around t h e  v i l l a g e  of o r i g i n  i n  our t a r g e t  a r e a  r a t h e r  than 

moving down t o  t h e  Tera i .  Five f a m i l i e s  have over 60 ropan i s  (7 .8  

a c r e ~ ) o f  land i n  Dhap panchayat.  These people c l e a r l y  are represen- 

t a t i v e  of t h i s  type of inves to r .  Hikla ,  which t h e  reader  might 

r e c a l l ,  i s  a panchayat loca ted  a t  anaverage  higher  a l t i t u d e , - t h e r e  



are six families that have more than 60 ropanis of land in the hills, 

but an informant working for the Rastriya Banijya Bank informed us 

that in Huti panchayat, the panchayat immediately to the north of 

HikPa, the bank has been unable to sell land, not because nobody 

is in position to buy it, but the prices are so low as to be un- 

acceptable to the bank. This indicates to us that there are many 

willing to sell their land and few able to buy, a perfect situation 

for one investing in land, for the investor can select the best 

available land and get it for a reasonable price. There is no rea- 

son to expect that Hikla, with a similar environment and land hold- 

ing pattern should be different. The reason for the differences 

between Dhap and Hikla or Huti is that in Dhap almost all the land 

is valuable, since a largeproportion of it is irrigated, xhile in 

Hikla, there is less irrigated land and more land which can be used 

only for raising of animal fodder (kharbari). 

Therefore, the absence of extended farmers in the region can 

be accounted for by: first the poor quality of land in the Terai 

and therefore, the lack of wealthy entrepreneurs who are willing to 

invest in this land, second the availability of poorer farmers in 

the hills with insufficient holdings who are willing to sell small 

amounts of higher quality lands in the hills in return for larger 

amounts of lower quality lands in the Terai and third, the avail- 

ability of markets for surpluses in the hills due to the Indian 

motor roadand the presence of troops and government officials in 

large quantity in the area who must purchase their food supplies. 

These factors, therefore, make it desirable for entrepreneurs to 

invest in hill land rather than bother with the improvement of poor 

quality Terai land. 



The presence of a local market leads to an additional factor, 

that is the distance between Darchula and the Terai. Informants 

mention that there are extended farms in the far-western Terai, but 

the investors are from Dandeldhura. This may be true (and prelimi- 

nary investigations indicate that this may in fact be the case), 

but here the factors are slightly different. First, much of the 

land in Dandeldhura is not utilized and claimed to be unutilizable, 

so land in general is scarce, Second, there is no market for sur- 

pluses in the hills (as there is in Darchula) since there is no road, 

no troops and few government officials, hence little demand and no- 

thing to pay for it with. Surplus grain is bartered for salt and 

other commodities with traders, hence there is a limit on how much 

land is economical. Third, the close proximity to the Terai allows 

farmers to shuttle back and forth easily, hence they find it easier 

to work both farms. The distance to Darchula is great and a margi- 

nal farmer would find it difficult and expensive to travel back and 

forth by bus between his holdings, while a farmer in Dandeldhura can 

move back and forth much like the farmers discussed in Elder 1976, 

CEDA, etc. This situation allows farmers to utilize even marginal 

land to their benefit. Hence there are extended farmers in Kanchan- 

pur, but few if any from Darchula. 



Chapter VI 

NON-REVERS IBLE HI GRATION 

In the discussion of non-reversible migration our interest 

shifts to the Terai, for the non-reversible migrant is one who has 

given up his claim to land rights in the village of origin and taken 

up residence in a new area. Since the migrant's land in the village 

of origin is now in different hands, his social ties with the vil- 

lage have been severed and cannot be reinstated, even if he finds 

his new conditions to be unsatisfying or even if he finds his fi- 

nancial condition changing for the better. The migrant may have 

lost land to a creditor or have sold it because he was unable to 

find another solution for survival, short of permanent migration. 

He was perhaps unable to leave the village of origin during the agri- 

cultural slack season (if there was a slack seeson in his village), 

or he might have been unable to find employment due to poor rela- 

tions with the - met of his village. The permanent migrant may have 

suffered at the hands of an unscrupulous employer and lost his sala- 

ry, or even gone into debt. The permanent migrant was perhaps a 

victim of the situation where a large family has divided a small 

property,or he may have had difficulties with the family or other 

villagers and decided on a social change. He is perhaps too poor 

to be well educated and so long-term migration of the more profit- 

able type was closed to him, or perhaps there is no one who could 

run his farm and care for his family while he was gone. His land 

is insufficient and he does not have the capital or the knowledge 

of the markets to become atrader,nor does he have the capital or 

the pasturage to raise animals. Perhaps he has borrowed money to 

pay the cost of a wedding or a funeral and is now caught in the 

downward spiral of ever increasing interest changes and needs to 



sell off his land to pay his debts. 

All of the hypothetical situations mentioned above are examples 

of inability to take advantage of strategies short of permanent mi- 

gration and discussions with informants usually point to a situation 

where one of the methods of coping with shortages have failed and 

either for social or economic reasons and the migrant has been left 

with movement to the Terai as his only alternative. 

Since 1964, 73 individuals (eleven households) from Dhap and 

211 individuals (thirty-six households) from Hikla have moved per- 

manently out of the area, that is to say where non-reversible mi- 

grants. We have suggested in'Rai, Manzardo and Dahal: 1976 that 

the difference between the numbers of families permanently migra- 

ting from Dhap and Hikla are suggestive of this "last resort" 

concept of migration. Dhap, it will berecalled, is a panchayat at 

a relatively low altitude with a large proportion of irrigated land. 

Hikla is at a higher altitude with a very small portion of irrigat- 

ed land. Since the quality of land in Dhap is higher, a farmer in 

Dhap can sell small quantities of his land, a little at time and 

still survive on these diminishing quantities, while the EIikla 

villager will reach the point of insufficiency at a much quicker 

rate and will be forced to sell his remaining holdings sooner, 

since he requires larger amounts of land to survive since he is 

dependent on dry agriculture and animal husbandry each requiring 

greater holdings. 

Table 3 shows the amount of cash brought down to the Terai by 

the migrants from two panchayats between 1962 to 1975. It should 

be noted that a higher proportion of Dhap people, nearly all the 

migrants,brought down less than Rs. 2,000.00 (11 out of 14 migrants) 



and 9 migrants brought down less than Rs. 500.00. In Hikla, however, 

although eleven out of forty-one households brought down less than 

RS. 500.00 and 29 households brought less than Rs 2,000.00, 12 fami- 

lies brought over Rs. 2,000.00 to the Terai at the time of migration, 

indicating that people are selling more land in Hikla when they mi- 

grate than the people in Dhap, and indicating that people from Dhap 

tend to migrate at a higher level of indebtedness. If one loolcs at the 

frequencies of land holdings at any level in the two panchayats, the 

two panchayats seem otherwise to be fairly evenly matched economi- 

callyl (see Appendix 111). 

Table 3 

Cash brought down to Terai by Migrants of two panchayats in Darchu- 

la between 

1964-1975~ 

Amount of cash in Rs. 

0 

500 

1000 

2500 

2000 

2500 

3000 

3500 

3500' 

Dhap panchayat 

4 

5 

Hikla panchayat 

3 

8 

10 

5 

3 

6 

1 

1 

4 

Total families 14 41 



We have divided t h e  causes  of migra t ion i n t o  both  economic and 

s o c i a l  f a c t o r s ,  f o r  not  a l l  migra t ion has  p u r e l y  economic causes. 

Poverty o r  more s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  of a  farmer t o  grow 

enough of g r a i n  f o r  t h e  y e a r ' s  needs from h i s  l ands  and who does 

not  have o t h e r  means of making up t h e s e  d e f i c i e n c i e s  through t rade ,  

s h o r t  o r  long-term migra t ion  i s  probably t h e  most common cause of 

permanent migra t ion.  This  t a k e s  i n t o  account t h e  p re fe rence  of most 

h i l l  v i l l a g e r s  of s t a y i n g  i n  t h e  h i l l s ,  i f  a t  a l l  p o s s i b l e .  Yet 

some c a s e s  have been found where men move t o  t h e  T e r a i  by choice ,  

usua l ly  because of p o l i t i c a l  o r  s o c i a l  disagreements i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  

Avoiding s o c i a l  s t igmas brought about by what is considered t o  be 

improper behaviour w i t h i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  i s  another  cause  f o r  migration. 

These a r e  bo th  pure ly  s o c i a l l y  motivated causes  f o r  movement and a l -  

though they might u l t i m a t e l y  be caused by economic f a c t o r s  (e.g. dis-  

pu tes  over r esources  o r  f i g h t s  w i t h  economic r i v a l s )  no s p e c i f i c  

economic improvements i n  t h e  h i l l s  can r e a l l y  e f f e c t  t h e s e  s o c i a l l y  

motivated migra t ions .  A f i n a l  type  has  been discussed i n  t h e  preced- 

ing  chapter  which involves  both s o c i a l  and economic f a c t o r s .  These 

a r e  t h e  uncompleted "extended farms" which e i t h e r  through economic 

causes  o r  s o c i a l  disagreement wi th in  t h e  family o r  both  a r e  unable 

t o  be l inked and a r e  r a p i d l y  turned i n t o  s e p a r a t e  economic e n t i t i e s .  

It should a l s o  be noted t h a t  no t  a l l  permanent migrants  have land 

i n  t h e  Tera i ,  and t h a t  some a r e  merely absorbed i n t o  a  l a n d l e s s  

" p r o l e t a r l a t 1 '  i n  t h e  r a p i d l y  develoljing .Terai .  It s l ~ o u l d  a l s o  be 

noted t h a t  some migrants  f i n d  themselves unable t o  l i v e  i n  the  Terai 

and thus  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  h i l l s .  Since they have so ld  t h e i r  l and ,  how- 

ever ,  they f ind  themselves re lega ted  t o  an  economic and s o c i a l  limbo 

on t h e i r  r e t u r n .  I n  a d d i t i o n  no t  a l l  permanent migrants  move t o  the Tc- 

r a i .  There is  some movement on a  permanent b a s i s  between h i l l  v i l lages  



within Darchula, between Darchula and the hills in India, as well as 

to other hill districts in Nepal. In order to clarify some of these 

patterns, we will note the number of cases found of each type of 

permanent migration in each panchayat and we will present examples 

of each type in the form of case studies. 

Insufficient Land as a Cause for Migraion 

In our study area we have found seven cases of poverty related 

migration in Dhap from 1964 to 1975, and twenty-five cases in Hikla. 

Of the seven cases in Dhap, five have sold their land and two have 

mortgaged it. A case in point occurred in the year 1966, when a 

tremendous amount of migration occurred in the whole of the present 

Darchula region. At that time, a series of three events took place 

which had disastorous effects on the villagers and caused a great 

deal of permanent migration. The first of these events was an earth- 

quake followed by series of landslides which damagedhouses,destroy- 

ed much arable land and closed water supplies through blockage. This 

followed by a second and related event, namely a famine causing a 

great deal of local starvation. The third event was the inactment 

of Land Reform, making it no longer possible for starving farmers 

to borrow money from their former landlords. These three events 

caused the first large-scale permanent migration out of this region 

(at a frequency which has never again been matched). These people 

for the most part migrated to sites in the Terai, since fortunately 

1965 was the year in which malaria eradication reached this far- 

western Terai area. By 1966 the news of malaria eradication had 

travelled to Darchula, and so with the famine a "carrot and stick" 

situation was created for the migrants, meaning that the attraction 

for the Terai was heightened by the malaria eradication and by the 

disasters taking place in the hill regions. During this period 30 



households migrated t o  t he  Terai  because of t he  poverty d i r e c t l y  

r e l a t ed  t o  these d i s a s t e r s .  

Poverty i n  more recent  years  continues t o  be  a major cause for  

permanent migration t o  the  Tera i  i n  our t a r g e t  a rea .  Let us fo r  

example take the  case  a Thakuri family from Hikla.  This Thakuri 

had f i v e  brothers  and one s i s t e r .  I n  t h i s f a m i l y ,  t he re  was about 

1 .3  ac re s  of land shared between a l l  s i x  b ro thers  and a f a t h e r  who 

i s  st i l l  l iv ing .  This amount of land i s  roughly ha l f  of the  aver- 

age holding i n  Hikla panchayat and the re  was no way f o r  t he  e n t i r e  

family t o  survive on t h a t  amount of land,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s ince  the  

bro thers  a l ready had seven ch i ld ren  of t h e i r  own. I n  1965, t he  

famine i n  the  h i l l s  forced th ree  of t he  bro thers  t o  take over s i x  

bighas of unregis tered land and begin t o  farm i t .  La te r ,  t he  fa ther  

a l s o  moved down t o  the  Tera i  once the  farm began t o  produce crops. 

Only t he  informant, who was t he  t h i r d  brother  ( s a h i l a ) ,  had returned 

t o  t he  v i l l a g e  of o r i g i n  and made h i s  f i r s t  t r i p  only a f t e r  l i v ing  

i n  the  Tera i  f o r  four  years.  The rest of t he  family l i v i n g  i n  the  

Terai  has y e t  not  returned t o  t he  v i l l a g e  of o r i g i n ,  hence t h i s  i s  

c l e a r l y  a pemanent migration. The two o ldes t  b ro thers  and the  

f i f t h  brother  have reamined i n  the  h i l l s ,  while t h e  informant, the  

fou r th  brother  and the  youngest brother  l i v e  i n  t he  Terai .  The 

youngest daughter remains i n  the  h i l l s ,  she i s  a s  ye t  unmarried. 

For the  family i n  the  Terai ,  the  s i t u a t i o n  i s  not  easy f o r  t h e i r  

land produces very l i t t l e ,  s ince  t he re  i s  no i r r i g a t i o n  and s o i l  

i s  poor. This s i x  bighas of land hardly y i e l d s  60-72 maunds per 
3 

crop ( i . e .  10-12 maunds per bigha) and the re  a r e  only two crops 

per  year and the  wheat crop has even lower y i e l d s  than the  f i gu re s  

given f o r  paddy above. 



New pat-- of zrlij2arr 
are f o d  ka Chra ZIIrri 
when ancaator dSetiee 
are given up. Bere 
i e  a Tetai tanrple 
ueed by B i l l  migrmts. 

New house of h i l l  migrant8 
from Darchula, near Mahendra- 
nagar . 



r i s  in Sipti village i n  Mama, Darchula. 

Hill rnigrtrnts i n  a Terai v i l l a g e  near Mahendranagar. I 



The informant noted t h a t  even though t h e  c l ima te  i n  t h e  Tera i  

i s u n p l e a s a n t ,  he f e e l s  t h a t  i t  is  b e t t e r  than t h e  h i l l s  because here  

a t  l e a s t  enough food can be produced t o  feed the  family,  t h e  women 

need t o  do less hard work and t h e  ch i ld ren  can go t o  school. H e  a l s o  

noted t h a t  t h e  medical f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  a rea  a r e  b e t t e r .  The f o u r t h  

b ro the r  mainta ins  g r e a t e r  con tac t  wi th  t h e  family i n  t h e  h i l l s ,  be- 

cause he is involved i n  t h e  t r a d e  noted f o r  Hikla panchayat. H e  is 

involved, t h e r e f o r e ,  moving t h e  sheep between the  h i l l  and T e r a i  

sites and uses  b o t h f a r m s a s  a base of t r ade  opera t ions .  I n  t h e  

sense t h i s  family  can be s a i d  t o  be i n  some ways involved i n  extend- 

ed farm a c t i v i t i e s  (and accordingly t h i s  family has  been discussed 

under extended farms a s  w e l l ) .  

Poor Yie ld  a s  a Cause f o r  Migration 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i n s u f f i c i e n t  land,  poor y i e l d  can a l s o  be caus- 

ed by poor q u a l i t y  land.  A good example of t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  i s  an 

untouchable farmer wi th  t h e  family of f ive ,who has 0.975 a c r e s  of 

u n i r r i g a t e d  land.  This  would be an adequate amount of land i f  i t  

were of h igh q u a l i t y ,  but  i t  is  not  enough t o  support  t h e  family 

and so  t h i s  v i l l a g e r  migrated s i x  yea rs  ago and took over about two 

bighas of land i n  Musepani i n  Kanchabpur d i s t r i c t .  The land i n  the  

Tera i  i s  st i l l  not  enough t o  support  h i s  family and s o  t h i s  migrant 

joined wi th  two o t h e r  migrants  from the  same v i l l a g e  of o r i g i n  and 

a r e  working as ca rpen te r s  and ca r twr igh t s  i n  order  t o  supplement 

t h e i r  income. This  family i s  of t h e  Koli  c a s t e ,  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  un- 

touchable o i l  p ressors  i n  t h e  h i l l s ;  thus  t h e i r  move t o  the  Tera i  

has opened new labour  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  them a s  carpenters .  



Debt a s  a Cause f o r  Migrat ion 

The t h i r d  source  of migra t ion r e l a t e d  t o  poverty i s  when debt 

f o r c e s  a  man t o  s e l l  h i s  land i n  t h e  h i l l s  and t h u s  he has  t o  move 

t o  t h e  T e r a i  f o r  a  l i v i n g .  An example of t h i s  is t h e  case  of a  

Khasya Chhetr i  family from Dhap who owned 1.63 a c r e s  of land i n  the 

h i l l s .  One of t h e  b r o t h e r s  i n  t h e  family was a  compulsive gambler 

and heavy d r i n k e r  and managed t o  run up a  debt  around R s .  10,000.00. 

H i s  b ro the r  r epa id  t h e  deb t ,  bu t  i n  o rder  t o  prevent  a  recurrence 

of t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  they made him a  p resen t  of R s .  1,500.00 i n  1965 

and s e n t  him t o  t h e  T e r a i  t o  begin a  new l i f e .  H e  bought a  bigha 

of unreg i s te red  land ( a i l a n i  land)  w i t h  t h i s  money and he and h i s  

son worked a s  c o o l i e s  t o  supplement t h e i r  income u n t i l  t h e  farm was 

s e l f  suppor t ing.  I n  t h i s  case ,  a s  i s  mostly t y p i c a l  i n  t h i s  s i tua -  

t i o n ,  t h i s  man's s h a r e  of t h e  land i n  t h e  h i l l s  was so ld  t o  the  bro- 

t h e r s .  This  a t  t imes a c t s  a s  an  insurance  p o l i c y  f o r  t h e  migrant,  

f o r  i f  t h i n g s  do no t  work ou t  i n  t h e  T e r a i  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  appeal 

t o  t h e  b r o t h e r s  i n  t h e  h i l l s  once again  f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  of h i s  share. 

I n  t h e  case  of a  permanent migrant ,  even though h i s  hopes f o r  a  new 

l i f e  i n  t h e  T e r a i  a r e  high,  he  i s  s t i l l  unwil l ing  t o  e n t i r e l y  give 

up h i s  land t ies  and t h e r e f o r e  h i s  t ies  t o  t h e  h i l l s .  The s e n t i -  

mental t ies  t o  and t h e  s e c u r i t y  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of o r i g i n  continue 

t o  r e m a i n s t r ~ n g ~ e v e n  i n  t h e  case  of c l e a r l y  def ined permanent m i -  

g ran t .  The term basain  (: l i t e r a l l y  meaning permanent migrant)  is  

considered derogatory  i n  many p l a c e s  of Nepa1,including t h e  t a r g e t  

a r e a ,  f o r  i t  impl ies  an  impoverished person wi th  no c o n t r o l  over 

h i s  own l i f e .  S e l l i n g  land t o  one ' s  b r o t h e r s ,  enables  t h e  migrant 

t o  keep h i s  a c t u a l  l and lessness  a  s e c r e t  u n t i l  i t  i s  necessary  t o  

r e v e a l  t h e  f a c t  t o  r e g i s t e r  land.  I f  a  man has  no b r o t h e r s ,  he w i l l  

t r y  t o  se l l  t h e  land t o  a  more d i s t a n t  r e l a t i v e ,  bu t  u s u a l l y  t h e  



attempt is to keep the transaction as close as possible to the im- 

mediate family. The purchase of land by local etrepreneure, how- 

ever, shows that these transactions some times go beyond the family. 

Disputes over land can sometimes lead to borrowing of money to 

allow the dispute to contine long enough to have the case completely 

settled. We have no specific examples of this for the target area, 

but it may be noted that such cases are likely to be common in other 

areas. Another, sort of dispute which may cause migration arises 

out of the Thakuri custom of bride price in this area. A man wish- 

ing to marry a suitable Thakuri girl might have to pay Rs. 6,000.00 

to her family. In order to get thismoney,a young man might have 

to borrow and in order to pay back the money, he might have to be- 

come either a short or long-term migrant. While he is away, however, 

the girl sometimes runs away leaving him only the debt for the bride 

price. The bride price is forfeit and the husband can only collect 

the jari payment (payment given to the cuckolded husband by the 

wife's lover) roughly Rs. 60 to 500.00. In order to pay his credi- 

tor,the husband, in one case, was forced to sell his land and mi-  

grate to the Terai. 

Social Stigma as a Cause for Migration 

Exploitation by village landlords is also a common cause for 

permanent migration, but here is an interesting case where the si- 

tuation has been reversed in a panchayat close to the target area. 

A certain Brahmin was the richest man in this panchayat. His el- 

dest son is presently the Pradhan Panch and is a graduate of a 

college in Kathmandu, the youngest son is presently studying in 

Pithoragarh. This Brahmin had 35 ropanis of top quality land, as 

well as a small cloth shop in the area. All villagers felt that 



he  was a n  e x p l o i t e r  of t h e  poor  v i l l a g e r s  and he came t o  be  hated 

by a l l  members of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  i n c l u d i n g  members of  h i s  own l ineage ,  

Even tua l ly ,  t h i n g s  became s o  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  him, t h a t  he  l e f t  t he  

v i l l a g e  and moved t o  t h e  T e r a i ,  where h e  purchased  s i x  b ighas  of 

r e g i s t e r e d  ( r a i k a r )  l and ,  p l edg ing  a  few r o p a n i s  of h i l l  l a n d  f o r  

c r e d i t .  H e  now h a s  a r ickshaw and a  shop i n  Mahendranagar, w i th  

f i v e  members of h i s  f a m i l y  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  h i l l s  and f i v e  members i n  

t h e  T e r a i .  H i s  f ami ly ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  forms a  p e r f e c t  ex tended  farm 

p a t t e r n ,  except  t h a t  t h e  o l d  man r e f u s e s  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  h i l l s ,  

i n  f a c t ,  he won't  even d r i n k  wa te r  from h i s  h i l l  v i l l a g e .  H i s  son, 

t h e  Pradhan Pancha of t h e  Panchayat  c l a ims  t h a t  when h i s  term i s  

ove r  he  too  w i l l  go t o  t h e  T e r a i  neve r  t o  r e t u r n .  T h i s  example, 

a l t hough  a  p e r f e c t  ex tended  farm, is  mot iva t ed  n o t  by t h e  d e s i r e  t o  

i n v e s t  i n  t h e  T e r a i ,  b u t  r a t h e r  by p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  d i s p u t e s  

(economical ly mo t iva t ed )  which had made l i f e  imposs ib l e  i n  t h e  v i l -  

l a g e  f o r  t h e  Brahmin. I n  s p i t e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  many of  t h e  v i l -  

l a g e r s  m a i n t a i n  s t r o n g  s e n t i m e n t a l  t i e s  t o  t h e i r  v i l l a g e  of o r i g i n  

and t r y  t o  m a i n t a i n  a f o o t h o l d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  through r e t a i n i n g  a t  

l e a s t  some s o r t  of even f i c t i o n a l i z e d  c l a i m  t o  t h e  l a n d  i n  t h e  v i l -  

l a g e ,  t h e r e  a r e  some who f o r  p o l i t i c a l  o r  s o c i a l  r e a s o n s  choose t o  

m i g r a t e  even though t h e r e  i s  no appa ren t  economic r e a s o n  f o r  doing 

so .  A c l e a r c u t  c a s e  of t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  i n v o l v e s  t h e  former Pradhan 

Pancha of one of  o u r  t a r g e t  panchayats .  T h i s  Thakur i  had been de- 

f e a t e d  i n  a  panchayat  e l e c t i o n  by a  Khasya C h h e t r i  and a f t e r  h i s  

d e f e a t  he  s o l d  h i s  sheep and bought l a n d  n e a r  Mahendranagar. Because 

of  a  d i s p u t e  w i t h  t h e  s e l l e r  of t h e  T e r a i  l a n d ,  t h e  Thakur i  r e tu rned  

t h e  f i r s t  l and  he purchased and i n s t e a d  began t o  c l e a r  t h e  jung le  on 

a  p i e c e  of u n r e g i s t e r e d  l a n d .  Another b r o t h e r  j o i n e d  him i n  t h e  Te- 

r a i  and he lped  i n  c l e a r i n g  t h e  l and .  Up t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h e  Thakuri  



r e t a i n e d  h i s  land i n  t h e  h i l l s ,  s e l l i n g  only 30 heads of sheep t o  

t h e  Darchula Byanshi ( f o r  Rs. 2,400.00) us ing t h e  money t o  make 

h i s  i n i t i a l  T e r a i  land purchase. It i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h i s  i s  an un- 

usua l  case ,  s i n c e  t h e  Thakuri 's  i n i t i a l  move i n t o  the  T e r a i  came 

a s  e a r l y  a s  1964, be fore  malar ia  e r a d i c a t i o n  took place .  H e  d i d n ' t  

b r ing  h i s  family  down u n t i l  s e v e r a l  yea r s  l a t e r  when he moved wi th  

t h e  s i x  members of h i s  immediate family t o  j o i n  h i s  b ro the r  who had 

a l ready  completed t h e  c l e a r i n g  of t h e  land i n  t h e  Tera i .  The two 

bro the rs  now share  f i v e  bighas of land,  while t h e  rest of t h e  ex- 

tended f a i r l y  cont inues  t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  h i l l s  wi th  complete economic 

independence. From t h e  p o i n t  a t  which t h i s  Thakuri was defeated  

a s  Ptadhan Pancha, he has  n o t  taken p a r t  i n  any l o c a l  h i l l  p o l i t i c s .  

H i s  presence  i n  t h e  h i l l s  from t h e  po in t  of h i s  d e f e a t  was only 

temporary and only  f o r  t h e  purpose of ar ranging h i s  economic a f f a i r s  

i n  t h e  h i l l s .  From t h e  po in t  a t  which he  withdrew from t h e  v i l l a g e  

arena ,  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  migra te  was c l e a r  and he i n s i s t s  t h a t  t h e r e  

was no economic cause f o r  h i s  migrat ion.  According t o  t h e  in fo r -  

mant, t h e  T e r a i  a t  t h e  po in t  of h i s  migra t ion was a dangerous p lace ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  i l l e g a l  se t t l ement  a reas .  Many died  because of 

food s c a r c i t y  and malar ia .  This  Thakuri was i n  f a c t  t h e  man who 

introduced t h e  i d e a  of permanent migrat ion t o  h i s  a r e a ,  f o r  i n  

s p i t e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he  l e f t  h i s  Panchayat f o r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  rea- 

sons, h e  was a b l e  t o  g e t  many of h i s  own p o l i t i c a l  a l l i e s  t o  come 

and j o i n  him i n  t h e  T e r a i  i n  t h e  per iod which followed. A t  p resen t ,  

t h i s  Thakuri i s  economically q u i t e  w e l l  o f f ,  a s  he was one of t h e  

f i r s t  i n  t h e  a r e a  and chose h i s  land w e l l .  But more importantly,  

al though he  does n o t  hold any p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e  a t  p resen t ,  he s t i l l  

a c t s  a s  a  power broker and i n f l u e n t i a l  man i n  the  new a rea ,  p a r t i -  

c u l a r l y  among t h e  o t h e r  Darchula migrants  from h i s  own panchayat. 



In a way, this points out the source of a very interesting pattern 

which we have discovered in the Terai. We have noted that all of 

our target areas in the hills have corresponding settlement areas 

in the Terai. Although these settlement areas may overlap in places, 

on the whole, they tend to be distinct from each other. We call 

this a "diadic" pattern of settlement. Within these settlement 

areas, one finds one village with people from Hikla, while another 

village in another area is inhabited by people from Dhap. Within 

wards in these Terai panchayats, neighbourhoods (tol), - or to some 
extent migrant ghettos are formed. One neighbourhood within a ward 

might contain Dhap people, while another neighbourhood contains 

people from Bajhang or Dailekh or some other far-western district. 

These neighbourhoods are likewise limited to migrants coming from a 

single panchayat of those districts as well. One of the reasons 

for this clustering is the attempt to maintain a familiar social 

environment in the midst of a new physical environment. In the 

case of the Thakuri described above, the actual mechanics of how 



t h i s  t akes  p l a c e  becomes evident .  A man, a  former power broker 

and ent repreneur  l eaves  h i s  v i l l a g e  of o r i g i n  and s e t s  himself up 

i n  a new a r e a  of unreg i s te red  jungle. He then has  h i s  b ro the r  work 

a t  c l e a r i n g  t h e  land,  whi le  s h u t t l i n g  between t h e  T e r a i  holdings 

and t h e  h i l l  v i l l a g e  t o  take  c a r e  of h i s  economic a f f a i r s ,  but a l s o  

pass ing t h e  news of t h e  new land a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  Tera i .  A t  f i r s t ,  

h i s  s t o r i e s  a r e  f e a r f u l  and t e l l  of deaths  from malar ia  and people 

so  hungry t h a t  they must e a t  t h e  bark off  of trees. When malaria 

e r a d i c a t i o n  came, i t  is t h i s  man o r  men l i k e  him who pass the  news 

t o  t h e  h i l l s ,  informing v i l l a g e r s  and most notably a l l ies  t h a t  the  

land i s  now s a f e .  It i s  these  men who know t h e  mechanics of g e t t i n g  

and c l e a r i n g  land i n  t h e  T e r a i  and it i s  t h i s  kind of man, a  man who 

was powerful i n  t h e  h i l l s  wi th  t h e  information necessary t o  t h e  

new migrants  who r e t a i n s  power i n  t h e  Tera i .  The migrants  from 

t h e  v i l l a g e  of o r i g i n ,  s e t t l e  i n  a c l u s t e r  around t h e  man they 

t r u s t .  This  p a t t e r n  i s  of course repeated  i n  many o t h e r  v i l l a g e ,  

each wi th  i t s  own a r e a  and i t s  own c e n t e r  around which migrants  

from each of t h e  h i l l  a r e a s  c l u s t e r ,  o f t e n  too a f r a i d  t o  venture  

very  f a r  from t h e  people they know. 

Another wealthy Thalcuri ( sa id  t o  be  one of t h e  r i c h e s t  men 

i n  Darchula) r a n  f o r  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  J i l l a  Panchayat, and was de fea t -  

ed by a member of an  i n f e r i o r  cas te .  A t  t h i s  point  t h i s  Thakuri 

l e f t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  and moved t o  the  Tera i .  I t  must be noted t h a t  

i n  t h e  Darchula a r e a  t h e  c a s t e  system i s  e s p e c i a l l y  r i g i d ,  and 

many d i s t i n c t i o n s  which i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  a r e  of minor importance 

a r e  he re  s t r i c t l y  adhered t o .  Therefore,  t h e  de fea t  of a  high 

c a s t e  man by a man of lower c a s t e  i s  a s o c i a l  a f f r o n t  and t h e  

severe  l o s s  of f a c e  o f t e n  r e q u i r e s  escape from t h e  arena.  I n  

both of t h e  cases  c i t e d  above i t  was not merely p o l i t i c a l  d e f e a t ,  



which forcedmigration,but the defeat by a member of a lower caste 

group which created a stigma which caused a wealthy man to migrate, 

even though there was no economic need for the move. 

Social stigma can also result from various violations or near 

violations of local moral codes. For example, a Chhetri migrated 

in 1973 after having left his own wife and daughter to run away with 

another's wife. He presently has little land in the Terai (all of 

it ailani land) and has worked as a coolie and as a policeman. His 

0.65 acres of land in the village of origin has now been taken over 

by his elder brother. 

Another such case involves the son of a devaki. A devaki is 

a woman (sometimes acting as a temple prostitute) who has been de- 

dicated to the gods and lives around the temple. The usual process 

of a woman becoming a devakioccurs, forexample,when a person is ill 

and no regular cure seems to work. The patient makes a vow to one 

of the gods (or goddesses, usually Mallikarjun, Baijanath, Bhairav 

or Devi) to dedicate a girl to the god or goddess involved in return 

for being cured. If he gets well, the sick person has two options. 

If he is a poorman,he can give one of his own daughters to the tem- 

ple, or if he is a wealthy man, he can purchase the daughter of an- 

other and dedicate her to the god. This type of dedication is com- 

mon, but the local people are quite reticent to devulge information 

about this institution. As a consequence it is difficult to accu- 

rately assess the numbers of girls involved, either in the past or 

presently. 

As this migrant was the son of a devaki, he was looked down 

upon by his high caste neighbours in the panchayat. Thinking that 

he could raise his caste status in the Terai, since no one would 



know h i s  background, he migrated and r e l i e d  on h i s  Chhet r i  name t o  

g ive  him s t a t u s .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  informant had run away wi th  a marri- 

ed Chhet r i  woman from t h e  e a s t .  I n  t h e  meantime, he c l ea red  the  

f o r e s t  and now owns two bighas  of land which he i s  working. He 

claims t h a t  he i s  happy i n  t h e  T e r a i  and is  never bothered about 

h i s  dubious c a s t e  s t a t u s .  3 

Untouchables a l s o  f i n d  r e l i e f  from t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i a l  stigma 

i n  t h e  Tera i .  Although they do n o t  l o s e  t h e i r  untouchable s t a t u s ,  

they are r e l i e v e d  from having t o  do c e r t a i n  k inds  of jobs a s soc ia t -  

ed wi th  t h e i r  s t a t u s  i n  t h e  h i l l s ,  such a s  manure ca r ry ing  and re- 

moving dead c a t t l e .  Ins tead ,  t h e r e  a r e  new o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  labour 

o r  i n  government o f f i c e s  i n  t h e  T e r a i  (such a s  i n  t h e  case  of car-  

pen te r s  noted above), and a concomitant rise i n  economic s tanding 

coming from t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  ea rn  cash s a l a r i e s  f o r  t h e i r  labour.  

They are allowed t o  e a t  i n  l o c a l  h o t e l s  and can a f f o r d  good food, 

a s  w e l l  a s  l i q u o r  and seem t o  be enjoying t h e i r  new wealth i n  many 

cases .  P a r t  of t h i s  migra t ion  of untouchables has  been caused by 

the  rise of t h e  popula t ion  of t h e s e  groups i n  t h e  h i l l s .  Family 

f i s s i o n  has  c r e a t e d  a n e c e s s i t y  f o r  d iv id ing  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  c l i e n t  

f a m i l i e s ,  s o  t h a t  each group of untouchables has  fewer c l i e n t s  than 

i n  t h e  p a s t  and t h e r e f o r e  have a more d i f f i c u l t  time suppor t ing  them- 

s e l v e s  through t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  labour p a t t e r n s .  I n  a way, t h i s  

is analogous t o  t h e  f i s s i o n  of land among the  landed groups, f o r  i n  

each case ,  a h igher  popula t ion  i s  t r y i n g  t o  l i v e  o f f  of f ixed  amount 

of r e sources  and even tua l ly  t h e  p o i n t  of i n s u f f i c i e n c y  i s  reached. 

By moving t o  t h e  T e r a i ,  an a r e a  of r ap id  economicgrowth,where new 

housing must be b u i l t  and suppor t  f o r  new s e r v i c e s  obtained (witness 

Gurung's growth f i g u r e s  s t a t e d  above f o r  t h e  far-western Tera i ,  

1975) h igh paying labour i s  e a s i l y  found f o r  s k i l l e d  workers and 



t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  T e r a i  is l o g i c a l  p l a c e  f o r  permanent migra t ion a s  

t r a d i t i o n a l  sources  of income i n  t h e  h i l l s  begin  t o  c l o s e  o f f .  

Hence t h e  migra t ion of t h e  untouchables t o  t h e  T e r a i  has  both eco- 

nomic and s o c i a l  causes.  

Another case  of s o c i a l  s t igma mot ivat ing T e r a i  immigration 

involves  t h e  case  of a  Chhetr i  family  l i v i n g  near  our  t a r g e t  area 

i n  t h e  h i l l s .  The family  o r i g i n a l l y  had over  two a c r e s  of land in  

t h e  h i l l s ,  shared by only  seven family members. The son of the  head 

of t h e  family,however,  w a s  charged w i t h  having impregnated the  

daughter  of a n  untouchable. I n  o r d e r  t o  mainta in  h i s  c a s t e  s t a t u s  

(again  t h e  r i g i d i t y  of t h e  l o c a l  c a s t e  system must be emphasized), 

t h e  f a t h e r  immediately s o l d  a l l  h i s  h i l l  l ands  t o  h i s  b ro the rs  and 

moved t o  t h e  T e r a i  where he  purchased f o u r  b ighas  of T e r a i  land. 

Women p lay  an important  r o l e  i n  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  migra te .  It 

has  been mentioned q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y  t h a t  t h e  r o l e  of women i n  the 

h i l l s  i s  q u i t e  d i f f i c u l t  and involves  a good d e a l  of phys ica l  labour 

both  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  and i n  housekeeping. Get t ing  water  i n  our tar-  

g e t  a r e a  involves  long t r i p s  c a r r y i n g  heavy water  v e s s e l s  and the 

ca r ry ing  of fodder,  manure, firewood and t h e  herding of c a t t l e ,  i n  

a d d i t i o n  t o  ca r ing  f o r  t h e  house and c h i l d r e n  keeps h i l l  women busy, 

even when t h e  men have l i t t l e  t o  d o . _  Pressure  i s  o f t e n  put  on men 

t o  migrate down t o  t h e  T e r a i  where t h e  l i v e s  of women a r e  considered 

e a s i e r ,  where medical c a r e  is  f e l t  t o  be more r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e ,  

and schools a r e  more a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  ch i ld ren .  Few women i n t e r -  

viewed expressed d e s i r e  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  h i l l s  once they had l ived 

i n  the  Tera i ,  and t h e  women now l i v i n g  i n  t h e  h i l l s  know t h i s .  If 

a man continues t o  hold land i n  t h e  h i l l s ,  the  woman pressures  him 

t o  ge t  r i d  of i t .  If a man i s  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  h i l l s ,  h i s  wife  pushes 

him t o  se l l  h i s  sha re  and move t o  where l i f e  i s  e a s i e r  f o r  he r .  When 



a woman can move t o  t h e  T e r a i  and y e t  s t i l l  l i v e  among he r  former 

f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  "diadic" neighbourhood i n  t h e  Tera i ,  she  w i l l  have 

l i t t l e  sen t imen ta l  at tachment t o  h e r  former hard l i f e  i n  t h e  h i l l s .  

I t  is  t h e  women who push t h e  family ha rdes t  t o  break t h e  r e l a t i o n s  

wi th  t h e  h i l l s .  They o f t e n  do no t  want money s e n t  t o  the  hills, nor 

do they want t o  mainta in  v i l l a g e t i e s .  They only want the  b e t t e r  l i f e  

of the  T e r a i .  

Not a l l  migrants  t o  t h e  T e r a i  have land the re .  The case  of 

some untouchables have a l r eady  been noted,  along wi th  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

t h e i r  s k i l l s  a r e  g r e a t l y  i n  demand. Other l a n d l e s s  permanent m i -  

g r a n t s  work e i t h e r  a s  rickshaw p u l l e r s ,  run t e a  s t a l l s ,  o r  work i n  

the  few f a c t o r i e s  o r  workshops.. They work i n  government o f f i c e s  o r  

q u i t e  commonly as share-croppers i n  o t h e r  people ' s  land.  

We have s t a t e d  t h a t  permanent migrants  a r e  migrants  who have 

s o l d  t h e i r  land and c u t  t h e i r  t i e s  wi th  t h e  v i l l a g e  of o r i g i n .  The 

permanent n a t u r e  of t h e s e  permanent migra t ions  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  em- 

phasized when one of t h e s e  non-reversible migrants  tries, f o r  one 

reason o r  ano the r ,  t o  r eve r se  h i s  s t a t u s  and r e t u r n  t o  t h e  h i l l s .  

When he r e t u r n s  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  of o r i g i n  t h e  marginal n a t u r e  of h i s  

s o c i a l  s t a t u s  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  informat ive .  One case  of an attempted 

r e t u r n  t o  t h e  h i l l s  involves  an untouchable from Dhap panchayat. 

The s u b j e c t ' s  f a t h e r  worked a s  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  labourer  and made 

bamboo products  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of o r i g i n .  When h i s  f a t h e r  d ied ,  

30 y e a r s  ago, t h e  b r o t h e r s  separa ted .  Nine yea r s  ago, t h i s  untouch- 

a b l e  s o l d  h i s  land t o  a  Thakuri r ece iv ing  R s .  10,600.00. He migrat- 

ed t o  t h e  T e r a i ,  l eav ing  behind a smal l  house and a small amount of 

land wi th  h i s  uncle .  He a l s o  brought w i l l  him eleven o t h e r  family 

members and never expected t o  r e t u r n .  It took t h r e e  days f o r  him 

t o  reach Mahendranagar. They t r a v e l l e d  wi th  a hav i lda r ,  who claimed 



t o  know t h e  a r e a .  On t h e  way, t h e  untouchable gave R s .  600.00 t o  

t h e  h a v i l d a r  f o r  expenses and t h e  h a v i l d a r  spen t  a l l  bu t  R s .  15.00 

of i t  on t h e  way. They even tua l ly  went t o  a smal l  v i l l a g e  near 

Mahendranagar and s tayed wi th  a r e l a t i v e  who had a l r e a d y  been estab- 

l i s h e d  t h e r e .  The untouchable bought seven bighas  of land ( t h e  sel- 

l e r  claimed i t  was seven bighas ,  t h e  a c t u a l  measurement was never 

a c t u a l l y  known t o  t h e  buyer) a s  w e l l  a s  a house t h a t  was s i t t i n g  on 

t h e  land.  The family a l s o  e r e c t e d  two more houses,  i n  o rder  t o  form 

s e p a r a t e  res idences  f o r  each of t h e  nuc lea r  f a m i l i e s  involved.  A t  

t h e  time of purchase,  t h e  land was only  h a l f  c l e a r e d ,  s o  paddy and 

maize were sown on t h e  c l e a r e d  por t ion .  The family was harassed 

by f o r e s t  o f f i c i a l s  and a b r i b e  had t o  be  paid  by t h e  family i n  or- 

d e r  t h a t  t h e  problem of f o r e s t  demarcation would be s e t t l e d  i n  fa- 

vour of t h e  family.  

One day, s i x  of t h e  members of t h e  untouchable ' s  family began 

t o  become ill. Both t h e  h a v i l d a r  and t h e  untouchable ' s  younger bro- 

t h e r  were dhamis (shamans). Both s t a t e d  ( i n  possess ion)  t h a t  the  

family must no t  s t a y  i n  t h e  T e r a i ,  they must r e t u r n  t o  t h e  h i l l s  and 

s a t i s f y  t h e i r  household d i v i n i t y .  The untouchable f i n a l l y  agreed 

t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  h i l l s  and t h e  i l l n e s s e s  w e r e  cured.  The land and 

the  crops  of t h e  migrant w e r e  so ld  f o r  R s .  5,000.00, b u t  only 

R s .  1,500.00 was paid  t o  t h e  man, whi le  t h e  remaining money t o  be 

paid  when t h e  s e l l e r  r e tu rned  t o  t h e  h i l l s .  When t h e  untouchable 

re tu rned ,  however, he was not  paid  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  money and instead 

was given only R s .  400.00 a s  i n t e r e s t .  The seller soon found t h a t  

t h e  buyer ' s  younger b r o t h e r  was i n  f a c t  a dangerous person "with a 

r e p u t a t i o n  of being a murderer." The s e l l e r  was never paid  any 

a d d i t i o n a l  money and he was t o  scared t o  t r y  t o  c o l l e c t .  On h i s  

r e t u r n  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  of o r i g i n ,  he look over a smal l  amount of 



land (0.16 a c r e s ) ,  bu t  s i n c e  he no longer had any money, he was un- 

a b l e  t o  repurchase  t h e  land he had s o l d  t o  t h e  Thakuri.  P resen t ly ,  

(n ine  y e a r s  l a t e r )  t h e  untouchable runs  a m i l l  ( :fihatta) from which 

he ea rns  t h r e e  t o  twelve manas of g r a i n  per  day, depending on the  

season.4 I n  a d d i t i o n ,  he a l s o  makes va r ious  k inds  of wGven products  

ou t  of bamboo. This  is a marginal ex i s t ence ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  9 

yea r s  ago, t h e  untouchable had over R s .  10,000.00 i n  cash. Nobody 

has been a b l e  o r  w i l l i n g  t o  he lp  him r e g i n  h i s  former p o s i t i o n .  So- 

c i a l l y ,  he does no t  e x i s t .  

Re l ig ion  and r e l i g i o u s  changes a r e  obviously of importance, par- 

t i c u l a r l y  when t h e r e  is a r a d i c a l  change i n  l o c a t i o n  of households. 

The above example obviously has  a  s t r o n g  r e l i g i o u s  component and 

c e r t a i n l y  b r i n g s  ou t  t h e  anx ie ty  of the  migrant i n  h i s  new a rea .  

It might be  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  note ,  t h a t  t h e  h a v i l d a r  mentioned i n  t h e  

above example a l s o  had t r o u b l e  w i t h  h i s  own a n c e s t r a l  d e i t y  and was 

a l s o  fo rced  t o  s e l l  h i s  land and r e t u r n  t o  t h e  h i l l s  i n  debt .  We 

were unable t o  f i n d  h i s  p resen t  loca t ion .  

The presence  of t o  what f o r  t h e  h i l l  dwel lers  a r e  new d e i t i e s  

i n  t h e  T e r a i ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  d e i t i e s  of t h e  migrant ' s  new neighbors who 

a r e  a l s o  migrants  from o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  of the  h i l l s ,  c r e a t e  a  c l i -  

mate where r a p i d  r e l i g i o u s  change and absorpt ion  i s  expected. The 

absence of t h e  f a m i l i a r  a n c e s t r a l  d e i t i e s  ( :kuldevata) ,  c r e a t e s  an- 

x i e t i e s  and at: t imes ( a s  shown) has forced the  r e t u r n  of some m i -  

g r a n t s  t o  t h e  h i l l s ,  even when t h e r e  is no apparent economic cause 

f o r  t h e  r e t u r n .  When asked why i t  was t h a t  hill  migrants  do not  

simply b u i l d  a new temple f o r  t h e i r  a n c e s t r a l  d e i t i e s  i n  the  new 

home, t h e  answer was always t h a t  t h i s  was impossible and t h a t  an- 

c e s t r a l  d e i t i e s  can only  be worshipped i n  the  a n c e s t r a l  homes. Some 

changes i n  worshipping p a t t e r n s  were a l s o  noted,  f o r  example h i l l  



migrants  had begun worshipping Ba i jana th  and Baram Deu, both Terai  

d e i t i e s ,  not worshipped i n  t h e  h i l l s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  migrants  also 

c e l e b r a t e  t h e  f e s t i v a l  c y c l e  of t h e T e r a i ,  r a t h e r  than t h a t  of the 

h i l l s , w i t h  t h e  except ion of a n c e s t r a l  d e i t y  worship which needs to  

be done i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of o r i g i n .  Fur the r  work should be encouraged 

s tudying f a c t o r s  r e l a t i n g  t o  c u l t u r e  change e f f e c t e d  by: a )  t h e  con- 

t a c t  between c u l t u r e s  from t h e  h i l l s  and c u l t u r e s  i n  t h e  Tera i ,  b) 

t h e  c l o s e  proximity of c u l t u r e s  from d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of t h e  h i l l s  

t o  education,  h e a l t h  and o t h e r  forms of development. The con tac t s  

wi th  o t h e r  c u l t u r e s  and t h e  changes brought about by development 

w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  e f f e c t  more a s p e c t s  of c u l t u r e  than r e l i g i o n ,  but  the 

r e l i g i o u s  a s p e c t s  a r e  immediately v i s i b l e  and w i l l  g ive  researchers  

access  t o  o t h e r  more hidden changes. 5 

H i l l  t o  H i l l  Migrat ion 

A l l  migra t ion from our t a r g e t  a r e a  is  n o t  h i l l  t o  T e r a i  migra- 

t i o n .  There a r e  many c a s e s  of migra t ion from one a r e a  of t h e  h i l l s  

t o  another  a r e a  whi th in  t h e  h i l l s .  Here, w e  w i l l  consider  t h r e e  ty- 

pes of migra t ion w i t h i n  t h e  h i l l s .  The f i r s t  type  of migra t ion i s  

migra t ion from one s e c t i o n  of Darchula d i s t r i c t  t o  ano ther ,  usual ly  

involving movement from a higher  a l t i t u d e  a r e a  t o  a lower a l t i t u d e  

a r e a ,  t h a t  i s  from a t  a r e a  where land i s  p r i m a r i l y  of non- i r r iga ted  

v a r i e t y  t o  t h e  a r e a  where t h e  land i s  i r r i g a t e d .  The second type 

of migra t ion is  movement a c r o s s  t h e  border i n t o  I n d i a  and i n  t h e  

s e c t i o n  w e  w i l l  cons ider  how important t h e  border between I n d i a  and 

Nepal i s  i n  cons t ra in ing  movements of people i n t o  I n d i a .  F i n a l l y ,  

we w i l l  cons ider  the  movement of Ind ian  n a t i o n a l s  i n t o  t h e  h i l l  re- 

gions of our t a r g e t  a r e a ,  mainly t o  determine what types  of people 

can move i n t o  an a r e a  which s o  f a r  has  been p i c t u r e d  a s  a system 

which i s  f i l l i n g  up, and one whose movement p a t t e r n  i s  p r i m a r i l y  out- 

ward. 



I n  cons ide r ing  migra t ion between a r e a s  i n s i d e  of our t a r g e t  

d i s t r i c t ,  w e  p resen t  the  case  of a Brahmin who has moved from Huti  

panchayat t o  Dhap panchayat. This  Brahmin has four  b ro the rs ,  who 

shared a ve ry  small amount of a r a b l e  land and a s - a  consequence, the 

b ro the rs  f a m i l i e s  were unable t o  l i v e  off  t h i s  land.  I n  1944, i t  

became necessary  f o r  t h e  b ro the rs  t o  f i n d  a way t o  survive .  A s  ma- 

l a r i a  e r a d i c a t i o n  had n o t  y e t  taken place ,  movement t o  the  Tera i  was 

not  ye tposs ib . l e ,  and s o  i t  was necessary t o  f i n d  a p lace  t o  move and 

acqu i re  land w i t h i n  t h e  h i l l s .  This i s  a d i f f i c u l t  p ropos i t ion ,  f o r  

t h e  d i f f e r e n t  r eg ions  (garkhas) of t h e  p resen t  Darchula have a mark- 

ed a n t i p a t h y  f o r  each o t h e r ,  and t h e  people of one garkha a r e  suspi -  

c ious  of those  from another .  A s  one informant says ,  "Lekam and Duhu 

(two of t h e  f o u r  garkhas  of t h e  p resen t  Darchula) a r e  l i k e  Ind ia  and 

Pakistan".  The informant had a wealthy a p a t e r n a l  uncle i n  Dhap, 

who was h e i r l e s s  a t  t h e  t i m e .  The informant asked h i s  uncle i f  he 

would adopt him a s  a son and t h e  uncle  agreed. Without taking a 

sha re  of h i s  own f a m i l y ' s  holdings ,  t h e  informant moved t o  Dhap along 

wi th  h i s  wife .  H e  l i v e d  wi th  h i s  uncle f o r  two years ,  and then th ings  

became d i f f i c u l t .  H i s  uncle  married a new wife  and had a son. When 

t h e  son was born, t h e  informant was forced t o  leave  t h e  house of h i s  

uncle and found himself homeless and l a n d l e s s ,  i n  a b a s i c a l l y  h o s t i l e  

a rea .  He and h i s  wi fe  were forced t o  work a s  h a l i y a s  (ploughman), a 

very unusual circumstance f o r  a Brahmin i n  t h i s  a r e a  of r i g i d  c a s t e  

hierarchy,where Brahmins must never plough f i e l d s .  He worked on the  

land of another  Brahmin who gave him some land. I n  add i t ion ,  he earn- 

ed money working a s  a p o r t e r  and bought a d d i t i o n a l  land on which t o  

b u i l d  a house i n  t h e  a rea .  The h o s t i l i t y  of the  v i l l a g e ,  however, 

remained and i n  a d i spu te ,  without r e l a t i v e s  t o  take  h i s  s i d e ,  he 

was forced o f f  of h i s  land and l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  migrat ing t o  India  



i n  1954. A t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  t h e r e  was a  b r i d g e  connect ing  Dhap v i l l a g e  

wi th  t h e  Ind ian  s i d e .  Here t h e  Brahmin was given l and  and here  he 

b u i l t  a  small shop. A f t e r  running t h e  shop f o r  s i x  months, he ac- 

cumulatedenough money t o  aga in  r e t u r n  t o  Nepal and s t a r t  a  shop i n  

Dhap i t s e l f .  H e  began s e l l i n g g o o d s ,  house t o  house. and w i t h i n  two 

y e a r s  had accumulated enough money t o  purchase land i n  t h e  lower 

s e c t i o n  of Dhap panchayat ,  c l o s e  t o  t h e  Mahakali. H e  b u i l t  a  house 

t h e r e  and l i v e d  o f f  of t h i s  poor and as y e t  s t i l l  u n r e g i s t e r e d  land, 

con t inu ing  t o  se l l  goods door t o  door. By 1963, he was a b l e  t o  build 

ano the r  more permanent house. A d i s p u t e  a r o s e  over  h i s  new land ,  

made p o s s i b l e  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h i s  land was s t i l l  u n r e g i s t e r e d ,  and 

he was forced t o  pay t h e  purchase p r i c e  of h i s  l and  a  second time 

i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  t h e  deed. It was n o t  u n t i l  1970 t h a t  h i s  l e g a l  

s t a t u s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  was assu red ,  b u t  he con t inues  t o  f e e l  unsafe,  

s i n c e  some of h i s  land i s  s t i l l  n o t  r e g i s t e r e d  and he  knows t h a t  no- 

body w i l l  come t o  h i s  defence i f  he has  t r o u b l e .  Th i s  l i f e  i n  a  

v i l l a g e  which i s  h o s t i l e  t o  him h a s  coloured h i s  a t t i t u d e  toward 

l i f e  and he i s  a  ve ry  nega t ive  person.  Recently,  h i s  son,  a  p o l i c e  

o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  T e r a i  was k i l l e d  i n  t h e  l i n e  of duty .  He t e l l s  who- 

e v e r  w ' l l l i s t e n , t h a t  h i s  son was k i l l e d  by t h e  f a t h e r ' s  enemies. 

H e  now l e n d s  money i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  s a y s  he i s  seldom r e p a i d  and 

f e e l s  he  i s  no p o s i t i o n  t o  t r y  t o  c o l l e c t .  

The s i t u a t i o n  of mutual h o s t i l i t y  between garkhas s t i l l  cont i -  

nues. There i s  t h e  case  of a  young C h h e t r i ,  who a c t e d  a s  a  por- 

t e r  f o r  one of t h e  r e s e a r c h e r s .  This  boy comes from Manna, t h e  

garkha  making up t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of Darchula, and i s  p r e s e n t l y  

l i v i n g  i n  Dhap. Th i s  boy was l a n d l e s s  i n  Mama and he and h i s  fam- 

i l y  a r e  l a n d l e s s  i n  Dhap. They too  f e e l  t h e  h o s t i l i t y  of the  l o c a l  

people t c o u t s S d e r s , a n d  the  boy i s  forced t o  do jobs  which o t h e r s  



in the panchayat find distasteful. Although this boy's movement, 

in fact, repeats in many ways the experience of the Brahmin a gen- 

eration earlier, this movement is becoming less and less common in 

the hills. This type of movement demonstrates, however, how long 

migration has been taking place and stressess the idea that we have 

expressed above, that migration is, in effect, the traditional means 

of dealing with shortages of land brought about by overpopulation or 

loss of land due to other causes. Three generations ago, 150 house- 

holds from Hikla migrated to ihhapre panchayat, the panchayat 

just north of Darchula-Khalanga. Many of these families continue 

to hold land in Hikla, and either let it out on a share-cropping 

basis or a few families still return to cultivate their own land. 

The remaining families have sold their land. Sixteen other families 

migrated from Hikla panchayat and now live in Rapla. The reason 

given for both these movements was the scarcity of land in Hikla, 

so that the time depth of both land scarcity and migration to solve 

the shortage brought about by land scarcity can be seen to extend 

at least three generations back. Through this, some notion of the 

pre-Terai migration pattern can be reconstructed. The formation of 

Dhap itself is said to have taken place in around 1852 A.D., when 

landlords and their skilled workmen migrated to the area from Bai- 

tadi and areas presently in India. In a little over a hundred years, 

this area went from land on which migrants settled, to an area pro- 

ducing its own emigrants. Historically,.movement from one area of 

the hills to another has been the most viable solution to land 

scarcity, but the hills are now filling up, and the example of Dhap 

and Hikla show how quickly this process has taken place, even with 

the reduced population of three generations ago. A general assess- 

ment of the situation brings us to conclude that the present popu- 

lation of these two panchayats are at a maximum and that the hosti- 



l i t y  of one group towards in-migrants  from a  neighbouring garkha 

demonstrates t h i s  t o  be the  l o c a l  zsscssment of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a s  

we l l .  

A l l  of t h e  t a r g e t  a r e a s  i n  Darchula a r e  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  a  close 

walking d i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  Mahakali r i v e r ,  which i s  t h e  border  between 

Nepal and I n d i a .  To some e x t e n t ,  t h e  Ind ian  a r e a  h a s  g r e a t  a t t r a c -  

t i o n s  f o r  Nepalese. E t h n i c a l l y ,  t h e  h i l l s  j u s t  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  

a r e  made up of a  popula t ion  which i s  e x a c t l y  t h e  same, both  cul- 

t u r a l l y  and l i n g u i s t i c a l l y  a s  t h e  popu la t ions  w i t h i n  Nepal. The 

Indian  s i d e ,  however, has  roads ,  access  t o  l a r g e  market towns, hos- 

p i t a l s ,  s choo l s ,  and c o l l e g e s  and i n  many p l a c e s ,  e l e c t r i c i t y .  The 

border  is  permeable f o r  t h e  purposes of marr iage ,  though most of 

thesemovementsinvolve only t h e  female popu la t ions  of v i l l a g e s ,  and 

c r e a t e  l i t t l e  n e t  change i n  popula t ion  s i z e .  We have d iscussed 

t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  of I n d i a  f o r  r e v e r s i b l e  migrants ,  b u t  t h e  number of 

cases  of permanent migrants  moving t o  I n d i a  a r e  s u r p r i s i n g l y  small.  

This  i s  due p a r t l y  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  s e c t i o n  of U t t a r  Pradesh 

d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  t h e  border from Darchula is p r e s e n t l y  a  n o t i f i e d  

a r e a ,  r e q u i r i n g  passes  and papers  f o r  everyone t r a v e l l i n g  i n  the  

a r e a  r e g a r d l e s s  of n a t i o n a l i t y .  This  makes i t  ve ry  d i f f i c u l t  t o  

a c q u i r e  land i l l e g a l l y  and I n d i a ' s  own popu la t ion  i n  t h e  h i l l s  is  

every b i t  a s  dense a s  t h a t  i n  Nepal ' s  h i l l s ,  s o  t h a t  l e g a l  land is  

very  d i f f i c u l t  and expensive t o  acqu i re .  I n  s p i t e  of t h e  d i f f i -  

c u l t i e s ,  migra t ion  does t a k e  p l a c e  between Nepal and I n d i a .  One 

case  i s  a  Brahmin from Hikla  who had on ly  0.17 a c r e s  of u n i r r i g a t e d  

land wi th  which he had t o  suppor t  f i v e  people.  S ince  he was unable 

t o  suppor t  h i s  fami ly  from t h i s  q u a n t i t y  of l and ,  he used t o  supple- 

ment h i s  income by working a s  a  short- term laboure r  i n  I n d i a  and 

i n  a d d i t i o n  s o l d  firewood and animal fodder.  I n  1961, he s o l d  h i s  



land t o  a Thakuri and moved with h i s  mother and t h e  r e s t  of h i s  

family t o  a v i l l a g e  near  Darchula-Khalanga,,where he worked a s  a 

share cropper on a J a i s h i  Brahmin's land.  Two years  l a t e r ,  he bought 

a p iece  of land i n  Dhap panchayat, but  t h i s  w a s  s t i l l  not enough t o  

support h i s  family and he continued a s  a temporary labourer  i n  India .  

He a l s o  got  a job watching over jopu f o r  t h e  Byanshi ( a  job c a l l e d  

bhudya). Two y e a r s  ago, he so ld  h i s  land i n  Dhap and moved t o  Ind ia ,  

j u s t  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  from Dhap. H i s  sister married a man from the  

India  s i d e  and h i s  l i n k s  became es tab l i shed .  It was important ,  how- 

ever, f o r  t h i s  man t o  have an i n i t i a l  l i n k  wi th in  Ind ia  i n  order 

t h a t  h i s  presence t h e  l eg i t imized .  I n  t h e  case  of t h i s  migrant,  

h i s  l i n k  was h i s  p a t e r n a l  uncle,  a long-term labour migrant with the  

p o s t a l  system of I n d i a  who was then r e t i r e d ,  l i v i n g  on a pension 

a f t e r  having chosen t o  remain i n  I n d i a ,  thus becoming a permanent 

migrant.  With h i s  unc le ' s  he lp ,  t h e  informant w a s  a b l e  t o  ge t  a 

job a s  a s h a r e  cropper on about 0.5 a c r e s  of land. Now he ea rns  

h i s  l i v i n g  i n  a combination of a g r i c u l t u r a l  work and s e l l i n g  fodder 

and firewood, b u t  he  i n  now unable t o  g e t  a job a s  a c o o l i e ,  because 

he no longer  l i v e s  i n  a v i l l a g e  wi th  a - met ( l o c a l  labour con t rac to r ) .  

He i s  not  much b e t t e r  o f f  i n I n d i a , a n d  w i l l  not  ge t  c i t i z e n s h i p  f o r  

th ree  more yea rs ,  but  he  has nothing i n  Nepal and the re fo re  f e e l s  

he cannot r e t u r n .  He would l i k e  t o  move down t o  ~ e p a l ' s  Tera i ,  but  

he has no r e l a t i v e s  o r  o t h e r  l i n k s  t h e r e  and he f e e l s  he cannot a f -  

ford t h e  T e r a i  on h i s  own. It must be noted t h a t  the  informant 

t r i e d  a s  f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  s t a y  i n  Nepal ( a s  demonstrated by h i s  

i n i t i a l  move t o  t h e  Khalanga and Dhap a r e a s ) ,  but  he was not ab le  

t o  make a l i v i n g  i n  Nepal and s o  moved t o  Ind ia  a s  a kind of f a l l -  

back p o s i t i o n .  



A more s u c c e s s f u l  case  i s  t h a t  of Chhe t r i  from Hikla ,  who 

i n  1966 ( t h e  yea r  of h i g h e s t  migra t ion  from Hikla)  purchased about 

0.5 a c r e s  of  land i n  I n d i a ,  a f t e r  mortgaging h i s  own land i n  Nepal. 

Both he and h i s  son a r e  p r e s e n t l y  working a s  chowkidars f o r  the i r-  

r i g a t i o n  department i n  I n d i a  and make a  good l i v i n g .  He claims he 

l e f t  Nepal because he was unable t o  make a  l i v i n g  on h i s  land there,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  the  y e a r  he l e f t  was a  yea r  of famine and d is -  

a s t o r  i n  t h e  a rea .  

Another migrant  t o  I n d i a  was a  Chhet r i  wi thout  s u f f i c i e n t  land, 

who migrated a f t e r  h i s  daughter  married an Ind ian .  She helped him 

g e t  s e t  up on t h e  Ind ian  s i d e .  

About 35 y e a r s  ago, n e a r l y  60 f a m i l i e s  l e f t  Hikla  panchayat 

and moved t o  t h e  Chaudans a r e a  of I n d i a .  Although some of these  

f a m i l i e s  s t i l l  own land i n  Hik la?anchaya t , and  though some l e t  i t  

o u t  on a  s h a r e  cropping b a s i s ,  most of the  l ands  have been mortgag- 

ed t o  r e l a t i v e s .  I n  s p i t e  of t h e  heavy out f low of migrants  from 

Hikla  panchayat (226 f a m i l i e s  have been counted i n  o u r  examples 

over  t h r e e  g e n e r a t i o n s ) ,  t h e  popu la t ion  p r e s s u r e  on Hikla  panchayat 

has  no t  decreased.  The a r e a  s t i l l  has  a  h igh b i r t h  r a t e  and with- 

i n  two o r  t h r e e g e n e r a t i o n s , e i g h t y  ropan i s  of land can suddenly be- 

come very  l i t t l e .  

The t h i r d  type of h i l l  t o  h i l l  migra t ion ,  invo lves  Indian  na- 

t i o n a l s  moving i n t o  Nepal. This  i s  c e r t a i n l y  a  more important  prob- 

lem i n  t h e T e r a i ,  where land which might be used t o  d r a i n  o f f  excess 

popula t ion  from the  h i l l s  i s  i n s t e a d  being u t i l i z e d  by migrants  from 

the  equa l ly  densely populated a r e a s  of I n d i a  d i r e c t l y  t o  the  south 

of Nepal. This  movement i n t o  Nepal 's  T e r a i  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  l i m i t  



t he  u s e f u l n e s s  of t h i s  land f o r  Nepal 's h i l l s  i n  the  fu tu re .  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  s k i l l e d  workers coming from Ind ia  make i t  d i f f i c u l t  

f o r  less s k i l l e d  Nepalis  t o  g e t  employment when they move t o  t h e  

Tera i .  The genera l  s i t u a t i o n  both i n  t h e  h i l l s  and i n  the  Tera i  

i s  t h a t  less s k i l l e d  workers l eave  Nepal while more h ighly  s k i l l e d  
6 

workers e n t e r  Nepal. I n  t h e  h i l l s ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  is  s i m i l a r  t o  

t h a t  i n  t h e  T e r a i ,  bu t  due t o  t h e  high dens i ty  populat ion and l i m i t -  

ed r e sources  i n  t h e  h i l l s  t h e  numbers of migrants  e n t e r i n g  Nepal 

a r e  no tab ly  q u i t e  smal l .  S t i l l  migra t ion  invc lves  populat ions of 

more h igh ly  s k i l l e d  workers. The only example of in-migration from 

I n d i a  t o  Dhap i s  t h a t  of the  v i l l a g e ' s  only barber .  There a r e  no 

Indian  in-migrants  i n  Hikla ,  whi le  i n  Darchula-Khalanga a s i d e  from 

t h e  Sauka ( Ind ian  Byanshi who e n t e r  Nepal f o r  t r a d e ,  some having 

permanent houses and o t h e r s  who come seasonal ly  t o  run shops a s  

Nepali  Byanshi do i n  I n d i a ) ,  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  ba rbe r s  and one r a d i o  

repairman. 

The problem wi th  Byanshi, Sauka, and those  high Nepali c a s t e s  

l ivj-ng i n  I n d i a  w i t h  l and  i n  Nepal and those l i v i n g  i n  Nepal wi th  

land i n I n d i a , b r i n g  o u t  the  p e r r e n i a l  problem of c i t i z e n s h i p  and 

n a t i o n a l  l o y a l t y  and c e r t a i n l y  t h e r e  a r e  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  which come 

up a t  panchayat e l e c t i o n  time and a t  t a g  t i m e  and wi th  the  d i s -  

p o s i t i o n  of r e sources  between I n d i a  and Nepal. These problems 

a r e  s o  complex t h a t  they would r e q u i r e  a  lawyer t o  handle. These 

cases  a r e  a source  of worry t o  t h e  l o c a l  people and everyone i s  

q u i t e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  the  s i t u a t i o n .  A s  we have s a i d ,  e t h n i c a l l y  and 

c u l t u r a l l y  bo th  t h e  Nepali  c a s t e s  and t h e  Byanshi a r e  the  same on 

both  s i d e s  of t h e  border.  Both groups a r e  l inked t o  corresponding 

groups on t h e  oppos i t e  s i d e  of the  r i v e r  both through marriage, a s  

we l l  a s  through r e l i g i o u s  p r a c t i c e s .  To a  c e r t a i n  e x t e n t ,  the  bor- 



der does not e x i s t  and yet  when l ega l  questions come up i t  may be 

the crucial  factor .  



Chapter V I I  

THE EFFECTS OF OUT MIGRATION ON THE HILLS AND TERAI OF FAR-WESTERN 

NEPAL AND POSSIBILITIES FOR THE FUTURE 

Trying t o  draw conclus ions  i n  a f i e l d  a s  complex a s  migratory 

phenomena i s  ve ry  d i f f i c u l t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when our  own survey in-  

cluded only  a l i m i t e d  number of si tes and could only remain i n  the  

f i e l d  a s h o r t  t i m e .  This  p r o j e c t  has  been considered t o  be  a pre- 

l iminary  s tudy  from the  very  beginning and without  f u r t h e r  r e sea rch ,  

can only  be  taken a s  i n d i c a t i v e  of t h e  regions  p a r t i c u l a r l y  under 

s c r u t i n y .  We can however b r i n g  i n  c e r t a i n  d a t a  taken from our own 

pe r sona l  exper ience  a s  r e s e a r c h e r s  sha r ing  about e leven yea r s  pro- 

f e s s i o n a l  exper ience  i n  t h e  va r ious  regions  of Nepal 's h i l l s .  Where- 

eve r  p o s s i b l e ,  we have i n d i c a t e d  where d a t a  i n  our  t a r g e t  a r e a  does 

o r  does no t  conform t o  our  experience of migratory behaviour i n  

o t h e r  a r e a s  i n  Nepal. Cer ta in ly  t h i s  kind of information i s  of a 

more i m p r e s s i o n i s t i c  n a t u r e ,  but  i t  i s  a t  the  same time va luab le  

and p u t s  our  t a r g e t  a r e a  i n t o  t h e  context  of Nepal a s  a whole. This  

i m p r e s s i o n i s t i c  d a t a  h a s  been gained f o r  the  most p a r t  from s t u d i e s  

where o f t e n  a t t e n t i o n  was focussed elsewhere and can be only a weak 

s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  s t r o n g l y  d i r e c t e d r e s e a r c h ,  such a s  w e  have at tempted 

i n  t h e  t a r g e t  a r e a .  I n  o rde r  t o  f i t  our  s tudy i n t o  a t o t a l  p i c t u r e  

of migra tory  phenomena i n  Nepal, i t  w i l l  be necessary t o  f a i t h f u l l y  

s tudy  o t h e r  sample a r e a s ,  i n  o t h e r  regions ,  where cond i t ions  i n  t h e  

h i l l s  and i n  t h e  T e r a i  p r e s e n t  ~ t h e r a d v a n t a ~ e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  

shortcomings. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  is  necessary t o  take i n t o  account 

t h e  d a t a  of o t h e r  r e s e a r c h e r s  who have s tud ied  o r  may soon study 

migra tory  phenomena i n  Nepal. 



Migratory phenomena, f i r s t  of a l l ,  i s  a  prime i n d i c a t o r  of eco- 

nomic and demographic cond i t ions  i n  t h e  h i l l s .  This  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

importact  i n  a  subs i s t ence  v i l l a g e  s e t t i n g ,  where more " s c i e n t i f i c "  

economic i n d i c a t o r s  and o t h e r  r e l i a b l e  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  d i f f i c u l t ,  

i f  not  impossible t o  c o l l e c t .  We have demonstrated i n  t h e  discus-  

s i o n  above, t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  k inds  of migra tory  phenomena i n  

t h e  h i l l s  of Nepal and t h a t  t h e s e  migra tory  phenomena a r e  c l o s e l y  re- 

l a t e d  t o  s e t s  of recognizable  economic f a c t o r s .  Migratory behaviour 

i s  above a l l  r a t i o n a l  behaviour. We have a l s o  shown t h a t  t h e r e  is  

a  s o c i a l  component t o  migratory behaviour,where occurrence is  re-  

l a t e d  t o  c a s t e  s t and ing  and no t  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  economic s t and ing ,  

which can a l s o  be prime mot ivators  of migra tory  behaviour.  These 

c a s e s  are less common than economically motivated migra t ion.  Per- 

manent migra t ion i s  a  f i n a l  s t e p  brought about by t h e  t o t a l  f a i l u r e  

of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  be i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  e i t h e r  t h e  economic o r  so- 

c i a l  systems. Before permanent migra t ion t a k e s  p l a c e ,  however, 

t h e r e  a r e  in te rmedia te  s t e p s  which may o r  may not  betaken,depend-  

i n g  on c e r t a i n  economic a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  h i l l s .  Trade cannot t ake  

p l a c e  without  markets ,  t r a d e  r o u t e s  and p r o f i t a b l e  forms of t r ans -  

p o r t .  Short-term labour  migra t ion cannot t ake  p l a c e  wi thout  t h e  

a v a i l a b i l i t y  of u n s k i l l e d  jobs ,  i n  t h e  case  of Nepal, brought about 

by o u t s i d e  f inanced development and c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s .  Se l f -  

motivated c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  and development p r o j e c t s  have not  

y e t  been p reva len t  i n  Nepal, a s  i n  t h e  case  of o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  and 

a s  a  consequence t h e  amount of short- term labour  migra t ion i s  an 

i n d i c a t o r  of t h e  amount of development c o n s t r u c t i o n  going on i n  a  

region.  Long-term labour migra t ion a l s o  r e q u i r e s  o u t s i d e  f inanc ing  

and i s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  demand f o r  mostly s k i l l  o r  semi-skil led work- 

ers. Therefore,  i f  permanent migra t ion i s h i g h , a n d  s h o r t  o r  long- 



term migra t ion is low, i t  i s  a s i g n  t h a t  t h e r e  is  land s c a r c i t y  i n  

a region and e i t h e r  l i t t l e  demand f o r  unsk i l l ed  o r  s k i l l e d  labour ,  

o r  few l a b o u r e r s  i n  t h e  region possess ing t h e  s k i l l s  o r  educat ion 

i n  demand. I f  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  migra t ion of any kind,  one can as-  
* 

sume t h a t  t h e r e  is a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  i n  a region.  I f  

the re  i s  l i t t l e  permanent migra t ion,  y e t  much r e v e r e i b l e  migra t ion,  

one can assume t h a t  t h e r e  i s  land s c a r c i t y ,  bu t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  

present  i n  o t h e r  s e c t o r s .  For t h e  most p a r t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  migratory be- 

haviour i n d i c a t e s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n s u f f i c i e n c y  brought about by land 

s c a r c i t y ,  caused e i t h e r  by over popula t ion o r  r e c e n t  l o s s  of land due 

to  l a n d s l i d e s ,  o r  l o s t  water s u p p l i e s ,  o r  due t o  inadequate land 

brought about by poverty of t h e  s o i l  wi th  no a v a i l a b l e  techniques t o  

improve l o c a l  a g r i c u l t u r e .  A l l  of these  amount t o  i n s u f f i c i e n t  food 

supply and t h e  n e c e s s i t y  t o  e i t h e r  supplement t h e  supply o r  t o  f i n d  

a new system, i n  which t h e  supply w i l l  be suf f i c i e n r .  

The s o c i a l . c a u s e s  of migra t ion a r e  of course of g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  

t o  an th ropo log i s t s ,  bu t  no techniques have y e t  been developed t o  

remedy s o c i a l l y  caused problems. Since these  cases a r e  few, we have 

mentionedthem, f i r s t  t o  stress t h a t  they do e x i s t , a n d  second t o  de- 

monstrate t h e  workings of t h e  l o c a l  s o c i a l  systems. Improvement i n  

the  economic sphere  i s  t h e  only s o l u t i o n  we can o f f e r  f o r  a l l e v i a t -  

ing  t h e  problems of migrat ion.  

The major problem of migra t ion is  repeatedly  demonstrated i n  

the  h i s t o r y  of Nepal and i n  t h a t  our t a r g e t  a rea .  I n  t h e  preceding 

chapter  we b r i e f l y  d iscussed popula t ion growth i o  Hikla panchayat,  

and t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  se t t l ement  of Dhap. The f a c t  t h a t  both of 

these  panchayats  now a r e  a source of migrants  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  of 

permanent migrants  t o  t h e  Tera i ,  demonstrates most of a l l  t h a t  mi-  

g r a t i o n  i s  only  a temporary s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  problems of the  h i l l s .  



We have shown t h a t  w i t h i n  t h r e e g e n e r a t i o n s ,  w e l l  over  200 fami l i e s  

have permanently migrated from Hikla and y e t  land s t i l l  remains 

sca rce .  As t h e  T e r a i  f i l l s  up, both  because of migrants  from the  

h i l l s  and migrants  from I n d i a ,  t h e  problem of t h e  h i l l s  i n  t h e  pre- 

malar ia  e r a d i c a t i o n  per iod w i l l  aga in  become pronounced. P r i o r  t o  

mala r i a  e r a d i c a t i o n ,  h i l l  dwel le r s  had t o  f i n d  new p l a c e s  t o  l i v e  

w i t h i n  t h e  h i l l s .  These small co lon ies  of h i l l  t o  h i l l  migrants  

have now had t h e i r  own popula t ion growths and have s e n t  co lon ies  

o u t  themselves. A s  a  consequence, r eg ions  which were a v a i l a b l e  t o  

p o t e n t i a l  migrants  w i t h i n  t h e  h i l l s  a r e  now f i l l e d  wi th  t h e i r  own 

popula t ions  and a r e  no longer  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  migra t ion without  the  

k ind of c o n f l i c t  noted i n  Dhap. Migrat ion t o  t h e  T e r a i  has  tempo- 

r a r i l y  a l l e v i a t e d  t h e  problem, and t h e r e  i s  some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  

t h e  popula t ion growth i n  t h e  h i l l s  was t o  some e x t e n t  dra ined off  

t o  t h e  Tera i .  It must be emphasized, however, t h a t  nobody i n  our 

t a r g e t  a r e a  moved t o  t h e  T e r a i  un less  be had t o ,  f o r  e i t h e r  econo- 

mic o r  s o c i a l  reasons  (and an  argument can be made t h a t  many of 

these  s o c i a l l y  motivated migra t ions  may have had an u l t i m a t e  econo- 

mic cause).  Nobody moved un less  t h e r e  was no o t h e r  s o l u t i o n ,  hence 

t h e  h i l l s  i n  our t a r g e t  a r e a  have been kep t  a t  a  c r i t i c a l  popula- 

t i o n  l e v e l ,  t h a t  is ,  t h e  l e v e l  j u s t  a t  which f a m i l i e s  were s u b s i s t -  

i n g ,  except  f o r  t h e  few wealthy who w e r e  f i n a n c i a l l y  a b l e  t o  purchase 

land no t  so ld  t o  t h e  immediate family of t h e  migrant  (for w e  have 

s t a t e d  t h a t  whenever p o s s i b l e  land was so ld  t o  a member of t h e  ex- 

tended family o r  i f  n o t ,  a  near-agnate) .  The s i t u a t i o n  i n  our t a r g e t  

a r e a  and w e  suspect  i n  much of rest of Nepal, i s  t h a t  t h e r e  was nev- 

er enough populat ion drained ou t  of t h e  h i l l s  t o  move from the  c r i -  

t i c a l  phase t o  a more comfortable popula t ion d e n s i t y  where t h e r e  

could be development, A s  t h e  T e r a i  i s  now f i l l i n g  up a s  demonstrated 

by the  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  f o r  example, i n  d iv id ing  s c a r c e  resources  between 



the Fores t  Of f i ce ,  t h e  Resett lement P r o j e c t  (Purnavas Company) and 

the Timber Corporat ion ( see  Elder  a t  a l ;  1976). t h i s  c r i t i c a l  phase 

i n  the hills w i l l  aga in  move toward insuf f i c iency .  Migrat ion the re -  

f o r e  must be taken as a symptom and not  a  cure.  

There a r e  many p o s s i b l e  a l t e n a t i v e s  t o  permanent migra t ion 

present  i n  t h e h i l l s , w i t h  very l i t t l e  support  from t h e  Nepal Govern- 

ment. A l l  forms of migra t ion a s i d e  from permanent migrat ion,  a r e  

self-motivated means of avoiding t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of a permanent migra- 

t ion .  Support of t h e s e  temporary migrants ,  a s  w e l l  support  i n  t r a d e  

and transhumant c a t e g o r i e s  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  ind ica ted .  Improvements 

i n  internalcommunication,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  roads and animal husbandry 

can i n c r e a s e  t h e  movement of t r a d e  wi th in  Nepal and inc rease  t h e  

number of f a m i l i e s  which can be  absorbed wi th in  t r a d e  r e l a t e d  a c t i -  

v i t i e s .  The improved breeding of t r a n s p o r t  animals and t h e  improve- 

ment of p a s t u r e  a r e a s ,  a s  w e l l  as t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  of new a r e a s  f o r  

pas turage  19 c e r t a i n l y  of p o t e n t i a l  va lue ,  even i f  motor roads a r e  

planned f o r  c e r t a i n  major routes .  The improvement of a g r i c u l t u r a l  

techniques i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a r e a  can improve t h e  y i e l d s  on a given 

amount of land and begin  t o  stem t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  of t h e  l o c a l  eco- 

l o g i e s  brought about by t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of having t o  borrow land from 

a d i f f e r e n t  e c o l o g i c a l  zone, i n  t h e  long run more s u i t a b l e  f o r  i t s  

o r i g i n a l  purpose ( f o r  example t h e  br inging of high jungle lands  under 

c u l t i v a t i o n ,  which i s  thought t o  u l t i m a t e l y  exacerbate  t h e  a l ready 

p o t e n t i a l l y  s e r i o u s  problem of l a n d s l i d e s ) .  Temporary migrants  

demonstrate t h a t  a  merely supplemental income is enough t o  keep 

many f a m i l i e s  on t h e i r  land i n  t h e  h i l l s .  Perhaps l o c a l  p r o j e c t s  

t o  improve i r r i g a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s ,  c o r r e c t  l o s s  of water  supply 

brought about by l a n d s l i d e s  and o t h e r  p r o j e c t s  r equ i r ing  more than 

the  work of a  s i n g l e  household could be undertaken,  e i t h e r  paying 



salaries from foreign aid credits or by giving relief from land 

taxes in return for labour, would keep this potentially vast supply 

of labour working in Nepal on developmentprojects, rather than hav- 

ing them migrate to projects in India. At the same time, the sup- 

plementary incomes would allow them to stay in their land on the 

hills. This would require an expansion of small area projects re- 

quiring planners with limited skills (such as the NDS) who could 

move into an area, engineer small projects and allocate jobs and 

credits. In addition, improvements in the availability of the lo- 

cal educational facilities would enable more hill dwellers to take 

advantage of long-term migrational opportunities, or even better 

to fulfill the local labour input requirements for the planning 

manpower recommended for the local projects discussed immediately 

above. Most important is the realisation that the land in the hills 

is filling up and filling up rapidly. The land in the Terai is 

also filling up and without major urban centers and the industry to 

support the growth of these potential urban centers in the Terai, 

the Terai will not be able to absorb many more people (particularly 

the dry poor-soiled far-western Terai) on an agricultural base. If 

these urban centers are encouraged, we have another few years of 

relief from over-population in the hills, analogous to the period 

immediately following malaria eradication. All these solutions, 

however, are temporary and will be shortly swallowed up, without 

steps taken to stabilising the growth of.population in the hills. 

Below we will discuss some of the more specific effects of hill 

migration in Nepal, with reference to our target area. 

Demographic Effects 

The size of the population in the hills has been effected by 

out migration, but the "last resort" quality of migration has main- 



tained population at a critical level. That is to say, that those 

who can maintain self-sufficiency, remain in the hills while the 

rest migrate. Therefore, there is little or no excess land present- 

ly in the hills, Reversible forms of migration tend to keep the 

population at this critical level, since families who are marginal- 

ly supported by their land and have reached the point of insuffi- 

ciency,can supplement their income with cash and therefore continue 

to remain on land which otherwise would have to be sold or abandon- 

ed. Some wealthy land holders have been able to increase their own 

holdings for the purposes of investment and either hire local la- 

bour or sharecrop their land, often selling their surplus either 

to reversible migrants or to markets. Local markets exist both in 

India and Nepal such as: Darchula bazar, which has many government 

officials who have to purchase their grain, the Indian and Nepali 

military, as well as the Byanshi, whose agriculture is primarily 

based on buckwheat, but whose staple grains are purchased rice and 

wheat. For these large landholders, conditions have improved, 

particularly since new lands are available due to permanent migra- 

tion to the Terai. Much of the permanentmigrants land is sold, 

however, to members of their own extended families or to near ag- 

nates and are necessary to maintain an adequate subsistence level 

for the families remaining in the hills. 

The rate of permanent migration has slowed down in our target 

area in recent years, with the peak period of migration having oc- 

cured in 1966 and 1967, a particularly bad year, both agricultural- 

ly and in terms of landslides. Since that time, as the Terai has 

filled, there has been a steady but not a particularly large out- 

migration to the Terai. Dr. Gurung has noted that in the years 

1961 to 1971, the District of Kanchanpur has grown by 293.5 percent, 



l a r g e l y  by migra t ion from t h e  h i l l s  a s  w e l l  a s  migra t ion from Ind ia  

and Burma. Land p r i c e s  a r e  going up and Punarvas has  l o s t  t h e  cre-  

d i b i l i t y  of h i l l d w e l l e r s ,  and s o  is no longer  an a t t r a c t i o n  t o  them. 

There has  been a r i s e  i n  people moving t o  t h e T e r a i , w i t h  no immedi- 

a t e  i n t e n t i o n  of purchasing land the re .  The s t eady  r a t e  of migra- 

t i o n  must be understood i n  terms of t h e  a t t i t u d e  of l o c a l  people,  

t h a t  going t o  t h e  T e r a i  i s  a l a s t  r e s o r t  and r e f l e c t s  t h e  number of 

people i n  t h e  t a r g e t  a r e a  who y e a r l y  reach t h a t  l a s t  r e s o r t .  Much 

of t h e  growth of Kanchanpur r e f l e c t s  t h e  despera t ion  of t h e s e  h i l l  

dwel le r s  who have reached t h e  p o i n t  of i n s u f f i c i e n c y .  K a i l a l i ,  t h e  

d i s t r i c t  immediately t o  t h e  east of Kanchanpur and has  grown only 

33.55 percent  i n  t e n  yea rs .  These percentages  a r e  misleading t o  

someextent ,  because t h e  popula t ion of K a i l a l i  was roughly 95,500 

in1961,  whi le  t h e  much less d e s i r a b l e  Kanchanpur had a popula t ion 

of only 17,000, t h e  lowest popula t ion of any T e r a i  D i s t r i c t .  This  

phenomenal growth is  i n  s p i t e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  land i s  hard ly  

productive.  A s  even t h i s  l and  f i l l s ,  t h e  number of people a b l e  t o  

migrate w i l l  drop even lower. 
1 

Revers ib le  migra t ion has  inc reased  due t o  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of 

jobs  i n  Ind ia .  Although t h e  B r i t i s h  army i s  tak ing  fewer s o l d i e r s  

from Nepal, our  t a r g e t  a r e a  i s  unef fec ted  s i n c e  t h e  B r i t i s h  army 

has seldom been a source  of long-term jobs  i n  t h e  a r e a  and t h e  

Indian army cont inues  t o  r e c r u i t  a t  a  h igh r a t e .  The b u i l d i n g  of 

t h e  road from Pi thoragarh  t o  Taraghat (nor th  of Dharchula bazar)  

has  wi th  the  presence of t h e  Indian m i l i t a r y  brought much develop- 

ment t o  t h e  Indian s i d e  of t h e  region,  g iv ing  many o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

f o r  short- term labour migra t ion i n  t h e  a r e a .  



Economic Effects 

As we have said, wealthy non-migrants have been able to pur- 

chase the land of some permanent migrants and with the increased 

markets for grain brought about by the growth of Darchula-Khalanga, 

the presence of themilitary,as well as the fairly stable markets 

provided by the Byanshi have allowed these non-migrant investors 

to increase their own personal wealth and power in the area. The 

investors now find it necessary to hire more agricultural labourers, 

either as sharecroppers or on a hire basis, but these agricultural 

labourers must seek outside employment during the slack season, 

hence,this has no effect in bringing down the increase in reversi- 

ble migration. 

The increased reliance on reversible migration of any form to 

absorb surplus labour and supplement insufficient incomes has led 

an increased reliance on commodities not produced locally by these 

migrants. The increase in available cash has allowed the purchase 

of items such as kerosene, shoes, manufacturedcloth,matches, tea 

(only drunk presently at tea stalls and not consumed in the home), 

spices, soap, and some medicines, not seen in the local village eco- 

nomy prior to the advent of reversible migration. In some cases, the 

purchase of these goods has to some extent offset the gains of hav- 

ing cash as a supplement, but normally these items are purchased 

with care and have increased, to some extent, the well-being of the 

village. Where cash becomes a serious problem is in the case of 

heavy drinking and gambling, where the extra income might actually 

lead to debt, but this requires more study before one can establish 

a direct link between conditions encountered by the migrants and 

an increase in alcoholism and gambling. The availability of cash, 

however, makesgambling for smaller stakes possible, where mortgag- 

ing of land to paygamblingdebts is not necessary. 



Mortgages on land had i n i t i a l l y  inc reased  a f t e r  migration t o  

t h e  T e r a i  began, b u t  now have decreased because migrants  have e i t h e r  

c u t  t h e i r  t ies  wi th  t h e  h i l l s  o r  cash  inf low due t o  r e v e r s i b l e  m i -  

g r a t i o n  has  enabled many t o  pay o f f  t h e i r  deb t s .  

Where p a r t  of a  family  has  migrated t o  t h e  Tera i ,  t h e  remain- 

i n g  s e c t o r  of t h e  family i n  t h e  h i l l s  has  been a b l e  t o  cont inue  on 

t h e  land and make a reasonable  l i v i n g .  No cases  of a c u t e  malnutri-  

t i o n  were found i n  t h e  a r e a  on a casua l  b a s i s  though no s p e c i f i c  

s tudy was done. I n  s d d i t i o n  t o  s e l l i n g  o u t  land,  some migrants  have 

s o l d  l i v e s t o c k  t o  pay f o r  land i n  t h e  T e r a i  wi thout  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  

of depr iv ing o t h e r  members of t h e  extended family bf t h e i r  a n c e s t r a l  

proper ty .  This and p o l i t i c a l  changes which have r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  

c l o s i n g  of c e r t a i n  t r a d e  r o u t e s  t o  t r a d e r s  of t h e  h igh Nepali  c a s t e s ,  

have inc reased  t h e  amount of t r a d e  i n  t h e  hands of t h e  Byanshi, who 

have t h e  cash  t o  purchase t h i s  l i v e s t o c k  a s  i t  becomes a v a i l a b l e .  

The frequency of l a r g e  farm ho lders  has  inc reased ,  bu t  t h e  

r a p i d  growth of family s i z e ,  even i n  these  l a r g e  holdings  ( see  pre- 

ceding chapter)  i s  bound t o  negate  t h i s  growth w i t h i n  t h e  nex t  gen- 

e r a t i o n .  So f a r ,  t h e r e  has  been l i t t l e  change i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  a g r i -  

c u l t u r a l  techniques ,  except  i n  wealthy f a m i l i e s  where t h e r e  has  most 

probably been con tac t  wi th  t h e  improved v a r i e t i e s  of seed being ex- 

per imentedwithin  I n d i a .  Land which has  been abandoned due t o  l o s s  

of water  supply,  due t o  l a n d s l i d e s  remains abandoned. The s i z e  of 

jungle lands  and fodder a r e a s  a r e  decreas ing a s  these  micro-ecolo- 

g i c a l  u n i t s  come under r e g u l a r  c u l t i v a t i o n .  

Because of t h e  marginal  q u a l i t y  of land i n  t h e  T e r a i  t h e r e  has  

been no g r e a t  investment i n  T e r a i  land by wealthy en t repreneurs  i n  

our t a r g e t  a r e a ,  al though t h i s  kind of investment is  found i n  o t h e r  



regions i n  Nepal. This  i s  l inked wi th  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  migrants  i n  

the Tera i  r a p i d l y  sever  t h e i r  l i n k s  wi th  t h e  h i l l s  (o f t en  a t  t h e  

i n s t i g a t i o n  of t h e i r  wives) and has  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e r e  being very  

l i t t l e  g r a i n  inf low from T e r a i  l ands  t o  t h e  h i l l s  of t h e  t a r g e t  

area,  except  f o r  r e t a i l  s a l e s  of r i c e  from t h e  Mahendranagar a r e a  

by t h e  govixnment (Sanjha). I n  looking a t  t h e  T e r a i  i t s e l f ,  the  

na t ive  peoples  of t h e  a r e a ,  notably  t h e  Tharu have been r e l e g a t e d  

t o  a more marginal  ex i s t ence ,  both economically and p o l i t i c a l l y  a s  

a r e s u l t  of t h e  i n f l u x  of t h e  h i l l  migrants  t o  t h e  a r e a ,  al though 

the s i t u a t i o n  h e r e  i s  no t  a s  y e t  a s  s e r i o u s  a s  i n  a r e a s  such a s  

Dang, Bardia o r  o t h e r  a r e a s  of t h e  western Tera i .  The premigrat ion 

populat ion of t h i s  a r e a  was q u i t e  small and t h e  1361 f i g u r e  of 

17,500 can be taken a s  being l a r g e l y  made up of t h e  indigeneous 

groups, a s  t h i s  i s  t h e  pre-malaria e r a d i c a t i o n  period f o r  t h e  a r e a .  

Temporary migrants  a r e  no t i ceab ly  more common i n  those  a r e a s  

with a marked a g r i c u l t u r a l  s l a c k  season, t h a t  i s  an a r e a  with a 

snowfall and high dependence on n o n - i r r ; ~ a t e d  a g r i c u l t u r e .  Long- 

term r e v e r s i b l e  migra t ion i s  more common i n  a r e a s  wi th  i r r i g a t e d  

a g r i c u l t u r e  and high labour  su rp lus ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  our t a r g e t  a r e a .  

Soc ia l  E f f e c t s  

I n  Nepali ,  t h e  t e r m  basa in  i s  i n  e f f e c t  t h e  t e r m  f o r  migrat ion.  

A man who migra tes  i s  a basa in  sarnewala. The term has nega t ive  con- 

no ta t ions ,  s i n c e  i t  is  assumed t h a t  t h e  man who migra tes  has migrat- 

ed due t o  economic f a i l u r e  (and sometimes s o c i a l  f a i l u r e )  i n  t h e  

home v i l l a g e .  The nega t ive  connota t ion i n  t h e  language i t s e l f  re- 

f l e c t s  t h e  r e l u c t a n c e  of v i l l a g e r s  t o  leave  t h e i r  home a r e a s .  Actu- 

a l l y  t h e  problem i s  a l i t t l e  more compli.cated, s ince  a l l  of the  forms 



of movement d iscussed i n  our c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  a r e  no t  considered 

basa in  i n  t h e  s t r i c t e s t  sense  of t h e  word. Permanent migra t ion and 

short- term labour migration a r e  f e l t  by l o c a l  v i l l a g e r s  t o  have 

nega t ive  conno ta t ions ,  whi le  t r a d e ,  long-term r e v e r s i b l e  migra t ion 

and t h e  extended farms have a  more p o s i t i v e  connota t ion and b r ing  

p r e s t i g e  t o  t h e  man who under takes  them. Permanent migra t ion and 

short- term labour migra t ion a r e  f o r  t h e  most p a r t  s i g n s  of econonlic 

f a i l u r e ,  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  t o  provide f o r  one ' s  family  w i t h i n  t h e  v i l -  

l a g e  economy. The long t e r m  migrant ,  t h e  t r a d e r  and t h e  extended 

farm owner a r e  seen,  however, a s  en t repreneurs ,  mobi l iz ing t h e i r  

r e sources  ( e i t h e r  educa t iona l  o r  f i n a n c i a l )  t o  improve t h e  l o t  of 

t h e i r  family.  The transhument a g r o - p a s t o r a l i s t  l i v e s  w i t h i n  t h e  

v i l l a g e  economy, and i s  n o t  r e a l l y  a  migrant  a t  a l l .  H e  moves, 

o f t e n  over g r e a t  d i s t a n c e s ,  bu t  i s  seen a s  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  

package which makes up t h e  t o t a l i t y  of r esources  i n  h i s  t r a d i t i o n a l  

v i l l a g e  economy. This man, i n  t h e  Nepa l i sense ,  i s  not  considered a  

migrant ,  nor  a r e  what w e  have c a l l e d  long-term r e v e r s i b l e  migrants ,  

t r a d e r s ,  o r  extended farmers.  

A t t i t u d e s  towards migra t ion  have changed a  b i t  and t h e  impetus 

f o r  t h i s  change i n  a t t i t u d e  seems t o  have come i n  l a r g e  p a r t  from 

women. We have a l r e a d y  mentioned t h a t  women tend t o  encourage move- 

ment t o  t h e  T e r a i  This  i s  due p a r t i a l l y  t o  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p a t t e r n  

of r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between t h e  mother-in-law and t h e  young wi fe  who 

has  moved i n t o  t h e  household of t h e  husband ( p a t r i l o c a l  marr iage) .  

The r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between t h e  new wi fe  and t h e  family a r e  o f t e n  

s t r a i n e d ,  because of p ressure  put  on t h e  new wi fe  t o  work hard i n  

t h e  house of t h e  in-laws. H e r  p r e s t i g e  i s  low i n  t h e  house and 



u n t i l  a  younger b r o t h e r  mar r i e s ,  t h e  g i r l  g e n e r a l l y  has t h e  lowest  

s t a t u s  i n  t h e  household. Re la t ionsh ips  wi th  o t h e r  women i n  t h e  

household a r e  o f t e n  d i f f i c u l t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  t h e  g i r l  i s  some- 

what of f  ba lance  a f t e r  having moved out  of a  v i l l a g e  i n  which every- 

thing i s  f a m i l i a r  t o  her  t o  a  v i l l a g e  where a l l  t h e  members a r e  

s t r a n g e r s .  A s  a  consequence, much of t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p r e s s u r e  f o r  

breaking up t h e  extended family  comes from the  wives of t h e  b r o t h e r s  

i n  t h e  f ami ly .  S ince  women do a  very  l a r g e  p o r t i o n  of t h e  a g r i c u l -  

t u r a l  work ill t h e  h i l l s ,  as wel l  a s  housekeeping and t h e  c a r r y i n g  

of water  and animal fodder ,  t h e  psychological  p ressu re  a s  w e l l  a s  

the  p h y s i c a l  l abour  i s  o f t e n  d i f f i c u l t  t o  bear ,  Work i n  t h e  T e r a i  

i s  much s imple r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  a  woman does not  have t o  nego- 

t i a t e  s t e e p  mountain t r a i l s  i n  going t o  t h e  f i e l d s  and i n  c a r r y i n g  

water and fodder .  Water s u p p l i e s  a r e  u s u a l l y  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  house 

i n  t h e  T e r a i  and s o  work i s  l e s s  d i f f i c u l t  and t a k e s  l e s s  time. 

Women have r a p i d l y  found ou t  from t h e  wives of migrants ,  t h a t  l i f e  

i s  b e t t e r  i n  t h e  T e r a i  f o r  them. Therefore,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  p r e s s u r e s  put  on b r o t h e r s  by t h e i r  wives t o  break up 

extended f a m i l i e s ,  a d d i t i o n a l  p ressu re  i n  now being pu t  on a  husband 

t o  s e l l  o u t  h i s  s h a r e  and move t h e  fami ly  t o  t h e  T e r a i .  Simulta- 

neously,  i n t r a f a m i l y  p ressures  and many of t h e  d i f f i c u l t  chores i n  

t h e  d a i l y  l i f e  a r e  t h u s  e l iminated .  Often t h e s e  p ressures  outweigh 

t h e  s t igma of  economic f a i l u r e  and a  family,  very  c l o s e  t o  the  l i n e  

of economic i n s u f f i c i e n c y ,  w i l l  migrate.  

Migra t ion ,  however, r e s u l t s  i n  a  growing trend toward t h e  f rag-  

mentation of f a m i l i e s ,  f o r  a s  a  migrant  l o s e s  h i s  r i g h t s  t o  land,  

he r a p i d l y  l o s e s  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  h i s  family i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of 

o r i g i n  and once l eav ing  seldom r e t u r n s .  The absence of long-term 



migrants  a l s o  c r e a t e s  fami ly  problems. The migrant  may begin a 

l i a i s o n  i n  h i s  home away from home, o r  t h e  wi fe  t i r i n g  of t h e  hus- 

band's  long absence may run  o f f  w i t h  another  man, l eav ing  t h e  r e -  

tu rn ing  migrant  t o  f i n d  only  a j a r i  paymel1.t l e f t  f o r  him i n  t h e  v i l -  

l a g e  and h i s  e n t i r e  fami ly  r e s t r u c t u r e d .  

unmarried migran t s  t o  t h e  T e r a i  r e f l e c t  t h e i r  changes i n  s o c i a l  

environment, p a r t i a l l y  through changes i n  marr iage  p a t t e r n s .  I n  the  

new s e t t l e m e n t s ,  migrants  l i v e  i n  con tac t  wi th  people from o t h e r  

s e c t i o n s  of  t h e  h i l l s .  W e  have mentioned t h a t  P a h a r i  s e t t l e m e n t s  

i n  t h e  T e r a i  a r e  made up of  wards, w i t h  neighbourhoods c o n s i s t i n g  

of v i l l a g e r s  from many h i l l  d i s t r i c t s  l i v i n g  i n  d i a d i c  c l u s t e r s  i n  

c l o s e  proximity t o  each  o t h e r .  Young men and women i n  t h e s e  c lus -  

t e r s  in te rmar ry  w i t h  o t h e r s  i n  neighbouring c l u s t e r s ,  u s u a l l y  wi th in  

t h e i r  own c a s t e ,  bu t  o f t e n  w i t h  people whose customs and language 

q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t .  I n t e r c a s t e  marr iage  and marr iage  w i t h  people of 

t h e  same c a s t e  w i t h  c e r t a i n  s o c i a l  s t igmas  (such a s  t h e  son of - de- 

v a k i  mentioned above) a r e  more common i n  t h e  T e r a i .  The c a s t e  sys- - 
t e m  of t h e  h i l l  people i n  g e n e r a l  seems t o  have been considerably  

re laxed i n  t h e  T e r a i ,  a l though i t  con t inues  t o  remain r i g i d  i n  t h e  

h i l l s .  The adekha (gurda) system, where women must h i d e  t h e i r  f aces  

from s t r a n g e r s  o r  members of lower c a s t e s ,  common i n  t h e  h i l l s  of 

our t a r g e t  a r e a  has  been abandoned i n  t h e  T e r a i .  Th i s  i s  one more 

reason why women wish t o  go t h e r e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  

jobs  f o r  s k i l l e d  workers has  made it  p o s s i b l e  f o r  some untouchable 

groups t o  have money i n  t h e i r  pockets ,  o f t e n  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime.  

Hote l s  and o t h e r  pub l i c  p l a c e s  a r e  a l s o  open t o  t h e s e  untouchables 

and i n  some c a s e s  they s i t  a t  t h e  same t a b l e s  a s  members of t h e  

h igher  c a s t e s .  This  r e l a x a t i o n  i s  a t t r a c t i v e  t o  many people and 



c r e a t e s  a s o c i a l  environment which a t t r a c t s  many hill migrants  i n  

s p i t e  of t h e  s o c i a l  stigma of being a  basa in .  

Re l ig ious  changes have a l s o  taken p lace  among permanent migrants  

t o  t h e  T e r a i .  We have mentioned t h a t  worship of T e r a i  d e i t i e s  has 

begun i n  t h e  p a h a r i  v i l l a g e s  of the  T e r a i ,  a l though t h e  worship of 

kuldevatas  s o  f a r  has  continued i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of o r i g i n  and t h i s  

worship i s  one of  t h e  prime mot iva t ions  f o r  T e r a i  migrants  t o  re-  

t u r n  t o  t h e i r  v i l l a g e  of o r i g i n .  These changes i n  r e l i g i o u s  pat- 

t e r n s  have n o t  a s  y e t ,  however, f i l t e r e d  up t o  t h e  h i l l s .  Returning 

migrants ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  who a r e  economically success fu l ,  may 

begin t o  e f f e c t  t h e s e  changes i n  t h e  h i l l s  over time. 

There have been p o l i t i c a l  changes i n  t h e  h i l l s  i n  t h e  sense  

t h a t  a t  l e a s t  two powerful p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e s  have moved ou t  of t h e  

t a r g e t  a r e a  a s  t h e  result of d e f e a t  by lower c a s t e  members i n  Pan- 

chayat  e l e c t i o n s .  The p o s s i b i l i t y  of migra t ion  has  t h e r e f o r e  turn-  

ed what may have been only a  temporary set-back i n t o  a  permanent 

p o l i t i c a l  change, f o r  t h e  oppos i t ion  l e a d e r s  moved o u t  and encourag- 

ed h i s  p o l i t i c a l  a l l i e s  t o  move wi th  him. This  c r e a t e d ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  

two p o l i t i c a l  c o m u n i t i e s ,  separa ted  by g r e a t  d i s t a n c e  r a t h e r  than 

a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of two r i v a l  p o l i t i c a l  f a c t i o n s  i n  one panchayat,  

p rev ious ly  mantained. 

The f a c t  t h a t  migra t ion  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  l e a d s  t o  a  r i s e  i n  expec- 

t i o n s  among members of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I n  t h e  chapter  on s h o r t  and 

long-term r e v e r s i b l e  migra t ion ,  w e  t o l d  t h e  s t o r y  of t h e  young boys 

who went ou t  and earned fabulous  sums of money. Even i f  t h i s  s t o r y  

may have been a  new f o l k  t a l e ,  i t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  the  hope of earn- 

ing  money and t h e  hope f o r  mob?li ty e x i s t s .  This  kind of t a l e  en- 

courages people  t o  migra te .  



Rising expec ta t ions  have l ead  t o  a growth i n  t h e  demand f o r  

educat ion,  f o r  the  educated man can t a k e  advantage of long-term m i -  

g r a t o r y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  The f a c t  that land i s  s t i l l  thought t o  be 

a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  T e r a i  l e a d s  t o  changes i n  pe rcep t ion  of how much 

land i s  adequate f o r  t h e  h i l l  farmer. What may have been s u f f i c i e n t  

t e n  yea rs  ago o r  b e t t e r  twenty y e a r s  ago,  may no longer  be i~e rce ived  

as s u f f i c i e n t  t o  a farmer who f e e l s  t h a t  he  has  t h e  o p t i o n  of moving 

t o  a b igger  land holding.  The r e a l i t y  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  Tera i ,  

however, i s  aga in  beginning t o  become apparent  t o  farmers i n  t h e  

h i l l s .  According t o  t h e  F o r e s t r y  Department, only  38 percen t  of 

t h e  land i n  Kanchanpur remained a s  jung le  i n  1971 The f a c t  t h a t  

nobody seems t o  g e t  land from t h e  r e s e t t l e m e n t  corpora t ion  t h e s e  

days has begun t o  make i t  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  amount of land a v a i l a b l e  

t o  t h e s e  farmers  i s  dwindling. The r a p i d  r ise i n  expec ta t ions  i s  

t h e r e f o r e  beginning t o  d isappear ,  bu t  t h e  hope remains and people 

are s t i l l  w i l l i n g  t o  t r y  i f  t h e  oppor tun i ty  arises. 

Changes i n  buying h a b i t s  have a l s o  been noted and seem t o  in- 

d i c a t e  a f u r t h e r  r ise i n  consumerism. Purchases of kerosene,  soap, 

t e a  and o t h e r  commodities i n d i c a t e  a growing d e s i r e  f o r  manufactur- 

ed goods. Returning migrants  have presented models f o r  change i n  

d r e s s  and food h a b i t s ,  and western  c l o t h e s ,  watches and shoes a r e  

d e s i r e d  and a r e  growing more common. 

Changes i n  language have a l s o  taken p lace ,  f o r  l i t e r a r y  Nepali  

i s  becoming more connnonly spoken i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  though t h e  c o l l o q u i a l  

d i a l e c t  (more c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  western Pahar i  d i a l e c t s  such 

as Kumaoni and Garhwali) s t i l l  remains.  Hindi i s  a l s o  becoming 

more commonly spoken, due t o  con tac t  wi th  Ind ians  on migra tory  l a -  

bour p r o j e c t s .  



Hypotheses 

I n  our  proposal ,  H i l l  Migrat ion i n  Nepal, w e  s t a t e d  a number 

of hypotheses which were t o  a c t  a s  gu ide l ines  t o  our r esea rch .  

.Since w e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  presented t h e s e  hypotheses ( see  Manzardo, Rai 

and Dahal: 1975, pp. 32-34) w e  would l i k e  now t o  s p e c i a l l y  d i s c u s s  

these  hypotheses i n  t h e  l i g h t  of our f ind ings .  

A. No land  i n  t h e  h i l l s  i s  abandoned by migrants  i n t o  t h e  Tera i .  
A l l  land w i l l  be  u t i l i z e d  e i t h e r  by t h e  remaining popula t ion 
o r  by migran t s  from an even more impoverished a r e a .  

Th i s  hypothes is  has  been proven t o  be e s s e n t i a l l y  c o r r e c t .  The 

bu lk  of t h e  l and  given up by permanent migrants  i s  sold  e i t h e r  t o  

b r o t h e r s  o r  nea r  agnates .  When land cannot be purchased by people 

from t h e s e  c a t e g o r i e s  o r  when people i n  t h e s e  c a t e g o r i e s  do not  

exist ,  o r  when t h e r e  i s  c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e  family ,  land i s  most o f t e n  

purchased by wealthy v i l l a g e r s  f o r  t h e  purpose of inc reas ing  t h e i r  

own holdings ,  u s u a l l y  f o r  t h e  purposes of investment.  We have noted 

t h r e e  cases  of in-migrants moving t o  our t a r g e t  a r e a  from neighbour- 

i n g  a r e a s  i n  which t h e  land was e i t h e r  of a lesser q u a l i t y ,  o r  where 

i n s u f f i c i e n t  land w a s  held (one case  from Hut i  Panchayat, one c a s e  

from Marma parkha both i n  Darchula, t h e  t h i r d  case  a migrant from 

I n d i a ) .  The expec ta t ions  of having populat ions from even f a r t h e r  

n o r t h  moving i n  t o  t h e  more sou ther ly  a r e a s  a s  they a r e  abandoned, 

however, w a s  found no t  t o  b e - t h e  case ,  s i n c e  t h e  northen Tibeto- 

Burman popula t ion i n  t h e  a r e a  is  on t h e  whole more wealthy and bet- 

ter o f f  then those  r e s i d i n g  f a r t h e r  t o  t h e  south,  because of t h e i r  

s u c c e s s f u l  r e l i a n c e  on t r a d e .  

B. One most common p a t t e r n  of migra t ion i n t o  t h e  T e r a i  is  through 
extended farms. 



Although in te rv iews  wi th  o t h e r  r e s e a r c h e r s  and our own expe- 

r i e n c e  in o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  of Nepal i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h i s  form of migra- 

t i o n  i s  common f o r  Nepal a s  a whole, no s t r i c t  c a s e s  of t h i s  form 

of migra t ion were found i n  t h e  t a r g e t  a r e a  o r  i t s  d i a d i c  pa i red  re-  

gion.  The absence of t h e  extended farm i n  t h e  Darchula-Kanchanpur ' 

s e c t o r  of Nepal i s  due,  we f e e l ,  t o  the poor q u a l i t y  of land b the 

T e r a i  and t h e  concominant l a c k  of i n v e s t o r s  f o r  this land.  Ue c o w  

pared t h e  y i e l d  of a n  average  holding i n  Kanchanpur w i t h  o t h e r  a r e a s  

in t h e  T e r a i  (c . f .  B i s t a ,  1975) and found that i t  y ie lded  less than 

h a l f  of w h a t  a comparible u n i t  would y i e l d  i n  t h e  eastern o r  even 

c e n t r a l  Tera i .  It was found, however, t h a t  wherever p o s s i b l e   weal^ 

thy  en t repreneurs  would purchase land i n  t h e  N l s  as i t  become 

a v a i l a b l e  a s  a consequence of permanent migrants  moving t o  t h e  T e r a i ,  

Severa l  cases of extended farms were found (based on s t r e t c h i n g  t h e  

d e f i n i t i o n  s l i g h t l y ) ,  bu t  t h e s e  extended farms i n  each case ,  were 

owned by one b r o t h e r  who maintained l i n k s  w i t h  his o t h e r  b r o t h e r s  

i n  t h e  hills, These farms where a l l  i n  t h e  process  breaking up 

through t h e  severence of l i n k s  with the hills. This  was found t o  

b e  d u e f i r s t , t o  p r e s s u r e  from t h e  wives of t h e  migrams  and second, 

t o  t h e  f a c t  that the y i e l d  of  n e i t h e r  t h e  farm i n  t h e  h i l l s  nor t h e  

T e r a i  was l a r g e  enough t o  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  c o n t r i b u t e  anything t o  t h e  

o t h e r  by continued l inkage .  The l i n k  was maintained on ly  t o  pro- 

v i d e  support  t o  t h e  migrant  b r o t h e r  whi le  he was i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  

s t a g e s  of s e t t i n g  up h i s  own independent farm. Once t h e  f i r s t  c rops  

w e r e  i n  and t h e  new farm w a s  se l f -suppor t ing i n d i c a t i o n s  were t h a t  

t h e  l i n k  was t o  be severed and t h e  i n i t i a l  support  of t h e  migrant  

was t o  be taken a s  payment f o r  t h e  m f g r a n t t s  s h a r e  of t h e  a n c e s t r a l  

land i n  t h e  h i l l s .  Therefore ,  a f t e r  t h i s  i n i t i a l  s t a g e ,  t h e  two 



farms became s e p a r a t e  economic and s o c i a l  e n t i t i e s .  Therefore,  t h e  

formation extended farms are thought t o  be  based on t h e  land in t h e  

Terai being of s u f f i c i e n t l y  high q u a l i t y  t o  warrant  investment by 

~ r o d u c i n g  good y i e l d s  of c a s h  crops ,  without  high q u a l i t y  l and ,  

investments tend t o  remain i n  t h e  h i l l s  and extended farms do no t  

come i n t o  e x i s t e n c e ,  even wi th  t h e  presence of  an  e n t r e p r e n u r i a l  

group. Loca l  i n v e s t o r s ,  p a r t f c ~ l l a r l y  those  in Ba i tad i ,  tend t o  in- 

vest  i n  extended farms from Bardia d i s t r i c t ,  where t h e  land i s  of 

higher q u a l i t y  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  land q u a l i t y  is  a primary f a c t o r .  

Another f a c t o r  which may e f f e c t  extended farms i n  t h e  a r e a  i s  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  Darchula i s  a g r e a t  d i s t a n c e  from t h e  T e r a i  and g e n e r a l l y  

i t  is  more conmuon f o r  those  l i v i n g  in h i l l  d i s t r i c t s  immediately 

adjacent  t o  the T e r a i  t o  i n v e s t  i n  such extended farms. Investment 

p a t t e r n s  i n  Dandeldhura should t h e r e f o r e  be s tudied more c l o s e l y ,  

fo r  a cursory  examination found t h a t  t h e r e  was a higher r a t e  of ex- 

tended farm investment from Dandeldhura, even i n  K a i l a l i  and Kan- 

chanpur d i s t r i c t s ,  The presence of roads i n  Ind ia ,  however, should 

negate some of t h e  d i s t a n c e  f a c t o r s ,  s i n c e  i t  is  p o s s i b l e  t o  t r a v e l  

from Mahendranagar t o  Darchula by bus i n  a day and h a l f ,  The higher 

r a t e  of investment i n  extended farms by people from Dandeldhura a s  

well a s  t h e  h igher  r a t e  of migra t ion i n  genera l  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  

system t h e r e  p r e s e n t s  d i f f e r e n t  c o n s t r a i n t s  and o p p o r t u n i t i e s  and 

the re fo re  should be  c a r e f u l l y  s tud ied .  

C.  I n  most c a s e s  w e  f e e l  t h a t  migrants  w i l l  maintain s o c i a l  t ies  
and more impor tant ly  land ownership i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of o r i g i n  
and t h u s  w i l l  n o t  be considered permanent migrants  by our 
c r i t e r i a .  



I n  ou r  s t u d y  of two panchnyats  i n  Darchula d i s t r i c t ,  we have 

found t h a t  i n  Dhap Panchayat ,  o u t  o f  329 m i g r a n t s  f o r  t h e  y e a r s  

1964-1975, 256 were r e v e r s i b l e  m i g r a n t s ,  t h a t  i s  m i g r a n t s  who have 

main ta ined  l a n d  ownership i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of  o r i g i n ,  and 73 were non- 

r e v e r s ~ i b l e  mig ran t s ,  t h a t  i s  t h o s e  who have g iven  up t i e s  t o  t h e  

l a n d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of o r i g i n .  I n  H ik la  Panchayat ,  o u t  of 871 m i -  

g r a n t s  f o r  t h e  same p e r i o d ,  671 were r e v e r s i b l e  mig rad t s .  I n  Dhap, 

t h e r e f o r e ,  78 p e r c e n t  w e r e  r e v e r s i b l e  mig ran t s  and i n  H ik la  77 per-.  

c e n t  were r e v e r s i b l e .  The re fo re ,  i t  i s  s a f e  t o  assume t h a t  t h e  high- 

e s t  pe rcen tage  of mig ran t s  were r e v e r s i b l e  m i g r a n t s ,  who m a l n t a i n  

t h e i r  t ies t o  t h e  l a n d ,  and consequen t ly  t h e i r  t ies  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  

and t h e  most of t h e s e  m i g r a n t s  a r e  e i t h e r  shor t - te rm o r  long-.term 

l abour  mig ran t s  ( s e e  Appendix IV). 

D. Migrat ior l  i n t o  t h e  T e r a i  t ends  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  wea l th  of t h e  
r i c h e r  members of t h e  v i l l a g e  ( t h o s e  who can a f f o r d  t o  buy 
i n v e s t m e n t - l a n d )  and t h u s  t h e  gap between r i c h  and poor i s  
i n c r e a s e d .  

We have noted  t h a t  most permanent mig ran t s  s e l l  t h e i r  l a n d  t o  

members of t h e i r  immediate f ami ly  o r  c l o s e  a g n a t e s ,  h u t  a  subs tan-  

t i a l  amount of  l a n d  is  purchased by e n t r e p r e n e u r s  who a c q u i r e  l o c a l  

l a n d  f o r  t h e  purpose of i nves tmen t ,  s e l l i n g  s u r p l u s  produce t o  mar- 

k e t s  i n  Darchula i n  I n d i a  o r  t o  t h e  Byanshi t r a d e r s .  Because of 

t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  of d e a l i n g  w i t h  l o c a l  l and  l e c o r d s  i n  t h e  s h o r t  t ime 

a v a i l a b l e  t o  u s ,  i t  was imposs ib l e  t o  g e t  f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  growth of 

l a n d  h o l d i n g s  amo;l;: t h e  e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  group s i n c e  m i g r a t i o n  1,egan. 

It should  b e  n o t e d ,  however, t h a t  i n  Dhap, a pancnayat  w i t h  508 

l and - -ho ld ing  f a m i l i e s  and 91  l a n d l e s s  f a m i l i e s ,  25 f a m i l i e s  own 4G 

r o p a n i s  - of l and  o r  more. Of t h e  472 l a n d  ho ld ing  f a m i l i e s  i n  B i k l a ,  

w i t h  137 l a n d l e s s ,  36 f a m i l i e s  ho ld  46 r o p a n i s  - o r  more. E i g h t  f a -  



mil ies  i n  both  panchayats own over 65 r o p a n i s  of land.  Therefore,  

when one compares t h e  f r equenc ies ,  one s e e s  a  tendency f o r  t h e r e  t o  

be a very h i g ~ ~  frequency of f a m i l i e s  owning below 25 ropan i s  of land - - 
and a few f a m i l i e s  who own a g r e a t  d e a l  of land.  Although i t  is  

impossible? t o  de termine  t h e  dynamics of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  wi thout  t h e  

f requencies  of holdings  t e n  y e a r s  ago, w e  can r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  nun-. 

ber of purchases  of land from our  c a s e  s t u d i e s  and have determined 
3 f o r  t h e  most p a r t  t h a t  t h e  hypothesized t r end  i s  i n  f a c t  t rue. '  

There i s  p r e s e n t l y ,  i n  t h e  middle h i l l s  a  s t a b l e  middle l e v e l  eco- 

nomic group. The b e s t  example i n  our a r e a  i s  found among t h e  Byanshi 

pernlanently s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  Rapla a r e a ,  o r  among t h e  members of our  

t a r g e t  pauchayat ' s land owners holding middle-level  holdings  (see 

Appendix V). 

These groups tend t o  remain s t a b l e ,  whi le  f a m i l i e s  wi th  smaller 

holdings o r  t h e  l a n d l e s s  t e n a n t s  tend t o  migra te ,  though t h e  land- 

l e s s  have d i f f i c u l t y  migra t ing  s i n c e  they have no money wi th  which 

t o  s t a r t  a  new l i f e  and o f t e n  remain trapped a s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  labour-  

e r s .  People w i t h  smal l  holdings  f o r  t h e  most p a r t  tend t o  se l l  t~ 

r e l a t i v e s  a l s o  w i t h  small holdings ,  Often enough, however they 

must s e l l  t o  those  w i t h  l a r g e r  land ho lde r s  thus  t h e r e  i s  a tenden- 

cy f o r  t h i s  group t o  i n c r e a s e  the  s i z e  of t h e i r  holdings.  Thus a 

l i t t l e  a t  a  t i m e ,  t h e  gap i s  widening. 

E.  Se t t l ements  i n  t h e  T e r a i  then a c t  t o  inc rease  t h e  o v e r a l l  
wea l th  of t h e  ( h i l l )  v i l l a g e ,  not  by opening new resources  
w i t h i n  a v i l l a g e  b u t  by br inging i n  new income from o u t s i d e  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

i elice The d i s c u s s i o n  above ind ica ted  t h a t  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  inc 'd  

of extended farms i n  our t a r g e t  a r e a .  For t h i s  reason the re  was 

l i t t l e  o r  no income t o  the  v i l l a g e  a s  a  r e s u l t  of T e r a i  migrat lon 



and s e t t l e m e n t  of t h i s  type.  I n  f a c t ,  much of t h e  f i n a n c i a l  support ,  

a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  per iod  of s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  T e r a i  seems t o  

f low from t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  h i l l s  t o  t h e  migrants  i n  t h e  Tera i .  I n  

t h e  case  of temporary l i n k s  between t h e  two a r e a s ,  i t  i s  more com- 

mon t o  s e e  money (being genera ted  by t h e  temporary mortgaging of 

land o r  !he s a l e  of l i v e s t o c k )  being inves ted  t o  suppor t  s i b i l i n g s  

a s  they go through t h e  i n i t i a l  s t e p s  toward s t a r t i n g  a new T e r a i  

farmstead.  As soon a s  t h e  f i r s t  c rop comes i n ,  t h e  l i n k s  a r e  se- 

vered and except  f o r  a l i t t l e  g r a i n  s e n t  from t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  t h e  h i l l  

farmer s e e s  l i t t l e  i n c r e a s e  i n  weal th  except  f o r  t ak ing  over t11e 

remaining s h a r e  of t h e  h i l l  patrimony a s  payment f o r  h i s  i n i t i a l  

monetary suppor t .  The r o l e  of women i n  encouraging t h e  sever ing  of 

l i n k s  between h i l l  and T e r a i  farms was a l s o  d i scussed .  I n  terms of 

permanent migrants ,  t h e  poor q u a l i t y  of t h e  land i n  far -western  

T e r a i  accounts  f o r  a n  i n a b i l i t y  t o  produce enough s u r p l u s  t o  i n c r e a s e  

t h e  food supply i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of o r i g i n  e i t h e r  through cash  o r  

g r a i n .  The movement of people ou t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  does ,  however, 

a l low v i l l a g e  farmers  t o  remain j u s t  a t  t h e  l e v e l  of s u f f i c i e n - i .  

S ince  a l l  r e s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a r e  v i r t u a l l y  being used t o  ca- 

p a c i t y ,  our s t a t ement  t h a t  new resources  a r e  n o t  being opened has  

been found t o  be t r u e  only  s i n c e  t h e r e  a r e  no new e x p l o i t a b l e  re-  

sources ,  except  a s  r e sources  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  used f o r  one purpose 

(such a s  p a s t u r e  l and)  which are now being g r a d u a l l y  s h i f t e d  over 

t o  o t h e r  purposes (such a s  a g r i c u l t u r e )  wi th  t h e  long-term e f f e c t  

of environmental degradat ion .  

More o f t e n  new income i s  brought i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  by t h e  h igh 

percentage (over 75 pe rcen t  of migrants  from 1964 t o  1975) of re-  

v e r s i b l e  migrants .  These r e v e r s i b l e  migrants  whether by t ak ing  out- 



s i d e  jobs  i n  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s l a c k  season o r  by taking jobs  which 

remove them from t h e  v i l l a g e  labour f o r c e  f o r  extended per iods  of 

t i m e ,  b r i n g  i n  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  cash  income a s  w e l l  a s  new products  

f o r  t h e  improvement of l i f e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Although a  s u b s t a n t i a l  cash  o r  food inflow from t h e  T e r a i  i n t o  

t h e  v i l l a g e  was not  found i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  of our t a r g e t  a r e a ,  t h i s  

type of suppor t  i s  n o t  t o  be discounted f o r  t h e  h i l l s  of Nepal a s  a  

whole. We have mentioned t h a t  t h e r e  i s  some i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  ex- 

tended farm phenomena on t h e  p a r t  of farmers l i v i n g  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  

T e r a i  i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( a s  i n  Dandeldhura, where t h e  spa rse  popula t ion 

i n d i c a t e s  a  land of even poorer  q u a l i t y  than t h a t  found i n  t h e  l o c a l  

T e r a i )  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  d i s t r i c t s  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  (suc!, a s  Gorkha, Chit- 

wan, I l a m  and Panchthar a s  w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  h i l l s  ad jacen t  t o  the  Sur- 

khet  v a l l e y ) .  I f  one were do a  s i m i l a r  s tudy i n  t h e s e  a r e a s ,  one 

would expect  t o  f i n d  a  g r e a t e r  r e l i a n c e  on extended farms and there-  

f o r e ,  a  g r e a t e r  inf low of cash  i n t o  t h e  h i l l  v l l l a g e s  a s  a  r e s u l t  

of T e r a i  migra t ion.  The investment i n  extended farms i s  t h e r e f o r e  

p r imar i ly  a  r e s u l t  of having high q u a l i t y  Tera i  land a v a i l a b l e  and 

secondar i ly  a  func t ion  of d i s t a n c e  of t h e  h i l l  v i l l a g e  from t h e  

Tera i .  Great d i s t a n c e s  a r e  of course  l e s s  of a  f a c t o r  where cheap 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  e x i s t .  

F. The r e s u l t i n g  gaps between t h e  wea l th ie r  land owners and those  
who own littae o r  no land w i l l  e f f e c t  changes i n  labour p a t t e r n s  
(manpower u t i l i z a t i o n )  and paymtilt p a t t e r n s  i n  h i l l  v i l l a g e s .  
For exarc~~,le, a s  t h i s  p a t t e r n  progresses  w e  expec: t o  f i n d - l e s s  
people i n  t h e  ca tegory  of e x t e r n a l  labour migracts  ( r e v e r s i b l e  
migrants)  a s  t h e  increased cash wi th in  t h e  v i l l a g e  al lows them 
t o  be h i r e d  l o c a l l y .  



The example of t h e  extended farm g i v e n  above f o r  e a s t e r n  Nen,?l 

( s e e  Chapter  VII )  demons t r a t e s  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  l abour  p a t t e r n s  vre 

wished t o  f i n d  i n  Darchula.  I n  t h a t  c a s e ,  when t h e  T e r a i  l and  was 

a c q u i r e d ,  t h e  head of t h e  household a s  w e l l  a s  sons  and o t h e r  ms?rn.- 

b e r s  of t h e  immediate f a m i l y  t r a v e l l e d  down t o  t h e  T e r a i ,  l e a v i n g  

t h e  h i l l  l a n d s  t o  be  managed by t h e  w i f e  of t h e  head of t h e  11our;e-. 

hold a!:d l abour  i n t h e  hands of h i r e d  workers  drawn from l a n d l e s s  

o r  nea r  l a n d l e s s  groups .  When Land Reform w a s  e n a c t e d ,  however, 

many of t h e s e  h i r e d  l a b o u r e r s  themselves  went t o  t h e  T e r a i  and land  

had t o  b e  s o l d  o r  p l aced  on  a  share-cropping  .or r e n t a l  b a s i s .  U n t i l  

t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of t h e  good l and  i n  t h e  a d j a c e n t  T e r a i ,  s u r p l u s  

l abour  w a s  i n  f a c t  absorbed  l o c a l l y  by t h e  e n t r e p r e n e u r  as a r e s u l t  

of h i s  ovm i n c r e a s e d  l a n d  ownership.  S ince  t h e r e  a r e  no extended 

farms i n  ou r  t a r g e t  a r e a ,  t h e  a b s o r p t i o n  of l abour  can  on ly  be  e f -  

f e c t e d  by i n v e s t o r s  i n  l o c a l  h i l l  l and .  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  t h e  inc reased  

.wealth is  o n l y  i n d i r e c t l y  a  p roduc t  of  m i g r a t i o n  s i n c e  i t  comes 

about  by t h e  a b s o r p t i o n  of l a n d  s o l d  by some m i g r a n t s .  P r e s e n t l y ,  

t h e r e  a r e  9 1  l a n d l e s s  h o u ~ i ~ l l o l d s  i n  Dhap and 137 l a n d l e s s  households 

i n  3 i l ; l a .  These houseilolds have members working i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a s  

ag r i cu1 tu r ; a l  l a b o u r e r s  f o r  some p o r t i o n  of t h e  y e a r ,  a l t h o u g h  l i k e  

l a L l d ; l o l d i n ~  sho r t - t e rm m i g r a n t s ,  t l ~ e y  must s e e k  o u t s i d e  employment 

durl i lg  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s l a c k  season .  S i n c e  i t  was imposs ib l e  t o  

de t e rmine  t l ~ e  growth i n  t h e  f requency  of l a r g e  l and  h o l d i n g s ,  a s  

w e l l  a s  t o  measure t h e  i n c r e a s e  of  t l~o:.$e l and  h o l d i n g s ,  i t  i s  on ly  

s a f e  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  cont inued  praisence of a l a n d l e s s  group i n  t h e  

v i l l a g e  i s  made p o s s i b l e  only  by t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of j obs  i n  t h e  

a z r i c u l t u r a l  sphe re .  Without t h e s e  jobs  t h i s  l a n d l e s s  c l a s s  would 

ei:h?r have t o  become permanent m i g r a n t s ,  o r  because  of t l lc- i r  low 



educat ion  l e v e l ,  have t o  t a k e  l e s s  f avourab le  long-term job oppor- 

t u n i t i e s .  The presencc of t h i s  l a n d l e s s  group, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  

a r e a s  where t h e r e  has been a  h igh frequency of permanent migra t ion  

i n  t h e  p a s t  ( s e e  Appe11J;x V I )  bu t  where t h e  frequency of permanent 

migra t ion  has  tapered  o f f  t o  some e x t e n t  i n  r e c e n t  yea r s ,  i n d i c a t e s  

t h a t  t h i s  hypothes is  has been proved t o  be s u b s t a n t i a l l y  c o r r e c t ,  

evel: when investment is i n  h i l l  r a t h e r  than Tera:i land.  The b e s t  

example of t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  was found i n  Hikla where t h e  h ighes t  m i -  

g r a t i o n  was found t o  have taken p l a c e  i n  1966 and 1967. Since  then,  

t h e  panchayat has  managed t o  r e t a i n  i t s  137 l a n d l e s s  families, p r i -  

mar i ly  i n  a  combinatjon of a g r i c u l t u r a l  labour  and short- term migra-- 

t i o n ,  b u t  i t  i s  most of a l l  t h e  short-- term migra t ion  which suppor ts  

t h e  l a b o u r e r s  i n  t h a t  s l a c k  season t h a t  makes t h e  continued presence  

of l a n d l e s s  p o s s i b l e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  of tl~ct t a r g e t  a r e a .  

G .  We f e e l  t h a t  t h e  r o l e  of women i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a l o u r  i n  t h e  
h i l l s  has  been tremendously underest imated and t h e r e f o r e  i t  
i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  e f f e c t s  of e x t e r n a l  a lbour  migrants  ah- 
sence has  beel; overest imated i n  a s s e s s i n g  labour  shor tages  i n  
t h e  h i l l s .  Wnen men migra te  and "most of t h e i r  product ive  
years" abroad,  i t  i s  f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  t h e  women remain. 

Th i s  p a r t i c u l a r  hypothes is  was badly worded i n  t h e  sense  t h a t  

i t  does  no t  g i v e  any r e a l  e s t i m a t e  t h e  expected r o l e  of women i n  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  labour .  One must no te ,  however, t h a t  women do a  major 

s h a r e  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  labour  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  wi th  t h e  except ion  of 

p l o u g l ~ i l ~ g  and manure c a r r y i n g  i n  t h e  h igher  Hindu c a s t e s .  There 

w a s  no labour  shortage. i n  t h e  a r e a ,  and t h i s  accounted f o r  t h e  h igh 

inc idence  of long-term labour  migra t ion ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  those  v i l -  

l a g e s  w i t 1 1  a  high r e l i a n c e  on i r r i g a t e d  a g r i c u l t u r e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

when short- term labour  ni:grants l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e  of o r i g i n  durint :  



t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s l a c k  season,  i t  was t h e  women who took oyfer,  o r  

more a c c u r a t e l y ,  continued tht. necessary  a g r i c u l t u r  ;I labour  dur ing  

t h e  men's absence. For t h e  most p a r t ,  much o j t h e  day t o  day labour 

would con t inue  even i f  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  number of men v e r e  no t  p resen t  

i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  f o r  a  long  per iod  of time. Men were o f t e n  seen i d l e  

i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  bu t  women never were. With t h e  except ion  of h i r e d  

l a b o u r e r s ,  men were a b l e  t o  t a k e  on suppor t  a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  co l -  

l e c t i o n  of firewood and i t s  t r a n s p o r t  t o  market .  Men, however, s e l -  

dom d id  occas iona l  labour  and seemed economically well-off  enough 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  Dhap, s o  t h a t  p o r t e r s  were q u i t e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f ind  

except  a t  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  h igh d a i l y  wages and even then  such l abour  

was only  taken by marginal  members of t h e  community. The r o l e  of 

women a s  t h e  backbone of t h e  v i l l a g e  labour  f o r c e  i s  f u r t h e r  demon- 

s t r a t e d  by tlle expressed d e s i r e  of women t o  l e a v e  t h e  h i l l s  and re-  

s e t t l e  i n  t h e  Tera i .  The p r e s s u r e  which women put  on t h e i r  husbands 

and t h e  r e l u c t a n c e  of many of t h e  husbands t o  l e a v e  r e f l e c t  a  d i f -  

f e rence  i n  pe rcep t ion  of h i l l  c o n d t t i o n s ,  which demonstrate a  d i f - ,  

fererlce i n  a c t i v i t y  l e v e l s .  For t h i s  r eason  t h e  r o l e  of women i s  

f e l t  t o  be  ins t rumenta l  i n  a l lowing men t o  migra te  temporar i ly  and 

y e t  ma in ta in  land i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of o r i g i n .  

H .  We f e e l  t h i s  a r e a  (Darchula-Kanchanpur) i s  developing i n  a  way 
analogous t o  t h e  r eg ions  of f a r - e a s t e r n  Nepal. 

The i d e a  of an analogous development has  been borne ou t  only 

i n  c e r t a i n  ways. Malaria  e r a d i c a t i o n  came t o  Kanchanpur n e a r l y  

e i g h t  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  e r a d i c a t i o n  i t 1  t h e  e a s t e r n  T e r a i .  For t h i s  

r eason ,  t h e  growth per iod  of t h e  T e r a i  i n  t h i s  s e c t o r  i s  now only 

ge t t i r lg  under way, whi l e  t h e  growth of t h e  e a s t e r n  s e c t o r s  has 

s t a b i l i z e d  t o  a  c e r t a i n  e x t e n t .  Many of t h e  f e a t u r e s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  



holvever, a r e  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t .  The land he re  is  d r i e r  and no t  a s  

f e r t i l e  and a s  a  consequence w i l l  never be a b l e  t o  suppor t  a s  g r e a t  

a  popula t ion  on an  a g r i c u l t u r a l  base  a s  t h a t  of t h e  e a s t e r n  Tera i .  

The h i l l s  immediately surrounding t h i s  a r e a  a r e  less f e r t i l e  than 

the  h i l l s  surrounding t h e  e a s t e r n  T e r a i .  A s  a  consequence t h e r e  i s  

a  b e l t  of low popu la t ion  d e n s i t y  between t h e  T e r a i  and Dandeldhura 

Bazar. Th i s  means t h a t  t h e  T e r a i  is  f u r t h e r  frola t h e  main popula- 

t i o n  c e n t r e s  i n  t h e  h i l l s .  This  d i s t a n c e  a s  we l l  a s  the  poor q u a l i t y  

of t h e  land has e f f e c t e d  p a t t e r n s  of se t t l ement  and migra t ion  t o  the  

a rea .  There a r e  fewer extended farms and permanent migrants  tend t o  

wa i t  u n t i l  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  bad be fo re  they more t o  t h e  

T e r a i .  A f t e r  having done f ie ldwork i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  t h e  a u t h o r s  f e e l  

t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  d a t a  ga thered  i n  one reg ion  t o  f a c t o r s  i n  

another  has t o  approached wi th  cau t ion .  The s t r a t e g i e s  a r e  essen- 

t i a l l y  t h e  same throughout Nepal, but  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  l o c a l  ecologi -  

c a l  c o n t r a i n t s  and o p p o r t u n i t i e s  l ead  t o  d i f f e r e n t  f r equenc ies  i n  

migra tory  types .  Along w i t h  t h i s ,  t h e r e  a r e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  econo- 

mic o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  h i l l  dwe l l e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  those  which a r e  

c r e a t e d  by development programs o u t s i d e  of t h e  a r e a  i n  ques t ion .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  c u l t u r a l  f a c t o r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  ques t ions  of s t a t u s  can 

mean t h a t  a  p resen t  economic oppor tun i ty  i s  no t  perceived a s  such 

and t h e r e f o r e  does n o t  e x i s t  (such a s  i n  t h e  c a s e  of l o c a l  migrants  

not  working on t h e  Dhangadi-Dandeldlura highway p r o j e c t ;  s e e  

Appendix I ,  f o r  a n a l y s i s ) .  

S t u d i e s  of r eg ions  i n  Nepal involves  complex i n t e r a c t i o n s  of 

extremely l o c a l i z e d  c u l t u r a l  and environmental f a c t o r s  and a s  a  

consequence d a t a  must be gathered i n  a r e a s  which a r e  small  and 

coiitiguous. Large survey; on t h e  whole produce d a t a  which b l u r  



l o c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  and prevent  f a c t o r s  v i t a l  f o r  development from 

becoming manifes t .  F a c t o r s  such a s  t h e  t i m e  t akes  f o r  l o c a l  yeoplc. 

t o  g e t  water  a r e  meaningless when sam?led from l a r g e  a r e a s  and ave- 

raged.  These r e q u i r e  surveys  t o  aga in  be  taken when l o c a l  work g e t s  

underway. Anthropologica l  surveys  on t h e  whole should be made a s  

a  f i r s t  s t e p  i n  any a r e a  where development i s  t o  be undertaken on 

a l a r g e  s c a l e  i n  o rde r  t h a t  t h e  conlplw i s s u e s  of l o c a l  b i o l o g i c a l ,  

p h y s i c a l  and c u l t u r a l  i n t e r a c t i o n s  be  f i r m l y  understood be fo re  any 

charges  a r e  a t tempted.  This  s t u d y ,  most of a l l ,  was a n  experiment 

i n  survey methodology. Any d a t a  c o l l e c t e d  (and t h e  au thors  f e e l  

t h a t  much d a t a  of s i g n i f i c a n c e  has been presented)  must be  taken a s  

secondary, f o r  o u r  own g o a l  was t o  experiment w i t h  a f a s t  vay of 

ga the r ing  survey d a t a  of  va lue  t o  t h o s e  charged w i t h  enac t ing  s o c i a l  

change. I n  t h i s  g o a l  w e  have l ea rned  much and l a t e r  s t u d i e s  w i l l  

r e f l e c t  t h e  s t r eaml in ing  of methods u t i l i z e d  i n  t h i s  s tudy.  



Chapter 1 
I n t r o d u c t i o n  

1. A s o c i a l  panchayat was def ined a s  a c l u s t e r  of v i l l a g e s  wi th  
s t r o n g  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  such a s  in te rmar r i age ,  which might 
n o t  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  a p o l i t i c a l  panchayat boundary i n  a l o c a l  
a r e a .  I f  a v i l l a g e  i n  neighbouring p o l i t i c a l  panc!layat had 
c l o s e r  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  wi th  v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e  t a r g e t  panchayat,  
t h i s  s o c i a l l y  more i n t e r a c t i v e  panchayat would be included i n  
t h e  s tudy  and a less s o c i a l l y  r e l a t e d  v i l l a g e  perhaps excluded. 

2. See Manzardo, A.E., Dahal,  D . R .  and Rai ,  N.K. "The Byanshi: 
Ethnographic Notes on t h e  Trading Group of Far-Western Nepal" 
C o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  Nepalese S tud ies ,  Vol. 3 ,  No. 2, pp. 84-118. 

3. See Ra i ,  N . K . ,  Manzardo, A.E., and Dahal, D . R .  "Ecological  
F a c t o r s  i n  Migra t ion  i n  Two Panchayats of Far-Western Nepal" 
m . s .  p resented  t o  t h e  col loque I n t e r n a t i o n a l  du Ecologie e t  
Geologie du Himalaya, P a r i s ,  1976. 

4. A s a r k h a  i s  a l a r g e  t r a d i t i o n a l  geographic u n i t  based on 
watershed.  There a r c  four  such u n i t s  i n  Darchula: Lekam, Duhu, 
Marma, and Byans. I n  Karna l i  and S e t i  zones a garkha i s  c a l l -  
ed  a -* d a r a  b o t h  a r e  roughly equ iva len t  t o  a thum i n  e a s t e r n  
Nepal. 

5 .  This  Thakur fami ly  has  come t o  Dhap Panchayat from I n d i a  and 
r e p r e s e n t s  a smal l  in-migration i n t o  t h e  a r e a  by s p e c i a l i s e d  
Ind ian  c a s t e s .  It must be s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h i s  in-migrat ion is 
m i n i s c u l e  i n  terms of popula t ion ,  but  i n d i c a t e s  some l o c a l  
s u r p l u s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  enough t o  support  such newcomers. This  
in-migrat ion i s  cent red  i n  Khalanga-Darchula. 

6 .  The source  of land f i g u r e s  i n  both  Dhap and Hikla Panchayats 
a r e  t h e  Land Reform Off i c e  Form 7. I n  t h i s  form, m u l t i p l e  
c la ims t o  l and  a r e  o f t e n  recorded. A t e n a n t ,  a mortgager o r  
an owner may a l l  have f i l e d  claims t o  t h e  same p iece  of l a n d ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  same land a r e a  may have i n  f a c t  been recorded 
more than  once. For t h i s  reason t h e  a c t u a l  amount of  land 
i n  u s e  i n  t h e  a r e a  has been i n f l a t e d  and can t h e r e f o r e  not  be 
used f o r  a s s e s s i n g  food p r o d u c t i v i t y ,  but  f o r  t h e  purposes of 
comparison, s i n c e  both v i l l a g e s  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  same kinds 



of e r r o r ,  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  a r e  p roduc t ive .  There  has  been no 
c a d a s t r a l  survey  a s  y e t  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  and subsequent  s t u d i e s  
from o u r  team w i l l  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  l a y  more stress on a s s e s s i n g  
t h e  a c t u a l  l and  a r e a s  and usage  p a t t e r n s .  For  t h e  purposes  
of t h e  p i l o t  p r o j e c t  we have deemed i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a c c e p t  
t h e s e  f i g u r e s  f o r  i n d i c a t i v e  pu rposes  and c a l l  t h e  r e a d e r ' s  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  c a u t i o n  w i t h  which t h e s e  f i g u r e s  must be  used 

7. Brahmins who cannot  perform p r i e s t l y  f u n c t i o n s .  The Brahmins 
i n  H ik la  a r e  a l l  J a i s i ,  w h i l e  t h e  Brahmins i n  Dhap are Upadhya- 
ya Brahmins, i . e .  t h o s e  who per form p r i e s t l y  f u n c t i o n s .  The 
groups  a r e  d i f f e r e ? t ,  i n  s p i t e  of t h e  s i m i l a r i t y  of t h e  t h a r  - 
names. 

Chapter  I1 
Migra t ion  Typolopy 

1. See Furer-Haimendorf (1964, 1975) ,  J e s t  (1966),  R a i  (1973).  

2. See Jest (1976),  A l i r o l  (1976),  Messerschmidt and Gurung (1974),  
G o l d s t e i n  (1974, 1975).  

3.  Cf .  ~ a n z a r d o :  1976. 

4.  Of 329 m i g r a n t s  i n  Dhap Panchayat  on ly  1 0  ( t h r e e  households)  
were of  t h e  extended farm type .  Of 811 m i g r a n t s  i n  K i k l a  
Panchayat  o n l y  28 ( f i v e  households)  were extended f a rmers .  

5 .  Actual l :  t h e  problem of h i s t o r i c a l  m i g r a t i o n  i s  more compli- 
c a t e d  t h a n  s t a t e d  above. One h a s  t o  look  a t  p o p u l a t i o n  p re s -  
s u r e s  r e l a t i v e  t o  l a n d  a v a i l a b i l i t y .  C e r t a i n l y ,  when t h e  
t h e  ICumai Brahmins move6 i n t o  fa r -wes tern  i lepal  and began 
t h e i r  m i g r a t i o n  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  t h e r e  w a s  l i t t l e  l and  p r e s s u r e ,  
b u t  t h e i r  movement w a s  more l i k e l y  mot iva t ed  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e i r  w a s  a v a i l a b l e  l a n d  of h i g h e r  q u a l i t y  i n  t h e  e a s t .  For  
t h i s  r ea son ,  w i t h i n  a  v e r y  s h o r t  p e r i o d ,  some groups ( sk iyp ing  
t h e  s t i l l  u n s e t t l e d ,  d r y ,  s t e e p  s l o p e s  around Dandheldhura) 
moved d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  e v e n t u a l l y  s e t t l i n g  i n  t h e  Tehe- 
rathum a r e a  w i t h i n  a  v e r y  few g e n e r a t i o n s .  Here they  es tab- -  
l i s h e d  themselves  i n  t h i s  more d e n s e l y  popula ted  r e g i o n .  The 
p o p u l a t i o n s  which remained i n  t h e  fa r -wes t  f e l t  no a c u t e  l and  
p r e s s u r e  u n t i l  q u i t e  r e c e n t l y ,  y e t  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  of b e t t e r  



l and  i n  t h e  more e a s t e r l y  h i l l s  ( e a s t  of Darchula and B a i t a d l )  
made them perce.:ve crowding a t  a n  e a r l i e r  s t a g e .  Hence over- 
2 o p u l a t i o n  i s  i n  many ways a  c u l t u r a l l y  cond i t i oned  phenomenon 
w i t h  t h e  f e a t u r e s  of s u f f i c i e n c y  of r e t u r n  and ~ e r c e i v e d  a v a i l -  
a b : i l i t y  of a d d i t i o r ~ a l  land t o  o b j e c t i f y  i t .  

Chapter  I11 
T r a d i t i o n a l  Forms of Migra t ion :  Trade  And 

Trans  humance 

1 .  An example of  e x p o n e n t i a l  t r a d e  can  be found among t h e  Thaka- 
l i s  where one mana of  g r a i n  from t h e  middle  h i l l s  could be  
t r a d e d  f o r  e i g h t  manas of s a l t  i n  T i b e t .  One mana of  s a l t  
could  then  be  t r a d e d  f o r  e i g h t  manas of g r a i n  i n  t h e  middle 
h i l l s  a t  one t i m e .  

2. The e n t i r e  p o p u l a t i o n  of Byanshis  i n  N e ~ a ;  i s  no t  mig ra to ry .  
Eyanshi  l i v i n g  i n  Rapla Panchayat and S i t o l a  Panchayat l i v e  
a t  a n  a l t i t u d e  of about  7,330 f  t .  i n  a n  a r e a  r e c e i v i n g  monsooil 
r a i n s .  It Is t h e r e f o r e  ? o s s i b l e  f o r  t h i s  popu la t lon  t o  r m a i n  
i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  a l l  year  around,  I n  t h e s e  v i l l a g e s ,  t h e r e  i s  
a g r e a t e r  r e l i a n c e  on  a g r i c u l t u r e  and t r a d i n g  i s  n o t  a s  muc!l 
of a way of l l f e  a s  i n  t h e  Byans r eg ion .  The t r a d i n g  s i t u a t i o n  
is  more c l o s e  t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  HibJa Panchayat d i s c u s s e d  
below, w i t h  a few f a m i l i e s  owning sheep and t r a d i n g ,  wh i l e  t h e  
b u l k  of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  rei5ra.s o n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o u t p u t  w i thou t  
migratTon. Th i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  comparing t h e  Byanshi i n  Chhangru 
o r  Tinkar  i n  Byans Panchayat w i t h  Byanshi i n  Rapla o r  S i t o l a ,  
p r e s e n t s  impor tan t  ev idence  f o r  a n  e c o l o g i c a l  argument. It 
w a s  n o t  p o s s i b l e ,  however, t o  i n t e r v i e w  s i g n i f i c a n t  numbers 
of Rapla o r  S i t o l a  Byanshi and f u r t h e r  work i n  t h e  a r e a  i s  
i n d i c a t e d  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h i s  argument.  

3 .  A ~ i t u ~ i t i o n  i n d i c a t i v e  of t h e  growing p r e s s u r e  on t h e  land i n  
Darchula d i s t r i c t  i nvo lves  t h e  c a s e  of t h e  land  owned by t h e  
Byanshi i n  Damhula--Khalanga. Botlr t h e  l o c a l  h igh  Nepal i  
c a s t e s  and t h e  Byanshi s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  Byanshi have been coming 
t o  w i n t e r  i n  t h i s  a r e a  from a  t ime p r e d a t i n g  any p r e s s u r e  on 
l o c a l  land .  Siiice t h e r e  was more land  than  could  be  u t i l i z e d  
nobody o b j e c t e d  when t h e  Byanshi s e t  up t h e i r  g o t h s  t h e r e  i n  
t h e  w i n t e r .  A s  e a r l y  a s  1888 (A.D.) some p r e s s u r e  was a l r e a d y  
beginning  t o  b e  f e l t ,  s i n c e  t h e r e  was a  major d i s p u t e  between 



t h e  Byanshi and t h e  h igh Nepali  c a s t e s  over lznd i n  what i s  
now Deths la ,  Dhul igara  and Khalanga Panchayats . It  was f e l t  
by t h e  Elyanshi t h a t  t h e  h i g l ~  c a s t e s  were encroaching on t h e i r  
t r a d i t i o n a l  w i n t e r  homes, whi le  t h e  h igh c a s t e s  f e l t  they 
needed t h i s  land t o  p l a n t  on and s i n c e  t h e  Byanshis came only 
i n  win te r  t h e  Nepalese who p lan ted  r i c e  on t h i s  land d u r i n g  
monsoon should have r i g h t s  t o  i t  throughout the  year  I n  1904 
(A.D ) Chandra Shamsher , who was then Prime Min i s t e r  gave a 
sanad t o  t h e  Byanshi a l lowing them t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  a r e a  f o r  t h e  
six cold  win te r  months, whi le  f o r  t h e  remaining six montl~s t h e  
Nepali  c a s t e s  would be allowed t o  r a i s e  t h e i r  c rops .  Tax, hot+ 
ever ,  had t o  be paid by t h e  Nepali  c a s t e s .  The s i t u a t i o n  con- 
t inued u n t i l  t h e  implementation of land reform. Disputes  
o f t e n  a r o s e  s i n c e  t h e  Byanshi would b u i l d  a  smal l  house and 
cour tyard ,  e r e c t i n g  a s t o n e  fence  t o  c o n t a i n  h i s  l i v e s t o c k .  
During the  summer, however, whi le  t h e  Byanshi were l i v i n g  i n  
t h e  n o r t h ,  t h e  Nepali  c a s t e s  would plough t h e  land i n k i d e  t h e  
fenced a r e a ,  ploughing up t h e  cour tyard  and running i r r i g a t i o n  
d i t c h e s  so  c l o s e  t o  t h e  houses t h a t  r e p a i r s  were necessary  
each year .  I n  1968, a  s p e c i a l  d e p u t a t i o n  (daudaha) was s e n t  
t o  t h e  a r e a  t o  s e t t l e  t h e  d i s p u t e .  The Min i s t e r  in-charge 
decided t h a t  t h e  land under d i s p u t e  would b e  given t o  t h e  
Byanshi i n  r e t u r n  f o r  a cash  s e t t l e m e n t  and t h e  Byanshi would 
then t a k e  over r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  paying t h e  land t ax .  A f t e r  
t h i s  t h e  Byanslli began t o  b u i l d  q u i t e  e l a b o r a t e  permanent 
homes i n  Darchula-Khalanga. I n  some ways t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  where 
migrants  d i s p l a c e  o r  come i n t o  c o n f l i c t  wi th  indigenous groups 
i s  a problem more commonly encountered i n  migra t ion  from t h e  
h i l l s  t o  t h e  T e r a i  and c o n f l i c t s  become more a c u t e  a s  land 
p ressures  i n c r e a s e .  This  w i l l  be  d i scussed  below, b u t  i t  must 
be noted a s  one of t h e  most s e r i o u s  problems t o  be encountered 
i n  migra tory  phenomena. 

See Haimendorf 1975; Manzardo and Sharma 1975 

A g r i c u l t u r a l  labou- i s  done f o r  t h e  most p a r t  by Tibetan  refu--  
gees who a r e  pa id  ou t  or t h e  buclcwheat they them-;elves produce. 

For d e t a i l s  on y a k l c a t t l e  cross-breeding and a terminology i n  
t h e  Dolpo a r e a ,  s e e  J e s t  (1976) .  



Chapter I V  
Revers ib le  Migrat ion PT. I 

1. T o t a l  a c t i v e  popula t ion  i s  based on the  t o t a l  popula t ion  of 
t h e  Yanchayat m u l t i p l i e d  by t h e  percentage  f i g u r e  (64 8%) 
presen ted  a s  t h e  a c t i v e  popu la t ion  (ages 10-59) foi  t h e  d i s -  
t r i c t  a s  a  whole i n  MechidekM Mahakali (1975). 

2. The m e t  i n  Hikla  have connect ions  with c o n t r a c t o r s  i n  Didihat  - 
andDharchula ,hence  most of t h e i r  c l i e n t s  p r e s e n t l y  go t h e r e .  

3 .  For more d e t a i l e d  example of t h i s  s o r t  of army s e r v i c e  and i t s  
e f f e c t s  on l o c a l  v i l l a g e s  i n  ano the r  a r e a ,  see Hi tchcocl~  1961, 
p. 15-20. 

Chapter, V 
Revers ib le  Migra t ion  P a r t  I1 

7 
1. Recently,  the border between the  Peop le ' s  Republic of China 

and Xepal a t  Tinkar pass  has been c losed t o  t r a d e  by t h e  
Xepal government, hence t h e  hardship  claimed a t  t h e  time re-  
s e a r c h  was done has subsequently become more r e a l .  

Chapter V I  
Non-Reversible Migrat ion 

See Rai  e t  a l .  1976. Th i s  d a t a  i s  t o  be  taken wi th  cau t ion .  
F i r s t l y ,  migrants  never g i v e  t h e  exac t  amount of  money bought 
down from the  h i l l s .  Secondly, t h e  amount of cash  brought is ,  
t h e  migrants  depends on v a r i o u s  f a c t o r s  such a s  how t h e  land 
was s o l d  - a l i t t l e  a t  a  t i n 1 2  o r  a l l  a t  once (e.g.  Tule Kol i ,  
who i s  r e l a t i v e l y  poor i n  Dhap, brought down R s .  6,000 i n  cash ,  
t h e  h i g h e s t  of our  l i s t ,  because he had sold  a l l  h i s  land out- 
r i g h t  and immediately migrated t o  t h e  Tera i )  and how soon 
a f t e r  s a l e  t h e  family moves. Otherwise, i n  normal cases ,  
r i c h  people b r i n g  down more cash than  poor f o r  investment 
though the  amounts brought down a r e  q u i t e  small .  Also, i t  i s  
t o  be noted t h a t  a l l  t h e  cash mentioned above may not have 
been brought down a t  one time; it may have been added up 
i n  a  s e r i e s  of t r i p s  t o  t h e  h i l l s .  Data was taken from m i -  
g r a n t s  from Dhap and Hikla  now l i v i n g  i n  t h e  T e r a i  i n  the  
v i c i n i t y  of Mahendranagar. 



2.  According t o  B i s t a  1976 a bigha a f i r s t  c l a s s  land i n  "Padipur" 
i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  T e r a i  produces 40 maunds, while a  bigha of se- 
cond c l a s s  land produces 22 maunds. Third c l a s s  land produces 
20 maunds per  bigha. These f i g u r e s  a r e  f o r  t h e  L a j i  type  of 
paddy. I t  should t h e r e f o r e  be noted t h a t  t h i s  land i n  t h e  f a r -  
w e s t  i s  l e s s  product ive  than even t h i r d  c l a s s  land i n  o t h e r  
s e c t i o n s  of Tera i .  

3. It might a l s o  be  noted t h a t  t h e s e  t r a d i t i o n a l  temple p r o s t i -  
t u t e s  a r e  seasona l  migrants  i n  t h e  T e r a i  and go t o  Bombay a s  
w e l l .  It was noted t h a t  they c la im t h a t  they have few c l i e n t s  
i n  t h e  h i l l s  and t h a t  t h e i r  c l i e n t s  do  n o t  pay them w e l l .  They 
go t o  t h e  T e r a i  because they can make more money bo th  t o  having 
more c l i e n t s  a s  w e l l  a s  having w e a l t h i e r  c l i e n t s ,  no tab ly  among 
t h e  w e a l t h i e r  long-term migrants  such a s  l a h u r e s  ( i n  t h i s  case  
meaning chowkidars, c o o l i e s ,  e t c . ) .  They of  course  a r e  hard t o  
d i s t i n g u i s h  from o t h e r  p r o s t i t u t e s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
n o t i c e a b l e  a r e  female imigran t s  from Burma. 

4 .  Typica l ly  a  Nepali  l aboure r  w i l l  e a t  one mana of g r a i n  per  
meal. 

5. See a l s o  t h e  s e c t i o n  on devak i s  above. 

6. Th i s  problem i s  t h e  s u b j e c t  of one of t h e  p a r t s  of phase two 
of t h e  s tudy of problems of migra t ion  i n  Nepal by INAS. 

C h a ~ t e r  V I I  ~ - -  

The E f f e c t s  of Out Migrat ion on t h e  H i l l s  and T e r a i  of Far- 
Western Nepal and P o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  Fu tu re  

1. The 1961 f i g u r e ,  however, r e f l e c t s  a  pre-malaria  e r a d i c a t i o n  
popula t ion  i n  bo th  d i s t r i c t s ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  s t i l l  hold.  

The source  of land f i g u r e s  i n  bo th  Dhap and Hikla  panchayats 
a r c  Land Reform O f f i c e ' s  form 7. I n  t h i s  form m u l t i p l e  c la ims 
t o  land a r e  o f t e n  recorded.  A t e n a n t ,  mortgager o r  owner may 
a l l  f i l e  c la ims t o  a  s i n g l e  p i e c e  of land on one of t h e s e  forms 
Therefore ,  t h e  same land may be recorded more than once. I t  
should be noted t h a t  a c t u a l  land f i g u r e s  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  i n f l a t e d  
and t l i e re fo re  a r e  u s e l e s s  i n  determining over a l l  p r o d u c t i v i t y .  
With t h i s  c a u t i o n  i n  n1;11< i t  is  suggested s i n c e  both  v i l l a g e r s  
a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  same kinds  of e r r o r ,  on t h e  whole t h e s e  
f i g u r e s  should be  v a l i d  f o r  the  sake  of comparison of t h e  two 
panchayats.  Since t h e r e  has been no c a d a s t r a l  survey,  t h e s e  
f i g u r e s  came from educated e s t i m a t e s  by Land Reform Off i ce  
personnel  based on farmers c1air:ls which on t h e  whole tend t o  
be f a i r l y  a c c u r a t e  s i n c e  t h e  purchase,  sa l e  and t a x a t i o n  of 
t h e  land depends on the  accuracy of t h e r e  f i g u r e s .  See appen- 
d i c e s  I1 and IV f o r  a  complete t a b u l a t i o n  and comparison of 
holding f requenc ies .  



Appendix I 
The .Dhangad+Dandeldhura Road and Migra t ion  -- 

I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  we would l i k e  t o  comlt?nt b r i e f l y  on t11e Dhan- 
gadi-Dandeldhura road.  We have spoke:; i n  tllr previous chap ttrrs 
about short- term labour  m i g r ~ n t s  i n  Darchula and t h e i r  ~ ~ r o p e n s i t y  
t o  work on major c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  i n  Ind ia .  We have a l s o  d i s -  
cussed some of our  t e n t a t i v e  i d e a s  about  t h e  frr-quency of shor t -  
term labour  migra t ion  a s  an  i n d i c a t o r  of t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of deve1.-  
opment p r o j e c t s  being under taken w i t l ~ i n  a  d i s t r i c t .  The DhangarlS - 
Dai-deldhura highway l i e s  t o  some e x t e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  scoge of t h i s  
s tudy ,  f i r s t  of a l l  eince i t  i s  a  p o t e n t i e l  sourcc-. of jobs i n  t h e  
a r e a  and c e r t a i n l y  wii:hin t h e  geographic v i c 5 n i t y  of our  t a r g e t  
a r e a .  Thc! f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  have been no c a s e s  of short- term migrants  
from our  a r e a  working on t h i s  p r o j e c t  a s  short- term l a b o u r e r s ,  o r  
i n  any o t h e r  c a p a c i t y  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  and l e a d s  us  t o  exp lo re  some 
of t h e  reasons  f o r  t h i s  l a c k  of l o c a l  employment on t h i s  p r o j e c t .  

The most impor tant  r eason  f o r  t h e r e  being no migrants  from 
Darchula on tIds p r o j e c t  i s  q u i t e  simply a  geographic one. The 
c l o s e  proximity t o  p r o j e c t s  i n  I n d i a  v i a  a  motorable road a s  w e l l  
a s  t h e  s h o r t  t imes necessary  t o  t r a v e l  t o  t h e s e  p r o j e c t s  by bus,  
g i v e s  a  n a t u r a l  edge t o  Ind ian  p r o j e c t s .  To g e t  t o  t h e  r i g h t  of 
way of t h e  Dhangadi-Dandeldhura highway from t h e  Darchula a r e a  i s  
a  much more arduous journey.  From Dhap, i t  involves  a  two-day t r i p  
t o  B a i t a d i ,  then  t h e  c r o s s i n g  of two mountain ranges ,  which t a k e  
ano the r  two days,  and then another  day ' s  t r a v e l  t o  t h e  sou th  t o  
r e a c h  the northernmost l i m i t s  of work on t h e  road. To compare t h i s  
w i t h  g e t t i n b  on a  bus i n  t h e  morning and a r r i v i n g  a t  job s i t e  by 
n i g h t f a l l ,  a s  i n  t h e  case  of work i n  I n d i a ,  makes i t  obvious t h a t  
only  a  tremendously h igher  r a t e  of pay o r  o t h e r  s u b s t a n t i a l  b e n e f i t s  
could a t t r a c t  workers from the  Darchula a r e a  t o  t h e  D.-D. p r o j e c t  
work a r e a  

lie have a l s o  mentioned t h a t  Indian  c o n t r a c t o r s  have paid agen t s  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  i n  ques t ion  (mets) -- whose job i t  i s  t o  c o l l e c t  labour- .  
ers and p u t  them t o  work on t h e i r  pa t ron ' s  c o n t r a c t s .  I t  i s  t h i s  
system of a  v i l l a g e r  going t o  work wl th  a  known f r i e n d  t h a t  over- 
comes much of t h e  n a t u r a l  r e t i c e n c e  of v i l l a g e r s  t o  l eave  t h e i r  
v i l l a g e  and work on t h e  ou t s ide .  A s  much a s  the  v i l l a g e r s  need t h e  
income from t h i s  o u t s i d e  labour and a s  much a s  they a r e  a t t r a c t e d  
t o  t h e  c a s h  which they can e a r n  o u t s i d e ,  they a r e  s t i l l  a f r a i d  of 
l eav ing  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  except  on s h o r t  journeys, t o  known p laces .  
This  r e t i c e n c e  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  noted when the re sea rchers  t r i e d  



t o  f irld p o r t e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  These p o r t e r s  were hard  t o  f i n d  and 
ended up t o  be  q u i t e  c o s t l y .  The r e s e a r c h e r s  d i scove red  t h a t  t h e  
r ea son  f o r  t h i s  was f i r s t  t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  f e a r e d  t r a v e l l i n g  w i t h  
s t r a n g e r s  and second t h a t  they  had never  t r a v e l l e d  t h e  e n t i r e  road -- 
from Darc!;ula-Khalanga t o  B a i t a d i  v i a  Nepal, a  mere two days  walk. 
Thus t h e  - met system g r e a t l y  h e l p s  overcome t h e s e  f e a r s  and a l lows  
tl ie v i l l a g e r s  t o  be  mig ran t s .  There i s  no met system i n  t h e  a r e a  
f o r  t n e  D-D p r o j e c t .  

I t  was n o t i c e d  on t h e  D-D road  p r o j e c t  t h a t  when l a b o u r e r s  were 
ques t ioned  as  t o  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e i r  homes i n  t h e  h i l l s ,  n e a r l y  
a l l  of them responded t h a t  they  came from a r e a s  o u t s i d e  of f a r -  
wes t e rn  Nepal.  T h i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  more going on i n  t h e  
a r e a  then  merely problems of d i s t a n c e  and u n f a m i l i a r i t y .  Flor!':ers 
were found l a r g e l y  t o  be made up of Sherpas  from e a s t e r n  Nepal and 
D a r j e e l i n g ,  Mngars from w e s t - c e n t r a l  Nepal ( d i s t r i c t s  such P a l p a ,  
P i u t h a n  and S a l l y a n )  a s  w e l l  a s  a  s m a l l  p o p u l a t i o n  of Ra i s ,  Gurungs 
and Tamangs, a l s o  from t h e  D a r j e e l i n g  a r e a .  I n  t a l k i n g  t o  e n g i n e e r s  
working on t h e  p r o j e c t  t hey  s t a t e d  that l o c a l  peop le  w i l l  n o t  work 
f o r  r e a s o n s  of s o c i a l  p r e s t i g e  They s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  s t i gma  of be- 
i n g  seen  [ o r k i n g  on such  a p r o j e c t  by o t h e r  members of t h e i r  v i l l a g e  
would c a u s e  them embarrassment.  Ra the r  t han  work i n  t h e  a r e a ,  l o c a l  
mig ran t s  ( t h a t  i s  m i g r a n t s  from Dandeldllura and D o t i )  p r e f e r e d  t o  
work i n  I n d i a  where t h e y  a r e  anonymous and would n o t  b e  branded a s  
b a s a i n  by members of t h e i r  own v i l l a g e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  e n g i n e e r s  -- 
c la imed t h a t  t l ie workers  f e l t  t h a t  p rope r  t o o l s  were n o t  be ing  pro- 
v ided  f o r  work on l o c a l  p r o j e c t s  a rd  t h a t  t h e r e  was no market  town 
i n  t h e  a r e a  ( i t  ha s  a l r e a d y  been noted  t h a t  t h e  D-D r i g h t  of  way 
r u n s  through a v e r y  s p a r s e l y  i n h a b i t e d  r e g i o n ,  i n  which food i s  n o t  
even a v a i l a b l e  excep t  a t  road camps). Workers a l s o  s t a t e  t h a t  when 
they  go t o  I n d i a  they  " see  new th ings" ,  and t h i s  i s  a n  a t t r a c t i o n  
t o  work o u t s i d e  the l o c a l  a r e a .  

It h a s  been s t a t e d  above t h a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  a t t r a c t  mig ran t s  
away from - t h e  s o u r c e s  of work i n  I n d i a  and t h e i r  mets ,  a  subs tan-  
t i a l l y  h ighe r  wage would have t o  be  o f f e r e d .  The wages, however, 
on t h e  D-D road a r e  low i n  comparison t o  t h e  wages o f f e r e d  by t h e  
~ n d i a n s t  t h e r e f o r e  i t  i s  n o t  expec ted  t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  l abour  w i l l  

 h he l o c a l  r a t e  pa id  by t h e  government p e r  day i s  R s .  61- (N.C.) 
a l t h o u g h  some c o n t r a c t o r s  pay 81- r u p e e s  pe r  e i g h t  hour day. The 
I n d i a n s  pay R s .  41- t o  91- p e r  day  i n  I . C .  one  rupee  I . C .  e q u a l s  
r u p e e s  1 .39  B.C. The re fo re ,  t h e  s a l a r i e s  a r e  h i g h e r .  



be a t t r a c t e d .  Tile c o n t r a c t o r s  a r e  accused by t h e  workers of no t  
paying r e g u l a r l y  and t h e  workers c la im t h a t  they o f t e n  have t o  wai t  
up t o  s i x  months f o r  t h e i r  pay. The Nepali  c o n t r a c t o r s ,  however, 
do n o t  a c t u a l l y  seem t o  be l e s s  honest  than t h e  Indian  c o n t r a c t o r s .  

C o n t r a c t o r s  from e a s t e r n  Nepal have a system s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  
m e t  system o u t l i n e d  above, and t h e r e f o r e  b r i n g  many of t h e i r  own - 
c l i e n t s  from t h e i r  own reg ion .  A s  only  a few l o c a l  people have t h e  
c a p i t a l  o r  t h e  knowledge t o  be c o n t r a c t o r s  i n  t h e  f a r  w e s t  most of 
t h e  c o n t r a c t o r s  come from t h e  e a s t .  

Local  women w i l l  n o t  work on t h e  road because they a r e  a f r a i d  
of t h e  " fore igners" .  

A t  t h e  lower end of t h e  road,  n e a r l y  a l l  t h e  l aboure r s  a r e  
o u t s i d e r s ,  i n  t h e  upper a r e a  ( i . e .  from Budar northwards) l o c a l  
l a b o u r e r s  do work on t h e  p r o j e c t  (an es t ima ted  30 pe rcen t  of t h e  
labour  f o r c e ) .  This  i s  because t h e r e  a r e  few v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  
and hence workers a r e  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  be seen by t h e i r  neighbours. 
Con t rac to r s ,  however, p r e f e r  o u t s i d e  l a b o u r e r s  because t h e  l o c a l  
v i l l a g e r s  a r e  considered t o  be  l a z y ,  smoke g a n j a  and gamble, and 
many of them migra te  i n  t h e  win te r .  I n  s p i t e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
l o c a l  government o f f i c i a l s  pay l e s s  then c o n t r a c t o r s  ( see  foo tno te  
* above) l o c a l s  p r e f e r  t o  work f o r  government o f f i c i a l s  r a t h e r  than 
c o n t r a c t o r s ,  s i n c e  w i t h  o f f i c i a l s  t h e r e  is  less work and no super- 
v i s i o n .  Th i s  s t a t ement  seems t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e  eng inee r s '  c laim. 

Along t h e  D-D road t h e r e  a r e  many Sherpa f a m i l i e s .  Males work 
mostly a s  c o n t r a c t o r s  (al though sometimes they work a s  l aboure r s )  
whi le  t h e  women have opened smal l  b h a t t i s  ( t e a  and l i q u o r  shops) 
f o r  road l a b o u r e r s  and government o f f i c i a l s .  These b h a t t i s  s e r v e  
on ly  t h e  road crews, s i n c e  t h e  alignment of t h e  road i s  f a r  from 
t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r o u t e  from t h e  h i l l s  t o  t h e  Tera i ,  hence l i t t l e  
f o o t  t r a f f i c  is  found. Byanshi t r a d e r s ,  however, have begun t o  u s e  
t h i s  road a s  a  r o u t e  f o r  t h e i r  sheep t r a f f i c  from B a i t a d i  through 
Dandeldhura t o  Dhangadi. A s  a  consequence, t h e r e  i s  bad f e e l i n g  
between t h e  sheep d r i v e r s  and t r u c k e r s  us ing  t h e  same rou te .  Since 
t h e  road i s  under c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  sheep t r a n s p o r t  i s  i n  high demand 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  move food and t o o l s  t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s i d e s .  
Hence both  t h e  Indian  Sauka and Nepali  Byanshi a r e  concentra ted  
i n  t h i s  r eg ion  t o  take  advantage of t h e  p r o f i t  t o  be  made t r ans -  
p o r t i n g  goods f o r  c o n t r a c t o r s .  Once t h e  road i s  f i n i s h e d ,  however, 
t h e  demand f o r  these  t r a d e r s  w i l l  f a l l ,  no t  only a s  t h e  demand f o r  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  based t r a n s p o r t  f a l l s ,  bu t  a l s o  a s  r i c e  and s a l t  begin 



t o  be c a r r i e d  t o  t h e  h i l l s  by t r u c k s ,  e a t i n g  i n t o  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  
markets.  The r e s e a r c h e r s ,  however, f e e l  t h i s  i s  no t  a  s e r i o u s  prob- 
lem, f o r  i f  one t a k e s  t h e  example of t h e  Marphalis  (mule d r i v e r s  i n  
t h e  Kali-Gandaki V a l l e y ) ,  who when t r a d e  began t o  d ry  up on t h e i r  
t r a d i t i o n a l  r o u t e s ,  began t o  buy s h a r e s  i n  t r u c k s  and now fol low 
t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  way of l i f e  u t i l i z i n g  modern technology a long the  
Bhairawa-Pokhara rou ted .  We f e e l  many of t h e  Byanshis have enough 
c a p i t a l  t o  fo l low t h i s  example, i f  they a r e  encouraged wi th  loans  
from t h e  banks. A system s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  loan  s t r u c t u r e  of Bhaira- 
hawa and Pokhara banks can be fol lowed,  whereby t h e  bank determines 
which r o u t e  t h e  mortgaged t r u c k  o r  bus would u t i l i z e .  

Con t rac to r s  come from I n d i a  a s  w e l l .  Some p e t t y  c o n t r a c t o r s  
were found t o  have come from a s  f a r  sou th  a s  Kera la  and were working 
high i n  t h e  h i l l s .  Con t rac to r s  working i n  t h e  h i l l s  b r i n g  s a l t ,  r i c e ,  
mustard o i l ,  tobacco a n d 1 i q u o r ; s e n d i n g  them up by sheep,  o r  i n  t h e  
back of t r u c k s  on t h e  cons t ruc ted  p a r t  of t h e  road.  These s u p p l i e s  
a r e  f e d  t o  t h e  workers. Some c a s t e  d i f f e r e n c e s  c r e a t e  problems i n  
t h e  h i l l s .  S ince  many of t h e  l a b o u r e r s  come from t h e  e a s t  where 
buf fa lo  meat i s  commonly e a t e n ,  they cont inue  t o  demand meat i n  
t h e i r  r a t i o n s .  The l o c a l  people,  however, cons ider  t h e  e a t i n g  of 
buff a10 t o  be  t h e  a c t  of an untouchable.  A s  a  consequence t h e r e  
a r e  ill f e e l i n g s  on both  s i d e s  over  t h i s  ques t ion .  

The problem of e f f e c t s  of t h i s  road has been very  a b l y  d i scuss -  
ed by D r .  Rana (1972) and we w i l l  no t  do more than j u s t  mention a  
few of our  own i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  m a t t e r ,  l eav ing  t h e  r eader  t o  con- 
s u l t  t h i s  work f o r  a  more complete a n a l y s i s .  Our f e e l i n g  is  t h a t  
t h a t  road w i l l  improve communication i n  t h e  a r e a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  
long-term migrants  wishing t o  work i n  I n d i a .  For o t h e r s ,  however, 
because of t h e  h igh f a r e  s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h e  a r e a  ( t h e  f i r s t  buses 
went i n t o  s e r v i c e  about  a  week a f t e r  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r s  had t r a v e l l e d  
through t h e  a r e a )  and t h e  l o c a l  cash  s c a r c i t y  e a s i l y  d e s c e r n i b l e  
i n  t h e  a r e a ,  t h e  road w i l l  have l i t t l e  short- term e f f e c t  on tempo- 
r a r y  migran t s ,  who might n o t  be  making enough t o  a v a i l  themselves 
of t h e s e  f a c i l i t i e s .  Numerous smal l  baza r s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  form t o  
provide  food,  lodging and a  wa i t ing  p l a c e  f o r  those  us ing l o c a l  
buses ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  t h e  a r e a  i s  so s p a r s e l y  s e t t l e d .  This  
w i l l ,  however, be an economic change which w i l l  have l i t t l e  l o c a l  
economic e f f e c t ,  s i n c e  t h e  b h a t t i  owners a r e  o u t s i d e r s  purchasing 
s u p p l i e s  from t h e  T e r a i  and provide  s e r v i c e s  mostly t o  o u t s i d e r s .  
The convenience of t r a v e l l i n g  wi th  e a s e  i n  an o the rwise  d i f f i c u l t  
a r e a ,  i n  t h e  l o n g r u n , w i l l  b r i n g  i n  more o u t s i d e  i n i t i a t e d  develop, 



ment p r o j e c t s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  pe r sonne l  t o  man them. One a l s o  miglit 
expec t  a n  immigrat ion i n t o  t h i s  o t h e r w i s e  s p a r s e l y  s e t t l e d  a r e a .  

One p o s s i b l e  r e s o u r c e  r e t u r n  i s  r e s i n  c o l l e c t i o n  f o r  turpen-  
t i n e  i n  t h e a r e a , b u t  t h e  ownership of t h e  f o r e s t  a r e a s  a r e  not  known 
t o  u s  and w i l l  g r e a t l y  e f f e c t  t h e  l o c a l  p i c t u r e .  Loca l  v i l l a g e r s ,  
Iiowever, c l a i m  t h a t  u n l e s s  t h e  road  i s  connected t o  S i l i g a r h i - D o t i  
and o r  Darchula and B a i t a d i ,  i t  w i l l  be  meaningless .  Th i s  has  a l s o  
been confirmed by Rana and encouragement has  come from t h e  r e c e n t  
announcement t h a t  t h e s e  e x t e n s i o n s  a r e  t o  be under taken .  When t h e s e  
connec t ions  a r e  made, Dandeldhura Bazar w i l l  grow i n  importance a s  
t h e  j u n c t i o n  of t h e s e  two e x t e n t i o n s ,  t h e  planned a i r f i e l d  i n  Pa tan  
should  a l s o  have a  p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t .  

P r o j e c t s  such as t h i s  road  a r e  good way t o  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  a v a i l -  
a b l e  s h o r t  and long-term m i g r a t i o n ,  demonstrated t o  be so  necessary  
f o r  t h e  economies of p l a c e s  such as Dhap and Hik la  Panchayats  i n  
Darchula,  b e  u t i l i z e d  w i t h i n  Nepal,  where a g r e a t  d e a l  l a b o u r  f o r  
t h e s e  p r o j e c t s  i s  needed. A s  t h e  sugges ted  e x t e n s i o n  of t h e  D-D 
road moves c l o s e r  t o  Darchula a r e a ,  ways must be  found t o  encourage 
l o c a l  mig ran t s  t o  work on t h e s e  1Jepal-based road p r o j e c t s .  Seve ra l  
means a r e  a t  ou r  d i s p o s a l .  F i r s t ,  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  of e x i s t i n g  pa t -  
t e r n s  of m i g r a t i o n  and l abour  s u p p l i e s  must be t aken  i n t o  account  
i n  p l ann ing  t h e  road .  Secondly, a  c o m p e t i t i v e  wage must be pa id  
t o  l a b o u r e r s  t o  a t t r t i c t  them t o  t h e  Nepal s i d e .  Th i rd ,  t h e  - met 
system should be u t i l i z e d  and e i t h e r  t r a d i t i o n a l  o r  new mets  be 
encouraged t o  b r i n g  t h e i r  c l i e n t s  t o  Nepal b u i l d i n g  s i t e s .  Local  
c o n t r a c t o r s  should be t r a i n e d  and encouraged, p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  i f  they  
w i l l  b r i n g  i n  l o c a l  l abour .  F i n a l l y ,  c o n t r o l s  must be e n s t a t e d  t o  
encourage t h a t  workers  be pa id  on t ime and p r o t e c t e d  from unscru2u.- 
l o u s  c o n t r a c t o r s .  The problem of c a s t e  s t igma f o r  l o c a l  l abour  re - -  
mains.  I f  t h e s e  recommendations a r e  fo l lowed o r  i f  o t h e r  means a r e  
found t o  encourage t h e  h i r i n g  of l o c a l  l abour  f o r  t h e  ex t ens ion  of 
t h e  D-D p r o j e c t ,  then  two f avourab le  t h i n g s  w i l l  r e s u l t .  F i r s t ,  
l o c a l  farm(.-rs w i l l  be  a b l e  t o  suppor t  themselves i n  t h e  h i l l s  by 
supplementing t h e i r  income and t h e r e f o r e  w i l l  n o t  have t o  become 
permanent mig ran t s ,  t h u s  p r e s s u r e  w i l l  be  t empora r i l y  taken  off  
t h e  a l r e a d y  crowded T e r a i ,  a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  p r o j e c t s  made p o s s i b l e  
by t h e  p re sence  of a  road  can  be under taken .  Second and most i m -  
p o r t a n t  i s  t h a t  Nepal w i l l  n o t  be g iv ing  i t s  most impor tan t  corn.- 
modity,  t h a t  i s  t h e  l abour  of i t s  people a t  a  ba rga in  p r i c e  t o  t h e  
I n d i a n s  and labour  neces sa ry  t o  unde r t ake  t h e  development of f a r -  
west w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  a t  a  p r i c e  t h a t  Nepal can  a f f o r d  t o  pay. 



Presen t ly ,  t h e  D-D road i s  too f a r  away t o  e f f e c t  Darchula, but  a s  
time goes on according t o  t h e  s t a t e d  aims of H.M.G., t h e  road w i l l  
come c l o s e r .  U n t i l  t h a t  time t h e  s tudy of migra t ion can have t h e  
genera l  e f f e c t  of a c t i n g  a s  an  economic i n d i c a t o r  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  
and o t h e r  economic h e a l t h  i n  Darchula a s  w e l l  a s  any o t h e r  a rea  i n  
Nepal. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  however, t h e  study of migra t ion can have t h e  
p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t  of c r e a t i n g  oppor tuni ty  t o  f i n d  sources  of l abour  
f o r  p r o j e c t s  which w i l l  i n c r e a s e  t h e  economic h e a l t h  and development 
i n  these  reg ions  a s  we l l  a s  i n  Nepal a s  a  whole. 



Appendix 11 
Comparative Agricultural Calendar for Dhap and Hikla. 

blon th Dhap Panchayat I I 
I Hikla Panchayat I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 

I I I I 

g I 
I 
I 

(March-April) I 
I 
I 

The fields (?* and are 
nanurea and ploughed (-:local 
dialect) twice and after this,dry 
rice (viz.mandhani,choti,banki, 
tauli, jaula, @)and maize are - 
broadcast (a: 1oc.dial. 1 .  
harvesting of crops like wheat, 

I Dry rice (viz. hargajali, 
I pokhegajali, dh9uwarya, w, 
I tinmase)is broadcast on oskalo 
I land. In the lekh lands, heavy 
!manuring is done and potato is 
i sown. Collection of fodder and 
I firewood is discontinued. 

I I 
I I barley, potato,pea, gram,musuro I Sheep are sheared. I 
1 I 
I 

I (lentil) is started. Sugarcane I 
I 

I I ripens and its juce is extracted I I 
I I I 
I I up to the last of the month. I I : - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  I 
I 
I aaisakh j I I 

I I 
I I 

I (April -- May) I Maize is broadcast in the lekh I In the beginning of the month, I 
I I land; bethya (chuwa ?)is sown ; I barley is harvested in the I 
I 
I ; seed beds (bannu:loc.dial.) for I khet lands and cattle are allowed; 
I I the rainy season variety of paddy I tobrowse on the stubble. The I 
I 
I (viz. raimanwa, hansraj, basmati, I field is then ploughed twice, I 
1 
I I I - rikha, j-) are prepared. ;manured and maize and dry rice I 

I Wheat is ready for harvest in the I are sown. The seed beds for the I 

I lekh land. I rainy season variety of paddy 
I are prepared. I 

I 
I I ,-------------------------------------r-------------------------------- *---------------I 

I I I I 

I J e t h  I Paddy seedlings are transplanted ;Wheat in the gharbari area is I 
/ - June, in the irrigated and prepared *bet  harvested and cattle browses on I 

I or bagar lands; soyabeans are I the stubble. Ploughing continues I 
I 
I I sown on the walls of the paddy # i n  these fields while the barley; 
I I field. Ghawals and kalo mass of the lekh land grows. Dry rice I 
1 
I I (black pulse), ha har (buckwheat) ,I is weeded in the harbari area. 
I I 
I I palti (small griinzd wheat) ,millet,IMaize is sown. M i b  

I 
I I barley, ti1 (sesame) are sown in I soyabeans are also broadcast. I 
I I 
I I the e l a n d .  Ginger, tomato are I I 
I I 
I ; sown in the harbari area. Maize I I 
I I grown on thegkhet land is ready I I 
I I 
I for weeding. Weeding of the dry I I 

I I 
I I rice is also started. I I 

I I I 

I i I 

I Asar I All rainy season varieties of paddy; Maize is weeded; dry rice is j 
;(June-July) seedlings are transplanted.Maize is; weeded for the second time ; I 

I weeded in pakho land. Gahat is also I wheat is harvested in the lekh I 
I I broadcast in pakho land. Millet and: area. Potato is weeded in the 
I 
I I soyabeans are sown on the walls of I lekh land. If irrigation I 
I I paddy fields. I facilities are present, or I 
I 
I I there is an early rain, paddy 
I I 
I I I seedlings are transplanted in I 
I I 

I .I khet land. Millet and soyabeans 
I I 1 =broadcast in land where I I 
I I I barley and wheat have been 
I I I harvested. I ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - : - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  I 
! ! ! I 

I Srawan Paddy is weeded, maize grown in 1 Maize is weeded a second time; I 
(July-August) 

I the khet land is quickly harvested 1 dry rice is weeded for the I 

I I and thesame field is ploughed and: third time. The rainy season 1 
I 
I I irrigated, and paddy seedlings are1 varieties of paddy are planted I 
I I transplanted; seed-beds for I in the bagar land. The fallow I 
I 
I vegetables, such as radish, lands in the lekh are ploughed. I 
I 
I 

I methi, chamsur, garlic, tomato are1 
I I prepared. 1----------------1------------------------------------1-------------------------------- 



# - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  ___________________--------------- 
; Month 

I 
I Dhap Panchayat I Hikla Panchayat I I---------------t-----------------------------------;----------------------------------; 

I 1 

I Bhadau I Dry rice and maize grown in the I Dry rice (later variety) is 
I 
I 

I (August-Sept.)! pakho land are ready for harvest. I weeded for the third time;potato I 
I I Dry rice is harvested by first I is harvested; the lekh lands are I 
I 
I ; cutting off the heads and the I prepared for wheat and barley. 
I I stalks are then cut as annual I Dry rice is harvested. The I 
I 
I I fodder or are left in the field I rainy season variety of paddy is I 
I 
I I as fertilizer. The walls of the I weeded. I 

I 
I 1 
I 

khets are re-arranged and sarson I 
I 

I I (bigger variaty of mustard) is 
1 1 
1 I sown. Green fodder and leaves I 

1 
I I 
I I are collected from the jungle and 

I 
I I are spread in the cattlesheds. I 
I I I I Seed beds of above mentionned I 

I 
I I 
I 

I vegetables (see Srawan) if not I 
I 

I I already prepared are prepared 1 
I I 
I I up to the last of the month. The I 
! I seed beds for garlic, cauliklower I ! I 
I I cabbage, gathkopi are also I 

I 
I I 

! prepared. ! ! 
I---------------+-----------------------------d-----;----------------------------------l 
I I 

I Asoj 
I I In the lekh lands, maize is / Dry rice, potato, maize, millet I j (Sept.-Oct.) I harvested. Sama (saun:loc.dial.) I and soyabeans are harvested. I 

I 
I is harvested from paddy fields. I Wheat and barley are sown in the 

I I The remaininq rainy season crops I lekh lands. I 
I I 
I I such as soyabeans and paddy are I I 
I I 
I 

I harvested. Wheat and mustard are I 
I 

I I sown in the khet lands and barley I I 
I I potato, pea, gram, musuro are 1 I 
I I sown either in the pakho or in I I 
I I 
I I the 3 land according to I 
I 

I 
I availability of surplus land. I I 

;---------------+-----------------------------------;----------------------------------: 
I 

I Kartik 
I 
I Continued harvest and storage of 

(0ct.-Nov.) I rainy season crops and sowing of 
I winter crops if not completed in 

I 
I Gahat, mas, millet 
I 
I (bigger variety) and paddy are 
I threshed. Collection of thatch 
I 
I I (m: loc.dia1.) and firewood. 
! Winter veqetables are ready for 

) harvest. - 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

! 

I 
The rainy season variety of rice! 
is harvested. Khet land is I 

ploughed three times and wheat I 
and barley are sown.In the places: 
where maize and dry rice are I 
harvested, the land is ploughed I 
twice. The places where millet I 
was grown are left fallow for the1 
next season's planting of dry I 
rice. Wheat and barley are sown I 
in the irrigated as well as in the, 
dry lands. Fodder and firewood I 

collection starts. Sheep are 
sheared. I I .................................. 

! i Mangsir In the ba ar land area, wheat is Wheat and barley are sown; manurei 
I sown. C A t i o n  of firewood, I is carried from the khad to the I / (NOv.-Dec' ) I leaves (plrul: loc. dial. ) and I field and spread. ~ouseconstruc-; 

I 
I I & continues. Winter vegetables I tion and repair is started. I 

I I are ready for market. After Collection of fodder, leaves I 
I 

I mid -Man sir,there is practically I (patela:loc.dial.) and firewood I 
I I 
I I no agriczltural work. House I continues. I construction or repair is started. 

I 
I 

I 
I I Short-term labour migrants leave I I 
I I for work in Darchula and India. I 

I I 
I 

I Poush I Manure is carried from the khad I Collection of fodder and wood j 
(Dec.-Jan.) and spread thinly on the f i x  I continues, along with house I 

I 
I I House construction or repair I repair and construction. I 

I 
1 I continues. Collection of leaves, 

I & and firewood continues. 
1 

I 1 
I I 
I I Migrant labour continues. I 

r - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ! - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
I 



r------------- 
rlonth 

I r------------- 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I r------------- 
I 
I 

I Phaghun 

.--------------------------'----------r---------------------------------.. 
Dhap Panchayat I I Hikla Panchayat I I 

. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - * - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1  

I I 
Work :same as in Poush I If irrigation is available, I 

I wheat is irrigated. Patela (dry I 
I leaves for manuring) is I 

I collected. Snowfall starts, I 

I cattle are kept on the ground I 
floor of the house. Other I 

activities similar to x. I 
.-----------------------------------p----------------------------------n 

In the last of Phaghun, labour 
migrants begin to return to 
their village and the cultiva- 
tion of dry rice is started. In 
some places sugarcane is planted. 
In the last of Phaghun mustard 
and musuro are harvested. 
Collection of fodder, firewood, 
construction and repair of 
houses is still continued. 
Manuring of the fields is nearly 
complete by this month. 
Ploughing in the pakho and khet 
lands start. Wheat is weeded. 

.---------------------------------- 

I 
The fallow lands ( e l  are I 
ploughed twice manured. Soil is I 

turned three times to prepare 1 
the land for paddy. If there is I 
a water channel, the lands are I 

irrigated. Collection of fodder,; 
wood and patela. I 

I 
House construction and repair is1 
continued. Snow starts melting, 
but in some places it remains I 
to Chait. Wheat, barley are ; weeaed. I 

I 
I 
I 
I ,--------------------------------- 



Appendix I11 

Dhap Panchayat -- Hikla  Panchayat 

1. To ta l  Land: 1280.99 (9853.75)* 1331.34 (10.241.043)* 

2. Land owning households: 508 472 

3. V o t e r ' s  l ist of households 600' 610' 

4 .  Est imated l a n d l e s s :  9 2  138 

5. Average hold ing  f o r  land- 
owners o i ~ l y  : 2.522 (19.397) 2.821 (21.697) 

(m = 2.577) (fi = 2.774) 
( i  = 19.515) ( i  = 21.337) 

6. Average hold ing ,  
l a n d l e s s  i n c l . :  2.135 (16.42) 2.179 (16.79) 

7.  Minimuu. t o t a l  ho ld ing:  0.065 (0 .5)  0.065 (0.5)  

8 .  Maximuni t o t a l  l ~ o l d i n g  : 9.6e5 (74.5) 11.359 (87.375) 

9. T o t a l  &t land 539.293 (4,148.4q4) 35.571 (273.62) 

10.  1.erce1rtage of e t .  
t o t a l  l and .  42.13% 2.67% 

11. Number of f a m i l i e s  w i th  
khe t  : 323 

12.  Land owni~:g f a m i l i e s  w i t ! )  
khe t ,  t o t a l :  63.58% 6.356% - 

" ~ n e  f i r s t  f i g u r e  f o r  a l l  land s i z e s  i s  i n  a c r e s ;  t h e  number i n  
parrdntheses i s  i n  ~o,trinis ( 1  ropan i  = 0.13 a c r e s ) .  

C?:~H: f i g u r e s  on t he  vo ' e r ' s  l is ts  a r e  of dubious v a l u e ,  s i n c e  i t  
i s  harci t o  determine whic!) of l a n d l e s s  a r e  ac t t i a l l )  p r e s e n t .  
Again thest .  f i g u r e s  a r e  i n d i c a t i v t  and n o t  t o  be taken a s  a b s o l u t e  
va lues .  



Dhap Panchayat Hikla Panchayat 

13.  Average holding of khet 
comjjared t o  t o t a l  land- 
holding populat ion:  1.062 (8.166) 0.075 (0.58) 

14. Average khet  ho1.d 3 rlg - 
l a n d l e s s  i n c l .  : 0.898 (6.91) 0.059 (0 45) 

15. Average %ho ld ing  f o r  
f ai.-ailies holding khet 
only: 1.669 (12.84) 1.186 (9.12) 

16 Highest khet holding: 7.898 (60.75) 3.38 (26) 

17. Lowest khet holding:  0.049 (0.375) 0.081 (0.625) 

18 .  T o t a l  pakho and k h a r b a r i  
l a n l  s : 741.695 (5,705.346) 1295.766 (9.976.429) 

19.  Percentage of pakho 
and Kharbari  t o  t o t a l  
land he ld  : 57.902 

20. Fami l ies  w i th  pakhol 
kharbar i lands  : 482 

21. Number of f a m i l i e s  wi th  
pakho only (%) 431 ( 8 k .  64) 73. (15.43) 

22. Percentage of land owning 
f a m i l i e s  w i th  pakho i and 
kharbar i : 94.88% 100% 

23. Number of f a m i l i e s  wi th  
kha rba r i  (%) : 5 1  (10.04) 400 (84.57) 

24. Average ho ld i r~g  o r  ~ a s o  
and kha rba r i  f o r  land-- 
owners 1.539 (11.84) 2.739 (21.07) 



Dhap Panchayat Hikla Panchayat 

25. Average holding of pakho 
and kha rba r i  (u owners 
i n c l .  ) : 1.46 (11.23) 2.739 (21.07) 

26. Average pakho-kharbari 
( l a n d l e s s  i n c l .  ) : 1.236 (9.51) 2.124 (16.34) 

27.. Highest pakho and 
kharbar  i : 9.685 (74.5) 9.612 (73.937) 

28. Lowest pakho arid 
kha rba r i :  0.065 (0.5) 0.065 (0.5) 

29. Highest kharbar i :  2.015 (15.5) 2.145 (16.5) 

30. Lowest kharbar i :  0.13 (1.0) 0.0403 (0.31) 



Appendix I V  
Migrants  from two Panchayats  i n  Darchula Between 1964 - 1975 

Type of Mig ra t ion  Dhap Panchaya t Hik la  Panc hay a t  

al. Long term: 
army, P o l i c e  and 
Government 
S e r v i c e  4 6 

b 

b2. S h o r t  term: 
Lahour 

A1 Labour m i g r a n t s  246 5 83 

A2 Trade o r  Transhumant 0 60 
(30 households)  

1 

A3 Extended Fafm 1 0  28 
(3  households)  (5 households)  

A. R e v e r s i b l e  mig ran t  256 67 1 

B. Non-Rever s i b l e  mig ran t  7 3 211 
(11 households)  (36 households)  

T o t a l  m i g r a n t s  

2 
T o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  

T o t a l  a c t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  3 2,598 2,041 

-- 
1. Es t ima te  based on a t  l e a s t  two people from each of t h i r t y  house- 

h o l d s  going  o u t  t o  trac'e. w i t h  l o c a l  employees t h e  a c t u a l  number 
i s  probably  much hi&!~~:.r. 

2. Based on Census of Nepal: 1971 from Mechidekhi Mahakali ,  Dept.  
of InformatLon, HMG, Kathmandu, 1975. 

3 .  T o t a l  ac t ivc .  popu la t ion ,  64.8% of t h e  d i s t r i c t  popu la t ion  is  
cons ide red  a c t i v e  ( i  e .  ages  10-59). The f i g u r e s  aliove a r e  de- 
r i v e d  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  perce: i tage p re sen ted  i n  Mechidekhi 
Mahakali .  



Appendix V 
Frequencies of Land Holding Size  i n  Dhap and Hikla Panchayats - 

(In Ropanis - 1 Ropani = 0.13 Acres) 

Estimated s i z e  of holding D hap Hikla 

Landless 

0-5 

6-10 

66-70 1 2 

7 1 2 3 

Total house!~olds 600 610 



Appendix V a 

Comparison of frequency of particular land holding s i z e  
for Dhap and H i k l a  Panchayats. 

(for those holding land) 

- Dhap Panchayat - - - - - -  Hi k l a  Panchayat 

0-9 8 -  11-I¶ !@-SO 1 - 1 - 8  - 41-48 - 1 - 1 -  W -  +10 

Size o f  holdings i n  ropanis 



Comparison of f  r ecjuency of p a r t i c u l a r  l and  ho ld ing  s i z e  z I80 - 
rn - I f o r  DSap and H i l ~ l a  Fanchayats  
m : C 

( l a n d l e s s  i nc luded)  
.r I 

60 - 
P 

40 - 
- 

20 - 
- 

- Dhap Panchayat - - - - - -  H i  k l  a Panchayat 

0-5 8 -  11-15 1 -  21-25 2 31-35 4 41-45 4 5-55 6 -  5 - + 71 
S i z e  o f  holdings i n  ropanis 



Appendix V I  
Number of Households Permanently 
Migrating From Dhap And Hikla For 

Years 1964 -1975 

Year Dhap Hikla 

Total 11 3 6 
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